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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m.

Chairman Lent noted that RS 31788, RS 32017C2, RS 32341, RS 32211, RS
32241C1, RS 32276, RS 32304 and RS 32359 would be up for an immediate vote.

School internet service.

Lifetime teacher certificate.

Adult students, high school diploma.
Supplemental school levies.

Career ladder.

Student-centered funding.

Charter school districts.

Teacher apprentice program.

Senator Semmelroth moved to send RS 31788, RS 32017C2, RS 32341, RS
32211, RS 32241C1, RS 32276, RS 32304, and RS 32359 to print. Senator
Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PragerU kids. Senator Nichols explained that RS 32072 was a resolution that
affirmed the use of PragerU as supplemental learning material for K-12 education.
She stated that it would be used to enhance education without placing a financial
burden on the State, and would provide additional material that parents could opt
into to enhance their child's education. She noted that the purpose of this resolution
was to formally acknowledge and provide backing for the use of PragerU in the
classrooms.



DISCUSSION:

MOTION:

ADJOURNED:

Senator Ward-Engelking questioned the accusations against the content included
in PragerU's curriculum. Senator Nichols stated that people have different
opinions, but that it did not make them accurate. She also noted that as this was
considered supplemental curriculum, it was not required to be taught.

Senator Semmelroth highlighted the lack of accreditation and wondered how the
factual accuracy of the material would be judged. Additionally, she asked about
the number of other resolutions potentially for debate concerning supplemental
material. Senator Nichols stated that the Idaho Department of Education had
reviewed the material and determined its validity. She also noted that she wasn't
personally aware of any other resolutions pertaining to supplemental material.
Senator Semmelroth asked about the oversimplification of the material included
in PragerU's curriculum and questioned how teachers would facilitate critical
thinking. Senator Nichols explained that she had faith in the teachers to create
good discussions and facilitate critical thinking, even if the material was potentially
oversimplified.

In a response to a question asked by Senator Woodward, Senator Nichols
reiterated that RS 32072 was to act as supplemental material and it was not
mandatory.

Senator Zito inquired if PragerU was already approved to be used by the
Department of Education, and if the purpose of RS 32072 was just to affirm that
decision. Senator Nichols responded that the Department of Education had
already given their blessing to use PragerU and that this was designed to give
schools the reassurance to use the material, if they so choose.

Senator Woodward moved to send RS 32072 to print. Senator Carlson seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote. Senators Ward-Engelking and
Semmelroth requested they be recorded as voting Nay.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the meeting
at 3:21 p.m.
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