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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:08 p.m.

Senator Cook moved to approve the Minutes of January 29, 2025. Senator
Woodward seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes of February 4, 2025.
Senator Zito seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding limitations
on the authority of district trustees. Chairman Lent introduced Quinn Perry in
place of Senator Shippy. Ms. Perry noted that §33-507, Idaho Code, allowed for
spouses of trustees to be employed in the district if the total enrollment population
was 1,200 students. S 1045 would change that stipulation to 400 student or less, in
order to allow smaller school districts to employ spouses. She noted that many of
these districts were struggling to obtain and retain staff, and this bill would ease
that burden. She also highlighted that the bill had a sunset period of 5 years to
test its viability and success.

Per a question by Senator Cook, Ms. Perry noted that the sunset period was
described on Page 2, Line 16. Senator Burtenshaw asked about the 400 student
requirement. Ms. Perry stated that this was determined by the Midvale School
District, as they were the ones who requested this bill.

Andrew Mikek, Midvale School District Trustee, testified in support of S 1045. He
stated that it provided a clearer framework for smaller school districts, gave them the
flexibility they needed, and created a beneficial system to hire adequate personnel.

Written testimony submitted online appears in Attachment 1.

Senator Nichols inquired what the circumstances were like at Mr. Mikek's school
district and why they chose the 400 student requirement. Mr. Mikek stated that
they often struggled to find replacements for individuals who were looking to retire
or wishing to step down, and they had a smaller district under 400.

Senator Carlson expressed her concern with the bill but was appreciative of the
sunset clause. Senator Zito noted a personal experience in her own school district
where a spouse was employed, describing it as neither bad nor entirely good.

Senator Nichols moved to send S 1045 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Semmelroth seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.



S 1007

TESTIMONY:

DISCUSSION:

TESTIMONY:

DISCUSSION:

EDUCATION - Amends existing law to remove a provision that limits public
comment at school board meetings to items listed on the meeting agenda.
Senator Carlson explained that S 1007 was a cleanup bill that removed the
provision to limit conversations during board meetings to solely agenda items.

Melanie Phillips, parent from Kuna, expressed her support for S 1007 because it
created a platform for parents to share ideas as well as facilitated community.

Senator Woodward questioned about the use of Advanced Opportunities money
for drivers education programs. Ms. Phillips stated that both Nampa and Caldwell
school districts were doing this process which was where she got the idea.

Quinn Perry, Deputy Director at Idaho School Boards Association (ISBA), testified
in opposition to S 1007. Ms. Perry noted that the current legislation in place had
been working with little issue, that school board meetings were not the place to air
grievances, and that there were certain legalities that could not be violated in regard
to the process of school board meeting operations.

Senator Semmelroth asked about Ms. Perry's correlation to school boards acting
in a quasi-judicial capacity. Ms. Perry explained that many of their decisions, such
as terminations or expulsions, fell into a judicial field and the members were not
allowed to be swayed by any biases. Therefore, allowing public comment freely
could lead to a disruption in that process. Senator Semmelroth asked about the
processes regarding the submission of agenda items. Ms. Perry explained that if
patrons wished to discuss an issue not on the agenda, they were able to submit a
request to the board and they would determine which department would be best for
the request. Per a question asked by Senator Semmelroth, Ms. Perry stated that
school boards could modify their existing policies to meet the requests within this
bill.

Senator Cook inquired about a potential middle ground. Ms. Perry stated that a
middle ground was certainly possible, but that this proposed amendment went too
far. Senator Ward-Engelking worried about the proposed change affecting the
legality surrounding the posting of agendas, and if conversations could happen that
the public would not be notified of, if this amendment passed. Ms. Perry stated that
she was not aware that it would nullify the requirements to have an agenda poster
48 hours in advance, but that it would allow patrons to address conversations that
the public was not made aware of in advance.

Senator Nichols questioned the contradictory language in the bill that would occur
if the amendment was approved. Ms. Perry noted that was a question of legislative
intent. Senator Nichols asked what a middle ground would look like. Ms. Perry
replied that there would have to be clear and narrow definitions as to the types of
conversations that would be allowed or not allowed. Senator Zito inquired if a
"pass the gavel" process could be added in order to allow for additional public
comment, and if the board would have the power to limit the content of discussions.
Ms. Perry stated that the board could set standards to address those issues,
however, the proposed change would allow for any content to be discussed and
school board meetings were not designed for open dialogue.

Senator Cook emphasized the phrase "conduct standards" and if this allowed for
items outside the agenda. Ms. Perry stated that "conduct standards" was related
to the permissible behavior permissible in a school board meeting.
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Kristina Hardy testified in support of S 1007. She argued that very few people
wish to speak up during those meetings and it would take up less than ten minutes
during the meeting, which she believed was reasonable and would facilitate better
conversations.

Lesli Bjerke, testified in support of S 1007. She explained that this would allow for
thorough public comment, that, in their district, they hadn't noticed any problems
with a similar policy, and that it would create a community that engaged in good
faith conversations with the public.

Senator Zito moved to send S 1007 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
The motion failed from lack of a second.

Senator Woodward moved to send S 1007 to the 14th Order for possible
amendment. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.

Senator Nichols stated that she would prefer to send the bill to the floor with a do
pass but noted that the majority of the Committee seemed to desire to send it to the
14th Order. Chairman Lent expressed that it was safe to err on the side of over
communication.

Senator Woodward requested to have additional information on the use of
Advanced Opportunities funds for drivers education programs.

The motion to send S 1007 to the 14th Order carried by voice vote. Senators Zito
and Burtenshaw requested to be recorded as voting nay.

S 1044 was held for discussion for the next Committee meeting.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 4:02 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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