
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, February 10, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Den Hartog,
Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Toews

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:01 a.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of February 3, 2025. Senator
Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32282 Relating to Public Contracts. Senator Ricks explained the legislation related to
improving disclosure of and transparency in fees in bid procurement. Fees would
be determined up front, and 25% of the scoring of bids would be based on fee
disclosure. As a contrasting example, school districts now seeking to construct
a building received cost estimates but often faced undisclosed additional fees
for services like engineering, architecture, and construction management. The
fees, ranging from 3% to 9%, were revealed only after selecting a bidder, making
planning difficult.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Bernt moved that RS 32282 be sent to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

S 1038 HEALTH - Adds to existing law to provide that the state of Idaho shall not be
compelled to engage in the enforcement of requirements or mandates issued
by the World Health Organization. Senator Foreman stated the legislation would
prevent Idaho from using state resources to enforce mandates or requirements
issued by the World Health Organization (WHO), ensuring that any enforcement
remained a federal responsibility. Citing concerns over the WHO’s handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the bill aimed to protect state authority.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Guthrie inquired if the Idaho Attorney General's (AG) written opinion
on this bill was received. Senator Foreman confirmed the AG's verbal approval
of the bill; the AG considered offering a written opinion imprudent at this time due
to other matters.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved to send S 1038 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

NOTE: HCR 5 would be rescheduled for a future meeting by request of the sponsor.
RS 32339 A Concurrent Resolution Stating Findings of the Legislature and Recognizing

the Vital Role of Cities in Idaho. Senator Anthon summarized that this legislation
expressed State recognition and support of the importance of local government,
emphasizing municipalities are best suited to address community needs quickly
and appropriately.



MOTION: Vice Chairman Bernt moved that RS 32339 be sent to print. Senator Ruchti
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32262 Relating to the Idaho Patient Act. Senator Anthon stated the legislation clarified
that, in the case of a medical debt being sold to a new collector, the Idaho Patient
Act’s limitations on debt collection fees applied.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved that RS 32262 be sent to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32338 Relating to Veterans; to establish provisions regarding veterans benefits.
Senator Anthon yielded his time to Kelsi Zak, a legal intern in the Office of
the Senate President Pro Tempore, Kelly Arthur Anthon. Ms. Zak stated the
bill protected Idaho veterans, when filing Veterans Administration claims, from
unaccredited individuals who charged excessive fees.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32338 be sent to print. Senator Harris
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:22 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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