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Chairman Cannon called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

H 93: Sen. Den Hartog presented H 93, an education choice tax credit. She explained
the bill focuses on parents, who are best able to make decisions for their children,
and the accountability measures are also centered around parents. Priority will be
given to families with income levels less than 300% of the federal poverty level -
$90,000 per year in 2023. While priority is given to families at the lower level, all
families are eligible to apply. The bill creates a new fund with the Tax Commission
to pay for the program. The bill would come into effect retroactive to January 1,
meaning families applying will need to have incurred expenses in calendar year
2025 to apply. Penalties for misuse of the program include the possibility of felony
prosecution for tax fraud.
In response to questions from the committee, Sen. Den Hartog provided examples
of capped tax credits in other states. She also said the fiscal note reflects the
current best understanding of the Tax Commission's staffing availability and ability
to administer the program, and the cap would not be able to be raised without a
new bill from the legislature. She argued the program is not wealth redistribution
because the credit is less than the cost for Idaho students to be educated in
public schools. She noted a parent would be prohibited from participating in the
Empowering Parents program and receiving this tax credit at the same time. She
said early childhood education, while an important issue, is a bigger question than
can be addressed in this bill.
Chris Cargill from the Mountain States Policy Center; Tammy Emerich,
superintendent of Catholic schools for the Diocese of Boise; Allen Howlett,
superintendent of Cole Valley Christian Schools; and Joshua Price, of Garden City,
testified in support of H 93.
Alexis Morgan from the Idaho PTA; Jean Henscheid, from the League of Women
Voters; Elinor Chehey, of United Women in Faith; and Mary Ruckh, of American
Association of University Women of Idaho, testified in opposition to H 93.
The committee heard testimony from Melody Lenkner, from Twin Falls; Lindsey
Love, from Driggs; and Ruby Stroschein, from Elk River, in opposition toH 93.
Rep. Horman closed debate. She argued the accountability measures on public
schools are ineffective to guarantee results. The bill does not change the existing
system of how private schools vet their teachers. She said funding school choice
and funding public schools are not mutually exclusive.



MOTION: Rep. Hillmade a motion to send H 93 to the floor with a DO PASS recommendation.
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Raybould made a motion to lay H 93 on the table. A roll call vote was
requested. Substitute motion failed by a vote of 7 AYE, 8 NAY. Voting in favor
of the substitute motion: Vice Chairman Weber, Reps. Cheatum, Cornilles,
Raymond, Raybould, Gannon, Berch. Voting in opposition to the substitute
motion: Chairman Cannon, Reps. Shepherd, Ehlers, Monks, Andrus, Bruce,
Hill, Shirts.

ROLL CALL
VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Original motion carried by a vote of 8 AYE, 7 NAY. Voting in favor of the
motion: Chairman Cannon, Reps. Shepherd, Ehlers, Monks, Andrus, Bruce,
Hill, Shirts. Voting in opposition to the motion: Vice Chairman Weber, Reps.
Cheatum, Cornilles, Raymond, Raybould, Gannon, Berch. Rep. Horman will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 11:15 AM.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Cannon Cameron Douglas
Chair Secretary
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