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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:31 PM.

Rep. Rasor made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2025
meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

Rep. Sauter presented RS 32217, which focuses on fire district consolidation.
This can improve effectiveness and efficiency for fire district operations, and
provides a transparent mechanism for fire districts to follow for consolidation
efforts. Firefighters deliver most of the emergency services in fire districts, and
the proposed legislation promotes getting more people who can deliver services
without expanding government.

Rep. Wheeler made a motion to introduce RS 32217.

When answering questions, Rep. Sauter clarified RS 32217 will not allow one fire
district to forcefully annex another, but will require the elected boards of the fire
districts to make an agreement and have a posted public meeting on consolidation.
There is also an appeal process to allow consolidation to be voted on by the public.

Chairman Ehardt called for the vote on the motion to introduce RS 32217. Motion
carried by voice vote.

Rep. Cornilles presented RS 32275. If a city has a public library, the proposed
legislation allows the city council to decide whether it or the library board have the
authority to hire or fire a library director.

Rep. Cheatum made a motion to introduce RS 32275. Speaking to his motion, this
makes library boards and directors directly responsible to elected officials.

Rep. Berch spoke in support of the motion, and stated he would like addressed at
the hearing if there should be a distinction if the library board is elected or appointed.

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the motion to introduce RS 32275. Motion
carried by voice vote.

Rep. Cayler presented RS 32297, which allows county commissioner boards to
cease publishing monthly notices about acts, proceedings, and financial summary of
expenses if the county has and maintains a publicly accessible website where these
documents are available. This could save counties several thousands of dollars a
year by no longer requiring them to publish these notices in the local newspapers.

Rep. Rasor made a motion to introduce RS 32297.
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When answering questions, Rep. Cayler clarified county commissioner boards
are currently required to publish monthly notices through the newspapers. RS

32297 will remove this requirement for counties which publish these notices on
their websites.

Rep. Berch made a substitute motion to return RS 32297 to the sponsor. Speaking
to his substitute motion, not everyone has easy access to the internet, and
newspapers are still the means for some people to find information.

Reps. Wheeler, Hawkins, Cornilles, and Chairman Ehardt spoke in support of
the original motion. Internet access has greatly improved, while the public's use
and reliance on local newspapers has declined over the years. Introducing RS
32297 will allow more discussion on the points raised by the committee members.

Reps. Alfieri and Berch spoke in support of the substitute motion. Publishing
the notices in local papers help maintain a historical record, while websites can be
modified. This will negatively affect those who rely on newspapers for information.

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the substitute motion to return RS 32297 to
the sponsor. Motion failed by voice vote.

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the original motion to introduce RS 32297.
Motion carried by voice vote.

Rep. Wheeler introduced RS 32180C1, which is a resolution to encourage
municipalities to promote young entrepreneurship. The more youth engage in
business, the better motivated and educated they will be.

Rep. Hawkins made a motion to introduce RS 32180C1. Motion carried by voice
vote.

Rep. Wheeler presented RS 32322, which improves efficiency and clarity in
payments for emergency communications systems. The 911 communication
system is funded by a small fee paid by every phone user in the state, which is
collected by phone carriers and remitted to the counties. The proposed legislation
will instruct carriers to pay the fees within fifteen days of each quarter, which will
provide consistency for counties when budgeting for emergency communication
usage and equipment. This will also remove some regulation restricting how
counties can use the fees for emergency communication.

When answering questions, Rep. Wheeler clarified RS 32322 removes
unnecessary language in statute regarding fee limits so as to set the fees at the
current standard counties charge. For fee collection, they are based on the billing
address of the phone line and not the area code.

Rep. Cheatum made a motion to introduce RS 32322. Motion carried by voice
vote.

Rep. Pickett presented RS 32188, which increases the threshold for the amount
of petitioners needed to create a library district from 50 petitioners to 20% of the
qualified electors within the boundaries of the proposed districts.

When answering questions, Rep. Pickett clarified RS 32188 makes the
requirement to make a library district consistent with creating other taxing districts.
This will also have the statute better reflect increase in counties' populations, and
will help prevent unnecessary costs for county elections when the petition was
supported by a small number of the population. He also addressed the need to
change on Page 1, Line 17, requiring one qualified elector must know everyone
who signs the petition.
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MOTION: Rep. Wheeler made a motion to introduce RS 32188.

VOTE ON Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the motion to introduce RS 32188. Motion
MOTION: carried by voice vote.
ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting

adjourned at 2:20 PM.

Elijah Phipps

Representative Ehardt
Secretary

Chair
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