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Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:01 p.m.

Division of Career Technical Education Presentation. Joshua Whitworth,
Interim State Administrator, presented to the Committee about the Idaho Division
of Career Technical Education (IDCTE) (Attachment 1). IDCTE's mission was
to prepare Idaho's youth for high-skill and in-demand careers. He stated that
these programs facilitated engagement with employers, the schools, and the
students. IDCTE served about 72,000 students and around 71% of high school
students were taking some level of a career technical course. Mr. Whitworth
stated that these programs drove students to go on further to either college or
secondary career technical education. He then discussed the achievements
that Idaho made in education compared to national standards, as well as the
operational framework for creating ideas.

Chairman Lent challenged IDCTE to structure and shape what these programs
would look like in the future, especially as the demands for these programs
increased. Mr. Whitworth highlighted the importance of understanding what
was being learned in the classroom and explained this was exactly what IDCTE
strives for. With no more questions from the Committee, Mr. Whitworth
introduced two students that were involved with the IDCTE programs.

Aidan Panicacci, Technology Student Association President, and Emily Davis,
HOSA President-Elect, noted the importance of IDCTE for their communities.
These programs gave students more chances to succeed post high school,
broader learning opportunities, and leadership skills. They both agreed that
these programs helped them become career ready for their futures.

Teacher of the Year Presentation. Superintendent Debbie Critchfield
introduced the teacher of the year, Heidi Cornell. Heidi Cornell, 2025 Idaho
Teacher of the Year, Idaho Department of Education, introduced herself to

the Committee (Attachment 2). She was a third grade teacher at Orchards
Elementary in Lewiston. Ms. Cornell noted her personal mission statement
and the goals for her classroom and her students. Her school's mission was to
empower all students to become lifelong learners and leaders. She described
how their school became a Professional Learning Community (PLC) which
changed the standards, interventions, and enrichment guidelines based on
students' needs. Ms. Cornell became a PLC lead which helped develop the new
mission, vision, and values for her school. She emphasized the importance of
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public schools and the connections to the local communities and organizations
that provide students with real world resources, experiences, and engagement.

Senator Carlson and Senator Ward-Engelking thanked Ms. Cornell for the
work she did for her school and her skill in the classroom. Senator Semmelroth
inquired about a teacher leader certificate that Ms. Cornell would be interested
in or what that would look like. Ms. Cornell stated she was not aware of that
being an option, but she knew of leadership money that was given in some
circumstances. Per Chairman Lent's question, Ms. Cornell stated that there
were weekly PLC meetings.

Committee Consideration of the Gubernatorial Appointment of David
Turnbull of Eagle, Idaho, to the Idaho State Board of Education to serve a
term commencing on October 23rd, 2024 and expiring July 1, 2029. David
Turnbull introduced himself as a lifelong resident of Idaho being born and raised
in ldaho Falls and had been living in Boise for 34 years. He shared that owning a
real estate development firm allowed him to engage with school districts in the
past. Mr. Turnbull discussed that he wanted to make a difference by promoting
risk-taking and change that would positively impact students.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 3:48 p.m.
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