
MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, February 17, 2025
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW02
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, Senators Woodward, Nichols, Carlson,
Burtenshaw, Zito, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:07 p.m.

MINUTES: Senator Carlson moved to approve the Minutes from February 10, 2025.
Senator Zito seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

INTRODUCTION: Introduction of the Pages - Ainsley Braithwaite. Chairman Lent invited
Ainsley Braithwaite, Senate Education Page, to introduce herself. Ms.
Braithwaite shared a few details about herself, including that she went to a
project-based high school in Idaho Falls, and that she was excited to be more
involved with her community and learn about the Congressional process.

PRESENTATION: Remarks from the ISBA President. Brian Pyper, President of Idaho School
Boards Association (ISBA), shared about the current status of Idaho education.
He described four key points that were critical to the status and adaptation of
public education: public education ensured the continuation of democracy,
Idaho needed to adapt and include more current research on student retention,
students of all levels, regardless of ability, should be taught in the same
classroom, and Idaho schools were wonderful despite the challenges they faced.

PRESENTATION: Engaging Our Community for Student Success: A Story from Lewiston
School District. Lance Hansen, Superintendent of Lewiston Independent
School District #1, described several of the achievements their district has
achieved in the last year including, the first district to achieve system-wide
accreditation through Cognia, the first model Professional Learning Communities
(PLC) school, and three of their members received Idaho State Year awards
(Attachment 1). He explained that the model of their district was to create
engaging and equitable education in safe environments that ensured high levels
of learning for all students. Charlette Kremer, Vice President for Lewiston Board
(Board), discussed how the community and parents were treated as partners
to the school district. She noted their Board meetings were filled with parents
and students sharing their ideas and academic achievements. She further
expressed how students often drove the Board to set higher five-year strategic
plans. Mr. Hansen closed by noting their working relationships with schools and
communities. He noted their slogan this year was to "Move from Good to Great"
which had greatly impacted their approach to education and teaching.



DISCUSSION: Senator Semmelroth asked about the benefits to being Cognia accredited as
a district. Mr. Hansen stated that the accreditation process took a look at the
entire school system, including elementary, middle, and high school. He noted
they were evaluated against 30 standards and rated in each category, and then
adjustments were made off those standards.

Senator Ward-Engelking questioned the how the lack of funding in special
education had impacted their school district. Mr. Hansen noted they had a
five-million dollar gap in what they needed compared to what they received from
the State.

Senator Cook inquired about the K-3 literacy rates. Mr. Hansen stated that in
K3, 79% of all students were reading at grade level. They used a systematic
approach that taught learning skills through a child's eye and connected each
higher layer together. Senator Cook wondered about parent involvement. Mr.
Hansen stated that parents were partnered through the whole processes and
were consistently notified.

Chairman Lent asked about the different private religious schools in Lewiston.
Mr. Hansen stated that there were at least two private religious schools in
Lewiston.

PRESENTATION: Governance for School Improvement: A Story from Blackfoot Charter
School. Janelle Hill, Blackfoot Charter School Board Member, explained that
they had made several changes in their district's structure due to poor academic
outputs (Attachment 2). Craig Gerad, Executive Director for Blackfoot Charter
School, discussed the plan they had developed to remedy behavioral issues,
curriculum standards, insufficient facilities, inadequate academic interventions,
and moved toward PLC status. He expressed their strives had led to reductions
in suspension and expulsions, as well as increased content standards and
curriculum that had improved student retention. Ms. Hill closed by expressing
the necessity for buy-in from the board room down to the classroom and
parent level. She explained that the work they did was rewarding, despite the
difficulties, and had profound impacts on education.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking wondered about the impact of safe and secure
buildings. Ms. Hill explained that the new facility was one of the biggest changes
they made, and discussed its importance in facilitating parent engagement.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

Committee Consideration of the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Wanda
Quinn of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, to the Idaho Public Charter School
Commission to serve a term commencing May 12, 2024 and expiring May
12, 2028. Wanda Quinn shared two significant experiences for her that shaped
how she approached her work with the Public Charter School Commission
(Commission). The first being her past work with ISBA during 1998 and 1999
that involved the initial implementation of charter schools and how they struggled
to address the accountability factor required for these schools. The second was
her more recent work in 2011 that had seen the fruition of the accountability in
Charter Schools. Ms. Quinn noted that she wanted to see more progress and
continue to improve Charter Schools.

DISCUSSION: Senator Cook asked what we could learn from charter schools and traditional
schools in order to improve education comprehensively. Ms. Quinn stated that
there were some interesting models, such as Gem Prep and career training, that
resulted in positive academic outcomes. She expressed that replicating these
models was important to student achievement.
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GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

Committee Consideration of the Gubernatorial Appointment of Joshua
Whitworth of Boise, Idaho, as the Executive Director of the Office of the
State Board of Education to serve a term commencing June 18, 2024.
Joshua Whitworth shared about himself including where he was from, his
education background, and his prior engagement with students. He expressed
a system that he liked to call "Truck Driver Logic" that influenced much of his
decision making for education. The idea states that the more someone knows,
the better off someone will be, and that included learning no matter where
someone was at. In terms of education, this meant taking in all aspects of a
student's life into the equation and making education a priority. Secondly, he
noted the importance of developing communities and unifying as a team, while
ensuring transparency.

DISCUSSION: Senator Burtenshaw asked how he had been prepared to hold the position. Mr.
Whitworth stated that, in working across 83 different agencies, he had learned
how to facilitate change while simultaneously bring people together. He noted
that government had its own processes and understanding those was important
to ensure that good ideas did not get lost.

Senator Semmelroth noted his interim positions as the directors for both the
Career Technical Education department and the Charter School Commission.
She wondered how he would ensure the three different organizations were being
led appropriately. Mr. Whitworth explained that it was never one individual
controlling or running everything, and that it came down to his team. He ensured
that he had a supportive, strong team that was able to facilitate and support
the organizations. He also noted that his team was able to generate and build
strong connections that resulted in good ideas and goals that permeated across
all agencies. Senator Woodward asked about the timeline for filling those two
positions. Mr. Whitworth explained that each position had unique needs to be
met that would likely take a few months to find someone qualified for those
positions, but the sooner the better.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 4:20 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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