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Chairman Mendive called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

H 129: Rep. Rubel explained H 129 is a one word change from five years to ten years.
This pertains to the Land Bank, when the state sells its Endowment Land, the
proceeds go to the Land Bank allowing them five years to buy new Endowment
Land. The land yields return to the state and allows recreation to the public. If land
isn't purchased, the money goes back to the permanent Endowment Fund.
Rep. Vander Woude addressed the importance of extending this time frame so
land can be purchased and money reinvested, not moving it to the permanent
Endowment Fund.
Jonathan Oppenheimer, Idaho Conservation League; spoke in support of the
bill explaining investment in lands helps to smooth out volatility in the market,
promotes stable investment and solid returns, further noting in specific North Idaho
counties having Endowment Lands provides a sustainable supply of timber to
the mills and other revenues.
Committee members raised questions regarding the bill and the funds, and if they
are strictly used for land purchase, rules regarding buyback or if the Land Board
can place the funds in the permanent fund at any time, reinvestment requirements,
rate of return on investment fund, a call to action or guidance for the Land Board.

MOTION: Rep. Raybould made a motion to send H 129 to the floor with DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Rubel and Rep. Vander
Woude will sponsor the bill on the floor.

DOCKET NO.
26-0137-2401:

Seth Hobbs, Rules Review Officer, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
presented Docket No. 26-0137-2401 Rules governing test procedures and
instruments for noise abatement of off-highway vehicles. This pending rule will
repeal the chapter and remove redundancy. The Society of Automotive Engineered
Testing Standards being used are covered in Idaho Code 67-7125, and by removing
this chapter, Idaho law enforcement agencies will have a single location for testing
instructions, county law enforcement support this chapter repeal to simplify their
code enforcement. Negotiated rule making was conducted and received no
opposition from the rule making public hearings. Seth Hobbs confirmed the request
is for the entire rule to be repealed.

MOTION: Rep. Raybould made a motion to approve Docket No. 26-0137-2401. Motion
carried by voice vote.



Susan Buxton, Director, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation presented
an agency update for the Department to include general information about
Idaho Parks & Recreation; visitation numbers, addressing decades of deferred
maintenance, trail maintenance and cattle guard installation, and a new reservation
and registration system. Other details covered activities with the most public
appeal (campground, fishing docks, trails, archery ranges, OHV areas, hunting
and shooting, skateparks, disc golf courses). She concluded by reviewing a
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2026, to include additional park personnel, media
campaigns, land/facility development, equipment needs. The Department goal is to
increase participation/revenue by 3% per year.

H 81: Rep. Shepherd presented H 81 regarding the potential for frivolous lawsuits
against recreation clubs and understanding there is a certain risk associated with
recreating. Legal support is available to answer and address any questions.
In answering a question, David Claiborne, attorney, Sawtooth Law Offices and
representing Idaho Recreation Council, by request, provided clarification and stated
a day care charging a fee and not participating in a recreational activity would not
fall under this bill and typical rules of day care liability apply.
David Claiborne continued with testimony representing the Idaho Recreation
Council and the Idaho State ATV Association, in support of H 81. Explaining the
intent is to protect clubs, directors and volunteers from claims of liability for injuries
to persons who might get hurt while engaged in a club activity. The clubs organize
and conduct recreation activities, educate members on responsible recreation and
where to recreate, build camaraderie among themselves and goodwill with land
owners and managers, serving the public good and their formation and activities
should be encouraged. This bill only applies to an official non-profit organization
that coordinates recreational activities; formed with the Secretary of State and
have a non-profit purpose. The definition is also careful to state there is no fee
associated with the activity, other than the club membership dues.
As an organized recreation club, there is no liability to injuries to the participant/club
member. Exceptions that would allow for a claim include equipment provided by the
club and said equipment causing the injury, gross negligence and reckless conduct.
Ordinary negligence would include a members direct responsibility for inattentive or
careless actions. The club should have no duty to warn the member to make the
activity safe, there is an element of self responsibility. This is to avoid club closures,
or diverting significant funds to insurance due to threatened liability.
Questions from committee members included exclusions such as crimes against
minors such as assault or abuse; using waivers as release of liability; limitation of
duties and reasonable standard of care; exceptions relating to equipment failure
and owner liability; protection parameters and who is included; exceptions for 501c3
non-profit versus for-profit club, charging fees for activities and limitations of duties.
David Claiborne addressed a final question and stated there is a two year statute
which is not changing in this bill.
Kate Haas, representing self and founding member of a local running club spoke in
support of H 81. The club is a non-profit, has purchased insurance and requests
their members sign waivers. This will protect their club with new participants or
someone checking out the club for the first time.
Barbara Jordan, Idaho Trial Lawyers, spoke in opposition, requesting the need to
initiate negotiation with the sponsor for an amendment to page 2 line 38 thru 41 and
removal of the last two sentences in the bill.
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MOTION: Rep. Dygert made a motion to send H 81 to the floor with DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote Reps. Galaviz, Manwaring,
Tanner, and Vander Woude requested to be recorded as NAY] Rep. Shepherd
will sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 82: Rep. Raymond presented H 82 to provide clean up from last years H 592,
changing the word validate to confirmed loss as result of investigation, probable
loss and adding the third rung for payment of possible loss; and if there is money in
the fund the loss would be paid for. The wolf and grizzly losses have been great
in Eastern Idaho and other parts of the state, this addition will add more flexibility
to the investigator and provide guidance to the State Department of Agriculture
regarding compensation.
Committee members asked various questions regarding the definition of probable
and possible; actual compensation claims that substantiate the definitions of
confirmed, probable and possible; the investigative services branch and how it
relates to the state records and statistics; U.S. Wildlife Services agreement to this
new level and determination; predators in the area and return rate of animals;
the number one category of cases paid out; and comment included the winter
conditions and animal disturbance of the site allowing the investigator to use their
discretion in claims categorization; and of the three tiers what is the top category of
classification and compensation.
Dexton Lake, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation, spoke in support of H 82 stating
wolves and grizzlies have been forced into the state causing a lot of havoc. Aspects
of "possible" hover above 50% killed by a predator with no recourse. This provides
a common sense way to extend the fund that already exists to pay claims.
Elory Tucker Williams, Legislative & Community Engagement Coordinator for
Idaho Department Fish & Game, provided an overview in support of H 82, with
discussion this conflict isn't new and dates back before statehood. One thing that is
agreed upon, livestock owners and producers are disproportionately impacted by
wolves and grizzly bears and should not bear the entirety of the cost. This further
aligns terminology and allows compensation for depredations deemed possible and
could help alleviate some of the current financial stress.
Nick Fasciano, Executive Director, Idaho Wildlife Federation, supports H 82, he
said he had many discussions with people about the classifications and sometimes
there may not be a lot of evidence to work with, this ensures recourse available
to those affected.
Patxi Larrocea-Phillips, Idaho Cattle Association, supports H 82, if an animal
has died for unknown reasons and is the bottom tier in a lot of cases, adding this
third rung may allow them to receive compensation.

MOTION: Rep. Sauter made a motion to send H 82 to the floor with DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Raymond will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

H 161: Rep. Vander Woude presented H 161 regarding flood control districts and changes
in statute, to office space. He said this legislation allows for meeting notices as
needed and follows open meeting laws for public. It discusses board member
compensation set by resolution, and takes out information regarding procurement
to conform with current statutes.
Paul Arrington, Idaho Water Users Association, spoke in support of H 82.
Roger Batt, Batt & Associates, spoke regarding a vote of the commissioners board
to set compensation and aligns with drainage districts compensation and current
statute.
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MOTION: Rep. Mickelsen made a motion to send H 161 to the floor with DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Vander Woude will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting
adjourned at 3:12 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Mendive Michele Coburn
Chair Secretary
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