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Chairman Cannon called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.

MOTION: Rep. Bruce made a motion to approve the minutes of January 30, February 4, and
February 5, 2025. Motion carried by voice vote.

MOTION: Rep. Berch made a motion to approve the minutes of February 10, 2025. Motion
carried by voice vote.

H 61: Rep. Monks presented H 61, which increases the food tax credit. It increases the
credit and equalizes levels across the board, removing a higher rate for seniors. He
noted seniors are less likely to spend as much on food as families with teenagers.
The bill also includes an option for people who spend more on groceries than the
standard deduction would be able to itemize their grocery spending and receive
additional money back.
Mark Johnson, from Meridian; Lupe Wissel, state director of AARP Idaho;
Victor Miller, from Meridian; and Miguel Legarreta, president of the Associated
Taxpayers of Idaho, testified in support of H 61.
In response to questions from the committee, Rep. Monks noted his preference to
hold H 61 in committee, and introduce RS 32379 as a replacement and recommend
it be sent to Second Reading. He also noted few people would claim the itemized
tax credit, as most would be more benefited by the standard tax credit, and that the
grocery tax itemized request would work exactly the same as itemized deductions
on regular income tax.

MOTION: Rep. Shepherd made a motion to HOLD H 61 in committee. Motion carried
by voice vote.

RS 32379: Rep. Monks presented RS 32379, a replacement for H 61. It adds the word "retail"
in front of the word "seller" in a few different places to avoid confusion related to
food processors.

MOTION: Rep. Shepherd made a motion to introduce RS 32379 and recommend it be sent
directly to the second reading calendar.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Gannon made a substitute motion to introduce RS 32379 and send it to
General Orders. Chairman Cannon ruled the motion out of order.
Chairman Cannon put the committee at ease at 9:57 AM.
Chairman Cannon resumed the meeting at 10:01 AM.



SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Gannonmade a substitute motion to introduce RS 32379 with an amendment:
on page 1, line 25 and 26, replace $155 with $225. Motion failed by voice vote.

VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Original motion carried by voice vote. Reps. Monks and Scott will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

Chairman Cannon recognized the committee page, Elena Russell, and thanked
her for her work over the first half of the session.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 10:22 AM.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Cannon Cameron Douglas
Chair Secretary
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