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Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Dayn Hardie to the Public Utilities
Commission to serve a term commencing January 31, 2025, and expiring
January 31, 2031. Dayn Hardie introduced himself to the Committee, detailing
his background from growing up on an Oregon ranch through his education in
economics, law, and business. He had joined the Idaho Office of the Attorney
General in 2019, where he served the Public Utilities Commission as deputy
attorney general and later as lead deputy. He emphasized his commitment to
ensuring safe, reliable, and affordable utility services for Idaho residents.

Chairman Guthrie inquired about Mr. Hardie’s transition from counselor to
decision-maker. Mr. Hardie responded that while the transition would present
challenges, his six years of experience had prepared him to make decisions
based on complete records rather than just representing staff. He noted he
would follow the precedent set by Commissioner Hammond. Mr. Hardie stated
he would rely on his existing positive relationships with counsel and welcome
new attorneys who would be replacing him.

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Representative James Petzke to the
Idaho Endowment Fund Investment Board to serve a term commencing
January 29, 2025, and expiring April 11, 2028. Vice Chairman Bernt moved
to send the Gubernatorial Appointment of Representative Petzke to the floor
with the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Harris
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PUBLIC UTILITIES - Amends and repeals existing law to revise provisions
regarding public utility regulation. Stephen Goodson, Policy Advisor, Idaho
Public Utilities Commission, introduced H 8 which removed obsolete terms
and sections from the Idaho Public Utilities Code, including one chapter and
15 sections of Title 61.

Senator Ruchti moved to send H 8 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

At the request of the sponsor, S 1077 was not considered in Committee.

Relating to the Consumer Portection Act. Senator Okuniewicz presented RS
32387, requiring digital advertisers to disclose timing and location of contracted
impressions when requested.
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Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32387 be sent to print. Senator Toews
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

STATE GOVERNMENT - Amends current law to revise provisions regarding
director appointments to certain executive agencies. Senator Okuniewicz
presented legislation to standardize director appointments for the Idaho
Transportation Department, Fish and Game, Parks and Recreation, and
Corrections departments. The proposal would have directors appointed by the
Governor with Senate confirmation for 4-year terms, while the Director of Lands
would be appointed by the Board of Directors with Senate consent.

Senator Ruchti inquired about the historical background of non-gubernatorial
appointments. Senator Okuniewicz noted that some positions were created
through citizen initiatives. Senator Shippy asked about the bill's purpose, and
Senator Okuniewicz explained the current directors were not subject to Senate
confirmation, unlike other agency directors, which created inconsistency in State
governance.

Nick Marciano, Executive Director, Idaho Wildlife Federation, opposed S 1078.
He noted that Fish and Game's bipartisan seven-member commission, currently
appointed by the Governor and Senate-confirmed, would lose its oversight ability
if the director reported to the Governor. He referenced the 1938 Citizen Initiative
that established the board to insulate it from political influence.

Rick Just, President of Friends of Idaho State Parks, opposed the bill, warning
that it could jeopardize the Harriman State Park land gift agreement and create
potential costs for the State. Mr. Just discussed the historical formation of the
Parks Board and emphasized that a politically-appointed Parks Director could
put the park's status at risk.

Michael Gibson, Idaho Policy Advisor, Trout Unlimited, opposed both the
politicization of the Fish and Game Director position and the four-year term limit,
emphasizing that conservation efforts required long-term consistency.

Dre Armin, Representative of Idaho Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and
Anglers, opposed the bill, citing examples from other states where partisan
appointments led to management challenges and disrupted wildlife management.

Jonathan Oppenheimer, Government Relations Director, Idaho Conservation
League, opposed the bill due to potential conflicts between director accountability
to both the Governor and board. He cited a 2018 Idaho Attorney General's report
regarding constitutional conflicts, particularly concerning the Department of
Corrections.

Rob Thornberry, Field Representative, Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership, opposed the bill, stating the current system was functioning well and
required no changes.

Discussion among Committee members focused on dual reporting conflicts, the
value of citizen-led boards, and politicization concerns.

Senator Okuniewicz concluded by emphasizing Senate confirmation authority
and dismissed politicization concerns. He requested the bill be sent to the 14th
Order to address Department of Corrections issues.

Senator Harris suggested holding the bill in Committee for further review.

Senator Den Hartog noted employment clauses could be addressed in the
14th Order.

Senator Adams moved that S 1078 be held subject to call of the Chair. Senator
Ruchti seconded the motion.
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Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1078 to the 14th Order of Business for
possible amendment. Senator Toews seconded the motion.

Senator Den Hartog spoke in favor of the 14th Order, citing the sponsor's
willingness to address the 2018 Attorney General's opinion regarding the
Department of Corrections and Article 10, Section 5 conflicts.

Senator Ruchti opposed, arguing the bill was unneeded.

Vice Chairman Bernt supported the 14th Order, noting the Governor's current
Fish and Game Commission appointment authority.

Senator Shippy expressed concern about directors facing conflicting directives
from boards and the Governor.

Chairman Guthrie suggested the issues with Corrections, Parks and Recreation,
and Fish and Game required a new RS rather than 14th Order amendments.

Chairman Guthrie called for a roll call vote on the substitute motion to send S
1078 to the 14th Order. Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Toews, and
Den Hartog voted aye. Senators Harris, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti and
Chairman Guthrie voted nay. The motion failed.

The motion to hold S 1078 in Committee carried by voice vote.

Acknowledgement of the Page - Alexis Abenroth. Ms. Abenroth told the
Committee that she had enjoyed her time as a Page and asked Senator Den
Hartog what had inspired her to become a Senator. Senator Den Hartog
answered that she wished to represent young families like her own. The
Committee discussed Ms. Abenroth's school attendance issues due to her
Capitol service, with Senators offering to write support letters to her school. The
Committee presented her with gifts and letters of recommendation.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:59 a.m.

Senator Guthrie
Chair

Kathryn Wells
Secretary

Joe Engstrom
Assisting Secretary
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