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Chairman Foreman called the meeting of the Senate Commerce and Human
Resources Committee (Committee) to order at 1:30 p.m.

Relating to Electronic Payment Transactions. Senator Harris noted this
legislation related to interchange fees (also called swipe fees) charged to
merchants on credit and debit card transactions. It aimed to exclude state and
local sales taxes and gratuities from the calculation of these fees. By doing so, it
ensured that payment card networks either removed the sales tax and gratuity
amounts from the fee calculation or rebate the interchange fee portion related to
those amounts.

Senator Harris emphasized that the legislation had no negative impact on the
General Fund or local governments. On the contrary, the fiscal impact was
described as positive for state and local governments. For instance, in Idaho,
the State-run liquor stores benefited from savings on interchange fees when
transactions included sales taxes. This approach helped both merchants and
government entities by reducing the overall interchange fees paid on purchases
that included taxes or tips.

Senator Guthrie moved to send RS 32039 to print. Senator Lakey seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Committee Vote on the Gubernatorial Appointment of Joshua Whitworth to
the Public Employees Retirement System of Idaho (PERSI) Board.

Senator Lakey moved to approve the Gubernatorial Appointment of Joshua
Whitworth, PERSI, to the floor with the recommendation that he be confirmed.
Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice
vote.

Senator Bernt moved to approve the Minutes of January 28, 2025. Senator Zito
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



RS 31780

MOTION:

ADJOURNED:

Relating to State Employees Senator Lakey reported that this legislation
amended Idaho Code § 67-5303 to officially designate attorneys employed

by the Idaho Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL) as
non-classified employees. This designation aligned them with other similar
professional-level employees, including attorneys at the Attorney General's office,
staff at the ldaho Supreme Court, the State Public Defender, and other state
agencies with professional-level roles.

Senator Lakey emphasized that the legislation had no fiscal impact on the
state's General Fund or any other dedicated or federal funds. The compensation
for these employees was determined and approved annually by the Legislature,
ensuring that the funding remained under legislative oversight.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send RS 31780 to print. Senator Nichols
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Foreman adjourned the
meeting at 1:39 p.m.
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