Attachment 1, Written Testimony, February 11, 2025
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Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Quinn Perry S 1007 1P Mmmwm_ wm%o_ EEIES Boise Against Y 19

Thank you, committee. We are here today in opposition of SB 1007. If you did not know, school boards are the only elected body in
the state that is now statutorily required to take public comment at every regular meeting. That is because we negotiated, in good faith,
a law to require it just last legislative session. The law, while only in place for 8 months, has been working well and with limited issues
statewide. We carefully did this to ensure that board meetings could still run efficiently and within the reasonable rights and limitations of
the law, which is why the requirement to hold public comment at every regular meeting is limited to items on the agenda. This is to
prevent members of the public and staff from circumventing a districts process for grievance or complaints, to avoid sales pitches directly
to the board, and to ensure that the board is listening to their public on the items that are before them for their monthly meeting. School
Board members, more often than other elected bodies, also must act in a quasi-judicial capacity at times so it is extremely important that
members of the public and staff follow the approved process instead of bringing issues or grievances directly to the board. The
negotiated law also requires that boards have a process where patrons may submit agenda items to be added to the board agenda,
which also includes a requirement that any two board members can request an item be added to each agenda. To remove the
requirement that the mandated public comment be limited only to agenda items would make board meetings a “free-for-all.” It's not
good governance and it distracts the board from being laser focused on the most pertinent issues before them.

Lesli Bjerke S 1007 \' Self Coeur For Y 5

I am speaking in favor of the proposed change on S 1007.

I am the current Vice Chair of the Coeur d Alene School Board. Prior to July 24, our board had been able to decide how our public
comment section in our meetings would take place. With the change made in this bill last year ,we were limited to allowing public
comment only on board agenda items. This was a change for us and not one that my board wanted. I support local control and would
very much like to have our public comment decided by us. In my time on the board, this has never been abused. In fact, most of the
time we have people speak at our meetings in response to something that has just happened. Often, not enough time to request that it
be added. We have worked very hard with our community to develop a greater sense of trust and transparency and feel that having the
freedom to have our patrons speak on topics perhaps outside of our agenda is what is best for our district.

Thank you for your time!

Jason Sevy S 1007 W Marsing School District 363 Marsing Against N 23

When I first became a trustee, we had this constituent show up at our board meetings to tell us the dangers of cell towers, and how
they will give kids cancer. He kept reading from a stack of papers and until his time was up the next month he came back and started
reading from the same stack of papers. We were forced to put public comment only on items of the agenda. If this Bill passes, he could’
ve came every single meeting and wasted five minutes and had other people come behind him to follow up his story having public
Report Printed: Tuesday, February 18, 2025 10:59 AM Page 2 of 3



¢ Jo ¢ abed NV 65:01 5202 ‘81 Asenigad ‘Aepsen :psjuld poday

/00T 9S uo ssed jou op
9]0A 95B9|d '92UBIpNE 3Y) 0] SAIJELLIOUI BJ0W 3q pue sk} uo Ae3s Jojse) ob sbuieaw saxew epusbe ay3 uo swsy Joj Ajuo Juswwod

4 uod AASS uoser

# AJnsa  Jsuresdy uoneziuedi/Auedwo) Sukynsa |, (ase 3 3841)
PLOSI]  0) YSIA /104 A1) sunuasaaday JuUUBA 1(qng JWIBN









