
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, February 12, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Representative James Petzke to
the Idaho Endowment Fund Investment Board (IEFIB) to serve a term
commencing January 29, 2025, and expiring April 11, 2028. Representative
Petzke earned a graduate degree in finance and owned several e-commerce
businesses. The Idaho Endowment Fund aimed to produce stable, safe,
long-term returns, providing critical income to offset costs for public schools and
agencies. A current challenge for IEFIB was addressing compensation of top
management. Private sector compensation for a fund of $3 billion might be
millions of dollars per annum versus the State's $200,000.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog asked if legislators served on the IEFIB by statutory
requirement. Representative Petzke confirmed such, stating one representative
and one senator served as board members. He and Senator Woodward were
replacing Representative Wroten and Senator Winder.

RS 32240C1 Relating to the Idaho Credit Union Act. Zach Forster, representing Idaho
Credit Unions, stated the legislation made two changes to Idaho Code. First,
it removed the cap, which allowed credit unions to receive state deposits only
up to the federally-insured amount of $250,000. Second, the bill required credit
unions to collateralize all deposits in excess of the federally-insured amount.

DISCUSSION: Senator Harris inquired if the cap would be eliminated altogether. Mr. Forster
confirmed that was the case, with collateralization added for protection of
deposits.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved that RS 32240C1 be sent to print. Vice Chairman Bernt
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

H 102 RECREATION DISTRICTS - Amends existing law to establish additional
procedures to file petitions for the dissolution of recreation districts.
Representative Ehlers explained this legislation addressed a current challenge
faced by the West Ada Recreation District, which sought to dissolve but
found the statutory mechanism difficult due to significant population growth.
For dissolution, a recreation district first gathered 20% of the district voters'
signatures on a petition to place the matter on a ballot, then received a majority
from all voters approving the dissolution. H 102 created an alternate first step.
It allowed a majority of the recreation district's board of directors to present
a petition to the county commissioners, in lieu of the petition signatures. The
matter would then be presented to all voters.



DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti queried if recreation districts existed throughout the State.
Representative Ehlers answered there were 33 recreation districts, though
none in Bannock County.
Senator Den Hartog inquired if other recreation districts faced similar challenges
and how H 102 impacted smaller communities. Representative Ehler stated
Bingham and Canyon Counties also had experienced significant population
growth. H 102 added an alternate to the current first step of petitioning, rather
than eliminating it as an option.
Senator Anthon stated the majority caucus had concerns with the bill and
requested time for further study.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved that H 102 be held subject to the call of the Chair.
Senator Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

HCR 5 DR. ANTHONY FAUCI - States findings of the Legislature and opines that
a federal pardon issued by a president does not confer immunity from
prosecution or responsibility for state crimes. Senator Toews affirmed
the legislative intent was for Idaho to uphold the rule of law and recognize the
harmful results of pandemic policies and recommendations originating from
Dr. Fauci's office.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Guthrie inquired if the right to prosecute for a violation of a State law
currently existed, without HCR 5. Also, why the specificity to Dr. Fauci in the
legislation if the intent was to generally reaffirm State jurisdiction and prosecution
authority. Senator Toews stated HCR 5 confirmed the State's right to prosecute.
Dr. Fauci was referenced due to strong public feeling regarding his work. The
bill would apply to any federal pardon.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved to send HCR 5 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Anthon spoke in support of HCR 5, acknowledging it stated opinion,
and shared his family's experience of harmful policies during the pandemic.
Idahoans remained upset about COVID-19 being handled incorrectly by the
federal government.
Senator Ruchti spoke in opposition to HCR 5, arguing the resolution inflamed
rather than calmed concerns. He disagreed with the bill's implication that Dr.
Fauci committed crimes. Senator Toews countered that the stifling of alternate
scientific findings, which proposed alternate methods of handling the pandemic,
was troubling and limiting to solutions.
Senator Shippy stated that people perceived President Biden's full,
unconditional pardon of Dr. Fauci back to January 2014 as presumptuous.

VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti requested that he be
recorded as voting nay.

H 32 MASK MANDATES - Adds to existing law to establish provisions regarding
the prohibition of mask mandates. Senator Lenney asserted new research
confirmed the ineffectiveness of mask mandate policies during the COVID-19
pandemic. Mask-wearing caused harm to some. He stressed the need to
prevent future government overreach, which was a violation of bodily autonomy
and constitutional rights.
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DISCUSSION: Senator Anthon remarked the bill was carefully drafted to make provision for
mask-requiring businesses such as hospitals and those dealing with hazardous
chemicals. Senator Lenney confirmed such, highlighting that page 1, line 40,
addressed mask policies in vocational settings where protection was required.
H 32 addressed state agencies and political subdivisions rather than private
businesses.
Chairman Guthrie inquired about the definition of healthcare facility in H 32.
Senator Lenney, looking at page 2, line 3, said the definition of healthcare
professional was implicit. Chairman Guthrie requested clarification, as the
political subdivision definition included public health districts, which were part
of healthcare. Senator Lenney stated that health districts also worked with
septic systems and restaurant inspections; he considered them to be a political
subdivision.

TESTIMONY: The following testified in support of H 32: Leslie Manookian; Thad Butterworth,
Chairman of the Ada County Republican Party; Brandon Couchman; Miste
Gardner, Health Freedom Idaho; David Pettinger; and Garth Gaylord.
Arguments included the following: masks did not prevent respiratory diseases.
Masks were not a benign intervention so must be worn voluntarily. Proper fitting,
wearing, and type of mask was essential to efficacy; improper mask use could
be harmful. Courts and classrooms should be open to all, including non-mask
wearers.
Kelly Packer, Executive Director of the Association of Idaho Cities, and John
Evans, Mayor of Garden City, spoke in opposition to H 32. Both affirmed the
value of local government having authority to manage during emergencies. With
the future issues being unknown and technology continually advancing, they
cautioned against limiting future options based on current knowledge.

DISCUSSION: Senator Toews asked Mayor Evans why, if research supported mask inefficacy,
he wished mask mandates to remain an option. Mayor Evans expressed
skepticism about absolutes since technology development made products of the
future unknown.
Senator Lenney listed historical mask requirements by health districts,
schools, the military, and Idaho counties which treated mask-avoidance as a
misdemeanor. H 32 drew a line between advisory and compulsory, limiting
government overreach.

MOTION: Senator Toewsmoved to send H 32 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: In support of H 32, Vice Chairman Bernt shared his experience as Meridian City
Council's President during the pandemic. Meridian chose to not mandate masks.
He affirmed the wisdom of Mayor Evans's counsel. Senator Toews trusted that
individuals, given a choice rather than a mandate, would choose well.
In opposition, Senator Ruchti expressed concern about not allowing local
government and health districts to determine the appropriate course. Chairman
Guthrie stated the key issue was usurping local control rather than masks.
Other concerns included language redundancy. He pointed to page 1, Idaho
Code § 67-2362(1)(d), addressing recommendations and required notices.
Another concern was ambiguity relating to behavioral risk in confined facilities
creating potential for all to be required to wear face masks. A final concern was
unintended consequences of unfunded mandates by the State and of authority
to decide being taken away from local government.
Senator Shippy affirmed that local control should be supported; in conflict he
sided with individual liberties, so he would support H 32.
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VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti and Chairman Guthrie
requested that they be recorded as voting nay.

NOTE: Chairman Guthrie allowed Richard Durrant, Vice President of the Idaho Farm
Bureau Federation, to address the Committee; Mr. Durrant offered a few kind
words.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 9:15 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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