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Meg Lawless

From: Jeremy C. Chou <jcc@givenspursley.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 7:34 AM

To: Senator Doug Ricks

Cc: Meg Lawless

Subject: FW: HB93 Senate hearing testimonies
Attachments: Domino's Testimony.pdf; Rubi's Testimony.pdf
Dear Chairman Ricks,

As discussed. attached are two correspondences to be included in the Committee packet for HB 93 this
afternoon. Please let me know if I can help with anything else regarding HB 93. My number is (208)-860-
0297 if you have any questions or concerns.

Many, many thanks for your support and your leadership on this very important issue.

Jeremy Chou

JEREMY C. CHOU

(GIVENS PURSLEY LLP

601 W Bannock St, Boise, ID 83702
main 208-388-1200

direct 208-388-1211

cell 208-860-0297

fax 208-388-1300

jecf@givenspursley.com
www.givenspursley.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and may contain privileged information. If you have received it in error,
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the
contents. Thank you.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. federal
tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for
the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (i) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party
any transaction or matter addressed herein.



Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Domino Valenzuela,
I am a student at college of western Idaho, and I benefited from school choice. I’'m here today in
support of House Bill 93. I’ve lived in Idaho my whole life and growing up both my parents had
to work great lengths to provide for me and my siblings.

My mother always believed in the power of education; all she wanted for us was that we would
have the chance to be great. I did well throughout most of elementary school. However, once |
hit the fourth grade, everyone suddenly started progressing while I felt stuck in place. Learning
in a class with 30-40 students and one teacher was impossible for me.

I was fortunate that my mom wouldn’t give up on me and did everything she could to get me into
a better school. I tried multiple public schools and a charter school. But even then, it wasn’t
enough. For years, I felt abandoned. Just another name on the attendance sheet, struggling to
keep up in overcrowded classrooms with teachers stretched too thin.

Thankfully, I was able to get me into a great school, Elevate Charter School, and now I get to
share my story with you as an exception to what is known to be the norm of students like me.
Sadly, there are still many students that are on long waiting lists hoping that by chance they get
to access a better-quality education. This program could help those students pursue an option that
otherwise could be out of reach financially, like private schools or homeschooling. Like my own
sister, who is currently a home school mom.

The reason why Idaho needs this bill passed is because it's a step forward to help support
children's education. This would be an opportunity for families in our state, and it would give
parents the ability to choose what is in the best interest for their child.

I often hear the argument that Idaho already has “enough options,” pointing to magnet and
charter schools as if those choices work for every student. The reality is that those options don’t
always work. I know because I’ve lived it.

If a district school had been the answer, I wouldn’t have needed to look at charter schools. If a
single charter school had been the answer, I wouldn’t have needed Elevate. If every student
learned the same way, I wouldn’t have spent years feeling lost.

We fail to recognize that children might not always fit the one school model, so why leave those
children behind when they are just as deserving of a good education.

For this reason, I asked you to please support House Bill 93. Thank you.

Domino Valenzuela
dominovalenzuela07 1 4@email.com
2617 S Willowbrook PI, Caldwell ID 83605




Good evening, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. My name is Rubi, and I ama
mother of two wonderful children, each with unique needs that have shaped our family’s
education journey. I’m here today in strong support of House Bill 93 because families like mine
need the ability to choose the best education for our children—without financial barriers standing
in the way.

My son, Pierre, is 17 years old and on the autism spectrum. He also has severe environmental
and food allergies that made attending a traditional public school incredibly difficult for him. He
was constantly getting sick, and I was frequently called to pick him up early. Despite being in
special education, he was not making progress because his health and challenges weren’t being
adequately addressed. On top of that, my son was also experienced bullying.

As a mother, watching him struggle every single day was heartbreaking.

I made the decision to pull him out and enroll him in a virtual school, and it has made all the
difference. He is now thriving in an environment where he feels safe, where I can provide the
specialized care he needs, and where he is excelling academically. None of this would have been
possible if he had remained in a one-size-fits-all system that simply didn’t work for him.

Now, I face another challenge. My daughter has special needs as well that are more severe, and I
want to homeschool her so that she can receive the individual attention and care she deserves.
But as you can imagine, providing a tailored education at home comes with financial burdens.
House Bill 93 would help tremendously.

It is frustrating to hear that families already have “enough options”. The reality is that many
families, especially those with children who have special needs, are forced to make impossible
sacrifices just to ensure their children receive a good education. School choice shouldn’t be a
privilege reserved for those who can afford it, it should be an option for every family that needs
it.

I urge you to support House Bill 93. Thank you.
Rubi Dagostino

Rdagostino [ 2@msn.com
44 S Taffy Dr, Nampa ID 83687




Meg Lawless

From: Clarice McKenney <claricemckenney@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 9, 2025 6:55 PM

To: Meg Lawless

Dear Secretary,

Please enter the email below into the committee records.
Thank you in advance,
Rob & Clarice McKenney, Bonners Ferry

Dear Senators,

Please do not pass House Bill 93 out of your Senate Local Government & Taxation Committee.

There are many more Idaho citizens like us who want to see Idaho Public Schools strengthened not
weakened.

Every public dollar that goes to support students in public, religious and homeschooling is a dollar taken
away from supporting students in our public schools.

Public revenue is for public enterprises, especially schools.

Sincerely,
Rob & Clarice M McKenney, Bonners Ferry



Meg Lawless

From: sylvia@integratedis.com

Sent: Tuesday, February 11,2025 3:51 PM

To: Senator Doug Ricks; Senator Ali Rabe; Senator Ben Adams; Senator Scott Grow; Senator
Kelly Anthon; Senator Treg Bernt; Senator Lori Den Hartog; Senator Ben Toews; Senator
Ron Taylor

Cc: Meg Lawless

Subject: AAUW Idaho Testimony against Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit - HB 93

Ms. Lawless,
Please see that this testimony is placed in the public record.

Sylvia Chariton

10483 W. Shadow Rock Street
Boise, Idaho 83714
208-869-1739
sylvia@integatedis.com
February 12, 2025

AAUW-Idaho Opposes HB 93 —Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit

Chairman Ricks and Senate Local Government & Taxation Committee:

My name is Sylvia Chariton and | represent the American Association of University Women of
ldaho. AAUW — Idaho strongly opposes HB 93. Instead of funneling Idaho taxpayer dollars via tax
credits that will circuitously fund private and religious schools, Idaho should invest these already slim
and modest funds in the public schools that serve all students regardless of gender, disability,
economic status, or educational achievement.

AAUW Idaho has many members who were teachers, even now many serve as volunteers and
substitute teachers in Idaho public schools. | am one of those substitute teachers. Serving in the
trenches again has renewed my consternation about Idaho’s overcrowded schools and inadequate
facilities.

Because legislators have a serious fiduciary responsibility to maintain our schools, | suggest
you take a quick tour of your district schools and count the portable classrooms dotting their
landscape. The proliferation of portables as well as the peculiar use of places that would not ordinarily
serve as classrooms indicate overcrowding and the lack of funding for adequate buildings. ldaho has
always had a public-school infrastructure problem and it isn’t getting any better.

During my career, | either taught, tested or subbed in Coeur d’Alene, Boise, Hailey and West

Ada. Some schools where | have taught dated back to World War Il and some are relatively new.
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Regardless of where | have been, Idaho school infrastructure problems are a perennial challenge.
Most teachers have at least one dismal story to report.

My most recent perennial unpleasant experiences have occurred in the dead of winter at a
local high school when | had the displeasure of being assigned twice to drafty portables that lacked
bathroom facilities. This school year, in the scorching heat of late August | revisited one of the same
portables that now had become a hot box portable crammed with 32 overheated students.

A couple of years ago, | was at an elementary school when a water main broke and all the
plumbing got shut down temporarily. | was at the same school a few weeks later and there was a
plumbing leak and flood in the faculty restroom. Since | was unfamiliar with the school, the man | saw
running around frantically with the custodian | assumed was a plumber, unbeknownst to me it was the
principal. | doubt if he had signed on for this.

A couple of weeks ago | was a tester at local high school. The students were terrific, the
teachers were great, but because of lack of space the place where we tested was not the daylight
basement, but the winter cold dungeon basement with no windows.
| swear that Orphan Annie had better accommodations in her hard knock life.

Idaho school building infrastructure problems are ubiquitous. | encourage teachers,
administrators, and parents from all over the state to send this committee their personal dismal
stories, so that it reinforces legislators’ fiduciary responsibility to visit these places and makes them
rethink this bill’'s wrongheaded notion.

It is unconscionable to circuitously send our tax money to private entities, while our public-
school students and staff are paying the price for underfunded schools. Let’'s not make this

pervasive situation worse. Please vote “no” on this issue.

Sylvia Chariton

Board Member & Past Co-President
American Association of University Women of Idaho

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.



Meg Lawless

From: Hester Comstock <hester.comstock@boiseschools.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 8:48 AM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: for testifying today

Attachments: Testify.pdf

Thank you, Ms. Lawless, for taking my testimony today. I'll attach it here. My home emailis
hcranchette@gmail.com. My humber is 208344-4480.

Yours,

Hester Comstock

You've got to go out on a limb sometimes because that's where the fruit is.-- Will Rogers



Good day, Chairman Ricks and committee members. Thank you for giving me time
to testify today. [ hope you're all well.

I'm Hester Comstock, from Boise, and a public school teacher. Already you're
hearing me say it before [ say it.... Here to oppose HB 93. And you're predictably correct.
But | hope you'll still be able to tune in to the rest of what I'd like to share.

I'm going to lean on the many others in opposition to this bill who, I'm sure, have
offered multiple rationales using statistics and dollar signs ... so that [ can use my time
differently. Not to say that those facts don’t matter. They do! ButI'm going to try and
offer insight and perspective that you may not have heard.

First, my street cred... My own education includes what was the Meridian School
District for k-12, then a BA from a Jesuit university, then my teaching credential and an
MA from BSU. This is my 30th year teaching in the Boise School District. Over the course
of those years, and counting evening school and summer school, I've taught every single
grade level, k-12. T've co-taught teacher ed classes at BSU. [ worked on “Family Council”

for 3 years at Anser Charter School when my kids were young. {—veeewed—aﬁ-a—bﬁﬂd’rﬁg
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seheelgo—I've also completed 2 STEM educator summer externships through the idaho
STEM Action Network, sponsored by Gov. Little’s office.



My perspective on public education has developed according to my many years of
hands-on work and my now bird’s-eye view of what we do. You won't find a greater critic
of our system. In fact, [ attended public meetings over 10 years ago that Committee
Member Den Hartog hosted to discuss possible changes to our public education funding.

Bad teachers, bad curriculum, bad administrators, waste, mismanagement and
some misguided ideologies absolutely exist in our public education system. Public
education is made up of humans! What do you expect?

Have any of you ever had the pleasure of reading, and trying to unravel the
meaning, of the short and very unusual book, The Way to Rainy Mountain, by N. Scott
Momaday? He just died less than a month ago, I learned. It’s a unique read. Anyway,
before I taught it, I was reading interviews with the author and in one of them he said
that if people want to maintain their integrity they need to watch out... because the
moment cameras or money enter... the spirit leaves. Shakespeare and Jesus both
expressed the same basic idea... But you can imagine what kind of discussion might
spark among high school students when asked to interpret what that means.

Cameras and money have entered big-time into this debate. HB 93 is driven NOT
by any local government impetus. In spite of our imperfections and all that needs to be
fixed in our public education system, it is truly the heart and soul of our society. Let’s be
critical, but also protective of our precious public education and work on improving it

rather than dismantling it with the first of a thousand cuts that HB 93 will deliver.



Meg Lawless

From: Laura Gibson <cooplandial133@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 8:16 AM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Written Testimony for House Bill 93

Dear Chairman Ricks and Vice Chairman Adams,
As a Boise resident, a taxpayer who believes in public education, an educator, and a mother of two
children who have gone to Boise schools, I'm writing to implore you to vote NO on House Bill 93.

My two kids are grown now, but while they were attending schoolin Boise, we sent our daughter to a K-9
independent school and then Boise High School, and our son to Bishop Kelly High School. | tunderstood
that choosing private education for part of their journey was an expense my husband and | were meant to
pay for. We understood we were not entitled to use funds designated for already underfunded public
schools to fund our own choices.

Idaho ranks last nationally for per pupil spending, and this lack of commitment follows our students, who
also rank near the bottom for the go-on to college rate. I'm a former public high school teacher, and in my
current professional life, | help high school students navigate the often frustrating landscape of applying
to colleges. I've spent almost 30 years in education, and have seen from the inside what happens to
schools when funding is gutted. Students lose opportunities.

House Bill 93 will not help improve student success or the opportunities for their futures. According to
data from the Center for Fiscal Policy, allowing parents to use vouchers will gut what is available for
public schools, increase costs over time, and this will especially be the case in rural Idaho where public
schools are already struggling to meet the needs of students. This will especially be the case among low-
income families.

Pilease vote NO on House Bill 93. Idaho's students, its teachers, and its families need leadership to shore
up public education, not to dismantle it.

Thank you,

Laura Gibson



Meg Lawless

From: Clarice McKenney <claricemckenney@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 8:44 AM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Please vote NO on House Bill 93

Dear Secretary of the Local Government and Taxation Committee,
Please enter the following letter in your committee record.

Dear Senator,
As a 28-year Idaho voter and taxpayer, I'm requesting that you vote NO on House Bill 93.

As a teacher serving in AmeriCorps in Boundary County’s junior high, I saw first-hand how little public money is spent to
support our public schools, especially in our rural schools.

This bill would further deplete public money that should be used to help our underfunded public schools.

Idaho is shamefully near the bottom of per-student expenditures out of all 50 states, yet this bill shockingly would
benefit parents who choose to send their children to private and religious schools.

Going back over a hundred years, both sides of my family have been educated entirely in public schools, including four
who obtained doctorates.

It is unfortunate that some individuals keep their children away from the rest of us in public education. Their private
choice should not be at taxpayer expense.

Please help Idaho public schools, students, parents and teachers by voting NO on House Bill 93.

Sincerely,
Clarice McKenney, Bonners Ferry



Mgg Lawless

From: William Brudenell <bbruden@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2025 8:49 PM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Testimony Regarding H-93

Attachments: Vouchers Tax Credits for private ed.docx

Dear Ms. Lawless,

Please replace the attachment to the e-mail | just sent. Here is a refined version.

Thank you.
William Brudenell



William and Ingrid Brudenell /7 fr bevear y 2015
1305 E. State Street
Boise, Idaho 83712

Vouchers or Tax Credits for Private Education

Good morning, Chairman Ricks and other members of the Senate Local Government and
Taxation Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today regarding vouchers
or tax credits for private education.

My family and I have lived in Idaho since 1980. We have three adult children and 4 adult
grand-children. All seven have graduated from public high schools.

During their academic careers, one daughter attended a parochial grade school for four
years and a parochial high school for one year. Our son attended a parochial high school for one
year. Families that needed financial help to enable their children to attend, had access to financial
aid. During those years, it never occurred to us that we might receive a subsidy from the State of
Idaho or any government entity for tuition.

All three of our adult children graduated from universities and three of our four
grandchildren are currently attending public universities.

We do not want our tax dollars being used to subsidize families who have chosen to have
their children attend a private school. One way or another, if this becomes true, it will cost us, by
increasing our taxes and decreasing the quality of public education and, thereby, decreasing the
quality of life of all Idahoans.

Please vote no on the proposals to award tax rebates or vouchers from Idaho general or

education appropriations.

,.éf : jﬂﬁ%ﬂ Il Buwsdonts

William and Ingrid Brudenell

GEOLOGY 101 REPORT 1



Meg_LawIess

From: AnneMarie Schmidt <mannaamps@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2025 10:57 PM
To: Senator Doug Ricks; Senator Ben Adams; Senator Scott Grow; Senator Kelly Anthon;

Senator Treg Bernt; Senator Lori Den Hartog; Senator Ben Toews; Senator Ali Rabe;
Senator Ron Taylor; Meg Lawless

Cc Ryan Schmidt

Subject: Written Testimony - Please vote YES on HB93

Dear Local Government & Taxation Committee:

As we are not able to make it to Boise or to testify remotely before you today due to work and public
service obligations, | am providing written testimony.

First of all, thank you for your work on the refundable tax credit for allowable education expenses. We
would like to ask for your support and to vote YES on HB93. This is especially needed for kids with
special needs. Unfortunately, services to help students with special needs usually come with
exorbitant costs.

We have had to cut back services for our 10-year-old daughter due to the expense. She receives
academic intervention through Lee Pesky Learning Center, as she was diagnosed with 3 learning
disabilities (dyslexia-reading, dysgraphia-writing, and dyscalculia-math). She was initially enrolled for
academic intervention for 2 of the 3 subjects, but we quickly realized that we could not afford this
extreme expense. With the help of the Empowering Parents Grant for the past 2 years, our daughter has
been able to receive academic intervention for reading. This has been of tremendous assistance for
her. Being able to receive support for 1 of her 3 disabilities has been very beneficial, but it would be
helpful to receive services for her other disabilities as well. This semester, our Empowering Parents
funds have already been depleted on her tutoring, and we have to cut her services (for dyslexia) in half in
order to be able to continue to afford it. She now receives one hour of academic intervention per week.

Unfortunately, today we found out that we were not eligible for the Empowering Parents grant forthe
currentyear. This is devastating, as I'm not sure if we will be able to continue services (even just for
dystexia) come fall. A tax credit for children with special needs could make 2 hours of academic
intervention per week a possibility.

As an aside, we had to pull our daughter from the local public school as she didn't qualify for an IEP, even
with these 3 diagnoses, plus generalized anxiety (for which she also sees a counselor. Public school was
a detrimental experience for her unfortunately.). This has been a difficult journey for her. I am also trying
to make it better for others as well, by advocating for those with special needs.

Please vote YES on HB93 - especially for children with special needs, who often cannot afford services
otherwise - as these services unfortunately come with excessive costs.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We greatly appreciate it.
Ryan and AnneMarie Schmidt



Meg Lawless

From: Ritchey Toevs <wrtoevs@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 5:43 AM
To: Meg Lawless

Subject: HB 93 hearing

Attachments: School choice.docx

Dear Meg Lawless,
| would like to submit the attached testimony into the hearing on HB93 today.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Ritchey Toevs

2841W 1800S Aberdeen, ID 83210

(208)604-2599



The Honorable Members of the Local Government and Taxation Committee

First of all, let me thank each of you for your commitment to service to the good people of
the state of Idaho. | have true respect for the integrity, truth and dedication you bring to the
elected office.

| am Ritchey Toevs from Aberdeen, Idaho. 1 am a third generation Idahoan, proud to live in a
small farming community in southeast Idaho. | served on our local school board from 2000
to 2012. | was a part of the “us”, the teachers, district administration, school board, and
community, working together, to weather through some difficult up and down years for
our state’s economy. Our public schools, both in terms of facilities and educationalrigor,
continue to stand proudly at the center of our community.

| am now asking you to strongly consider holding HB 93 in committee. The State of [daho
simply does not have the luxury of funding multiple school options for rural Idaho. Idaho
rural schools are already strapped for funding. Aberdeen patrons support local schools to
the tune of over $900000 each year, one of the highest per student annual override levies in
the state. To give support to multiple options of education which will further reduce
student enrollment in the public schools does not make sense, either economically or
educationally.

Without going into what | see as serious deficiencies in HB 93 in terms of oversight, | have
researched learnings from school choice policies implemented in other states and have
found there is one outcome shared by all; those policies disproportionately affect low-
income families and marginalized communities. School choice may offer opportunities
for a select number but it comes at a cost to those most in need.

Finally, this bill undermines voters’ trust in public education. Section 5, in asking it be made
retroactive to January 2025 states an emergency exists, of what nature, never
communicated. Continuing to pass local levies and bonds is critical to the operations of
all schools and to support those levies, voters need have confidence their tax dollars are
being used judiciously and promises have been kept. Building and override levies are often
the closest election to the end of the legislative process and the first victims of voters’ ire.
Do not let this bill move forward and diminish public support and confidence for those
levies.

Thanks again for your service and please feel free to reach out with questions
Sincerely,

Ritchey Toevs

2841W 1800S Aberdeen, ID 83210

)208) 604-2599



Meg Lawless

From: David Walter <davidg.walter1@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 11:05 AM
To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Written Testimony for House Bill93

Please submit as testimony regarding Bill # HB93.

We are writing asking each of you to vote NO on Bill #1B93 that would divert public education tax monies to homeschool
parents, private, and possibly even religious schools, the latter in violation of the Idaho Constitution.

Brenda taught high school and middle school English over a period of 36 years in public education, 32 of those in Idaho
Public School Districts (Boise Independent - 4 years, Lake Pend Oreille - 2 years, and Boundary County SD 101 - 26 years).
All of those years Idaho public schools were underfunded by the State of Idaho, requiring the passage of additional local
levies for building and maintenance or operation and staffing, and that underfunding continues today.

This issue is not about school choice. Idaho already leads the nation in school choice through charter schools, open
enrollment, online schools, magnet schools, and homeschooling. The issue is about providing sufficient funding for
public schools, the bedrock of every community in our state and country.

David was born and raised in Bonners Ferry, Idaho. He and our children attended Boundary County School District
schools, grades 1-12. David earned a BS in Marketing and Finance, served as an Instructor Pilot in the USAF during the
Vietnam War, and then began a 40+ year career in Banking. Our children both earned full-ride scholarships for their
undergraduate degrees in Electrical Engineering and then pursued Master degrees in EE, our son in Directed Energy and
our daughter in Imaging Systems. The educational foundation our local public schools provided David and our children
and the children of Boundary County in general speaks to the quality of instruction they received in their formative years.

We urge you to protect our public school system in Idaho and vote NO on #HB93.
Thank you.

David and Brenda Walter

1578 Riverside St.

Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805
District #1



Meg Lawless

From: Dennis Boatman <dlboat.8152@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 11:56 AM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Written Testimony Regarding House Bill No. 93

My name is Dennis L Boatman.

My address is 11280 W Divide Pass Dr, Boise, ID 83709.
My email address is dlboatl152 @gmail.com.

| represent myself.

| am against House Bill No. 93.

Please consider this my written testimony.
| am writing to urge you to vote NO on House Bill No. 93.

My reasoning is based primarily on the criteria Governor Little made in his State of the State
address in which he stated that any private school choice measure he considers must be “fair,
responsible, transparent and accountable”, it must “prioritize the families that need it most”, and
't cannot “take funds away from public schools.”

How can it be fair to use funds provided by all of the taxpayers of Idaho to allow those parents
who have already removed their students from public schools voluntarily a tax credit that is only
available to them. How does House Bill No. 93 benefits the taxpayers of the 17 counties in which
there are no private schools, or in the 9 counties in which there is only one private school? How is
this fair, equitable, or just?

The proponents of this bill say the costs are limited to $50 million. My question is where is this
money coming from? If itis coming out of the General Fund, every dollar allocated in this manner
ic one less dollar available for general fund usage, including education expentiures. Instead of
setting aside $50 million for the use of a select few, why not use this money to reduce income tax
rates, provide property tax relief, increase the grocery tax rate, or some combination of these
actions. Admittedly $50 million would have minimal effect on these actions, but these actions
would apply to ALL Idaho taxpayers, not just a select few who can afford to pay for private school
expenses.

From a responsible perspective, public school employees who have unsupervised access to
children are required to undergo background checks. Additionally, House Bill No. 93 does not
require private schools/programs are not required to protect the rights of student, parents, and
employees. Students can be denied admission or expelled arbitrarily, capriciously, without due
process of law. Employees can be dismissed without cause, or discriminated against in hiring or

1



work experience without due cause. Parents must adhere to the rules and regulations of private
school without any legal rights or recourse. Why should the taxpayers of Idaho subsidize
institutions that can endanger students without any recourse to the taxpayer.

Does House Bill No. 93 give me, as a taxpayer in Idaho, the right to see who applies for this tax
credit, how much goes to any recipient, and the purposes for which the expenses were
incurred? How can House Bill No. 93 be transparent if Idaho’s taxpayers are denied this access?

How can this tax credit be considered accountable, when House Bill No. 93 does not provide any
funds for enforcement and the auditing of this governmental program? What other tax-funded
programs or institutions are not audited periodically? How is the reporting of appropriate
expenditures considered responsible when that reporting is limited to the parents who are
claiming their “appropriate” expenditures?

| could go on and on for my reasons to urge you to vote NO on House Bill No. 93. But it comes
down to simply this: constitutionally, public funds are not to be used to fund private education
PERIOD. House Bill No. 93 is a total waste of legislative time and limited taxpayer funds.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.

Respectfully,

Dennis L Boatman
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Meg Lawless

From: Barbara Forderhase <b4dhaza@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 8:32 PM
To: Meg Lawless; Senator Doug Ricks; Senator Ben Adams; Senator Scott Grow; Senator

Kelly Anthon; Senator Treg Bernt; Senator Lori Den Hartog; Senator Ben Toews; Senator
Ali Rabe; Senator Ron Taylor
Subject: HB 93

| attended this afternoon’s hearing on HB 93. |did not testify.

| wanted to respond to one person’s comment that those of us who are against HB 93, are against school
choice. Inmy case, and probably in many others, we are not against school choice. We understand
parents wanting the best for their children. However, | don’t want my public tax dollars spent for private
schools. And while the bill indicates the funds will go to the parents, the money actually ends up funding
private schools or “pods” or “micro schools." If parents want to send their child to private school, they
should pay for it. | have paid taxes that support Idaho public schools every year for 34 years, and yet |
have had no children/grandchildren attend Idaho public schools. | have received no direct benefit from
that tax burden. However, | strongly believe in public education, and strongly feel that public tax dollars
should not be taken away from public schools who need the support to fulfill their mission.

Another person talked about accountability and how the parents would provide it. With public funds,
more than the parents should be held accountable for how those funds are spent. However, Paragraph
20 of the bill says the State cannot regulate or be involved in the schools that the money goes to. Sono
reports on student achievement, no reports on school performance in meeting state education
standards, and no background checks on school staff among other things.

| understand this bill now goes to the floor. |encourage you to discuss these issues/concerns with your
colleagues.

Sincerely,

Barb Forderhase
Boise, District 19



Meg Lawless

From: Ed Wardwell <edntucker@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2025 11:10 AM
To: Meg Lawless

Subject: hb 93

Please enter my statement into the record.

Vote NO on HB 93. It is bad policy to take money from public education students and give it to anyone
other than public schools. It would exacerbate a dividing income class separation and take opportunity
away from public education students and give it to private schools and violate Sections 1, 5 & 6 of ID
Constitution Article X,

You will get sued and lose taking my tax dollars for a worthless cause.

NO on HB 93.

Ed Wardwell

13268 N. Dechambeauy Way
Boise, ID 83714

208 2298778



MEQ_Lawless

From: Ed Wardwell <edntucker@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2025 11:10 AM
To: Meg Lawless

Subject: hb 93

Please enter my statement into the record.

Constitution Article IX.
You will get sued and lose taking my tax dollars for a worthless cause.
NO on HB 93.

Ed Wardwell

13268 N. Dechambeay Way
Boise, ID 83714
2082298778



Meg Lawless

From: Johnny Morse <john.raymond.morse@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2025 5:01 PM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Written Testimony on HB 93

To: Meg Lawless
I represent myself and | oppose HBI3 for the following reasons:

* This billis unconstitutional (public money for private, religious schools), Unaccountable, fiscally
irresponsible, and unnecessary, given the many choices already available to families.

« Itis well established that Idaho’s schools have been underfunded by the legislature for many
years (51st ranking). This bill would decrease the amount available in the general fund for our
public schools, which is detrimental to all children.

* Thereis no educational accountability (academic testing and reporting requirements) beyond a
parent survey.

Thank you,
John Morse
Moscow, ID resident
Legislative District 6



