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Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:07 p.m.

Committee to vote on the Gubernatorial Appointment of David Turnbull to
the Idaho State Board of Education. Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send
the appointment of David Turnbull to the State Board of Education to the Floor
with a recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Nichols
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Adds to existing law to provide for a distraction-free learning
policy. Senator Bernt discussed the premise of the bill, noting the influence from
the book, "The Anxious Generation," as well as the cell phone policy imposed
by the West Ada School District. He spoke about the bill's requirements, which
would include the district assessing the impacts of mobile device usage, the
development of a policy, and the implementation of the policy by December 2025.

Senator Burtenshaw questioned the increasing violence aimed at schools and
how students would reach out for help in necessary cases. Senator Bernt read
a response from Meridian Police Department on this issue. The Meridian Police
Department stated cell phones were not the priority in emergency situations and
often led to increased danger to students due to conflicting information. Meridian
Police Department explained that students needed to listen to the direction of
staff, schools, and emergency responders.

Senator Nichols asked why other school districts were not making cell phone
policies. Senator Bernt stated he was not aware of other districts' reasons, but
he highlighted the extreme success for the districts who had implemented a cell
phone policy.

Senator Burtenshaw inquired about the use of cell phones for medical uses.
Senator Bernt noted the bill allowed for exemptions due to medical reasons or
assisted learning purposes.

Per a question from Senator Nichols, Senator Bernt stated that there had been
very little push back against the bill from his local district.
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Scott Perrin, District 7, stated he was for and against S 1032 due to potential
government overreach, but noted the addictive nature of technology that needed
to be curtailed.

Lara Stone, Chair of the Blaine County School District Board of Trustees,
supported S 1032. She believed screen addictions created an increase in online
bullying, lower interactions with peers, and lower self-esteem. She believed a no
cell phone policy would increase student engagement and participation.

Senator Nichols questioned about the results seen in Ms. Stone's district.
Ms. Stone explained they had seen increased engagement in class, increased
student attention, and fewer behavioral issues.

Jack Gochnour, Eagle High School, Student Body President, testified in favor
of S 1032 and noted that since the implementation of a similar policy at his
school, students were more engaged with each other.

Senator Burtenshaw questioned if there was a better learning environment
without cell phones. Mr. Gochnour explained that yes, as cell phones created
a distraction even when located in their pockets. Therefore, there wasn't any
temptation, and it increased their focus.

Senator Cook asked about the particular policy implemented at Eagle High
School. Mr. Gochnour stated there was a cell phone vault where phones would
be placed at the beginning of each class. Senator Cook questioned if there were
problems with theft. Mr. Gochnour stated that most people were most focused
on obtaining their own phone rather than stealing someone else's phone.

Senator Nichols inquired about Mr. Gochnour's opinion on technology in
general. Mr. Gochnour stated that computers were beneficial to learning and
were often a necessity, but student's often treated them different because they
were associated with learning. Senator Ward-Engelking thanked Mr. Gochnour
for his testimony.

Jack Stone, Rocky Mountain High School, Student Council Co-President,
supported S 1032 because it facilitated better student connections, a more
engaged student body, and created a sense of unity.

Senator Nichols questioned when the policy was implemented and what kind of
changes he had personally noticed in time spent on his cell phone. Mr. Stone
stated that the policy was implemented at the beginning of this school year, and
while he personally hadn't noticed as big of a change in his screen time, he
noted some of his classmates had seen their screen time reduced from six to
eight hours down to two or three hours per day.

Joseph Palmer, Vallivue School District, testified in support of S 1032 due to
the positive impacts created by a cell phone policy in his district. He noted that
there was a decline in referrals, increased student academic success, and
improved school culture.

Senator Nichols asked why other districts haven't implemented similar policies.
Mr. Palmer noted that many did not understand the addictive nature of cell
phones and that parents were often disconnected from what was really occurring
in the classroom.

Jackson Anderson, Mountain View High School, Student Body President,
testified in favor of S 1032 due to the positive impacts at his own school from a no
cell phone policy. He discussed how the policy had increased and encouraged
relationships of the student body.
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Senator Nichols asked if he was in favor of the bill's flexibility. Mr. Anderson
stated yes as it allowed individual schools and districts to meet the unique needs
of their students.

Addilyn Lewis, Student, Owyhee High School, supported S 1032 due to
increased academic success, social interactions, and connections that have
been made by her and her peers since the enactment of a no cell phone policy.

Senator Nichols questioned if a slow implementation was more effective. Ms.
Lewis expressed that it helped the students to adjust to the situation more
effectively and notice the benefits more readily.

Derek Bub, Superintendent, West Ada School District, testified in support of S
1032 due to the immense benefits apparent in the West Ada School District since
the implementation of their no cell phone policy. He expressed the increased
engagement, the decreased disciplinary issues, and increased relationships and
connections built as a result of the policy.

Senator Ward-Engelking thanked Superintendent Bub for his work in the West
Ada School District. Senator Nichols asked what recommendations he would
give to other districts regarding the implementation of a distraction free policy.
Superintendent Bub recommended to listen to the feedback and information
from students and parents.

Senator Bernt expressed his gratitude for all the students who shared and
testified, and thanked them for their bravery. He noted how S 1032 would save
lives through a release from the shackles of addiction, depression, and anxiety.
Senator Semmelroth asked if the next bill Senator Bernt would draft would

be a distraction free legislation. Senator Bernt stated he was always up for
the discussion. Senator Carlson stated she originally wanted more from this
bill, however after testimony she was convinced that it was sufficient. She
questioned why this bill could not be implemented at the start of the school year.
Senator Bernt replied that they wanted to give schools enough time to test out
different policies and see what works.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to send S 1032 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

Chairman Lent passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Cook.

Vice Chairman Cook invited Matthew Reiber to speak. Matthew Reiber
stated that, after discussion, the State Board decided to remove Docket No.
08-0111-2401 and Docket No. 08-0202-2401 and requested the Committee
reject them.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to reject Docket No. 08-0111-2401 and
Docket No. 08-0202-2401. Senator Carlson seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

Senator Semmelroth moved to approve Docket No. 08-0401-2401. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Semmelroth moved to approve Docket No. 47-0101-2401. Senator
Burtenshaw seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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Vice Chairman Cook passed the gavel to Chairman Lent.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the

meeting at 4:09 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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