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Chairman Foreman, Vice Chairman Coho (Lenney), Senators Guthrie, Nichols,
Bernt, Zito, Ward-Engelking, and Ruchti
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EXCUSED:

Senator Lakey

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with the
minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Foreman called the meeting of the Senate Commerce and Human
Resources (Committee) to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes of January 30, 2025.
Senator Guthrie seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32179 Relating to Artificial Intelligence (AI). Senator Toews reported this legislation
was focused on safeguarding the development of AI by preventing government
regulation that could limit innovation and free expression in the field. By ensuring
that AI remained open to everyone, the bill encouraged a free market and the
ability for various individuals and companies to contribute to AI's progress. The bill
did not create new programs or require funding and it was designed to be more of
a framework for maintaining an open environment for AI development, rather than
adding significant new costs or administrative burdens.

MOTION: Senator Guthrie moved to send RS 32179 to print. Senator Ruchti seconded
the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Zito queried what did Senator Toews want to share with this RS. Senator
Toews stated he wanted to start a conversation about AI as there was so much
concern about the subject. He noted people should be able to operate free from
government control.

VOICE VOTE: The motion to send RS 32179 to print carried by voice vote.
RS 32131 Relating to Identity Theft. Senator Toews explanation emphasized that this

legislation strengthened identity theft protections by expanding the scope of
what was considered Personally Identifiable Information (PII) and aligned the
State's standards with industry best practices for data security. Idaho was
taking a proactive approach in protecting residents' personal information, which
was increasingly important as digital data and cybersecurity concerns grew.
Additionally, the legislation ensured that victims of data breaches received
essential services like free credit monitoring and guidance on how to protect
themselves. This could significantly reduce the risk of long-term financial harm for
victims.

While the bill did not directly impact State or local revenue, there was a potential
cost burden for agencies if they were required to offer up to 36 months of credit
monitoring to breach victims. The estimated cost of $450 per victim could add up,
but the bill did not mandate such costs unless breaches occurred, meaning it
provided a measure of protection without ongoing expenditures.



DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking and Senator Toews addressed the broader applicability
of the legislation, extending protections not just to individuals but also to both
the governmental and private sectors. This suggested that the new legislation
aimed to ensure that identity theft protection service, such as credit monitoring,
were provided swiftly and efficiently when data breaches occurred, regardless of
whether the breach happened in the public or private domain. By making it a
requirement to provide these services promptly, the legislation wanted to minimize
the potential damage caused by delays in protecting affected individuals. This
could help ensure that victims were not left vulnerable for extended periods while
agencies or businesses worked through the process of notifying them or arranging
support.

MOTION: Senator Ruchti moved to send RS 32131 to print. Senator Ward-Engelking
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

H 50 PUBLIC WORKS - Amends existing law to revise a provision regarding
delegation of public works projects. Senator Lent reported this legislation
increased the limit for delegation of public works projects from $300,000 to
$500,000. He noted his increase allowed more flexibility for agencies to take on
and manage these projects without needing State-level approval or involvement for
smaller-scale endeavors, as long as they had the necessary in-house capabilities.

Senator Lent stated the key aspect of this legislation was that the approval for
delegation remained at the discretion of the Permanent Building Fund Advisory
Council, ensuring that only agencies with available resources were entrusted with
these projects. By not affecting the State's General Fund or other dedicated or
federal funds, the bill was structured to avoid creating additional financial burdens.
Instead, it relied on agencies' own resources and capacities to carry out the
delegated tasks. This could streamline project execution and reduce delays, as
agencies could act quickly when they had the necessary resources.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lent, in answer to Senator Guthrie's question, stated the only difference
in this bill was the change in the numerical value.

MOTION: Senator Bernt moved to send H 50 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice
vote.

H 52 PUBLIC WORKS - Amends existing law to revise a provision regarding
the construction, alteration, equipping, furnishing, and repair of public
buildings and works. Senator Lent updated the Committee stating that this
legislation indicated an important adjustment in the bidding process for public
works projects. By increasing the project cost limit from $100,000 to $200,000
before the bid process shifted from informal to formal, the legislation took into
account inflation in the construction industry, which had significantly raised costs
since the last adjustment in 2005. Senator Lent noted this change brought the
State's bidding process in line with the practices used by political subdivisions,
creating consistency across different levels of government. It also acknowledged
the evolving economic realities of construction costs, allowing agencies to manage
projects more efficiently within the updated limits.

Senator Lent stated the fact that the legislation only affected the bidding process
and did not impact the State's General Fund, dedicated funds, or federal funds
was important, as it avoided introducing new financial burdens. The primary effect
was operational in streamlining the process based on current market conditions.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send H 52 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.
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H 56 PUBLIC WORKS - Amends existing law to revise a provision regarding
competitive bidding. Senator Lent gave an update on this legislation and said it
reflected another significant revision to the competitive bidding process for public
works projects. By increasing the estimated project cost threshold from $25,000 to
$50,000 before requiring a written competitive bid, the legislation acknowledged
the inflationary pressures in construction costs since 2005. Aligning this threshold
with the one used by political subdivisions ensured consistency across government
entities and streamlined the bidding process. Agencies were able to move more
quickly on smaller projects without the need for the more formal, time-consuming
written bids, which helped to expedite the completion of necessary public works.

Senator Lent stated like the previous change, this legislation did not impact the
State's General Fund, dedicated funds, or federal funds because it only altered
operational procedures around bidding in helping to maintain budget stability. This
adjustment was likely to make the process more efficient for agencies

MOTION: Senator Guthriemoved to send H 56 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Foreman adjourned the
meeting at 1:48 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Foreman Linda Kambeitz
Chair Secretary
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