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Vice Chair Cornilles called meeting to order at 1:30 PM.

MOTION: Rep. Church made a motion to approve the minutes of February 12, 2025 meeting.
Motion carried by voice vote.

MOTION: Rep. Rasor made a motion to approve the minutes of February 6, 2025 meeting
and February 10, 2025 meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.
Kelli Brassfield, Policy Advisor for Idaho Association of Counties; Sam Hulse,
Bonnerville County Sheriff; and Andy Creech, Payette County Sheriff gave a
presentation on Emergency Communications. They discussed how the system
receives funding, the challenges and limitations of the current system, and the
need to improve the system.
Vice Chairman Cornilles turned the gavel over to Chairman Ehardt.

H 180: Rep. Vander Woude presented H 180, which implements a time frame for
broadband permit requests to be reviewed and approved by county governments.
When a broadband provider submits a permit request application, the county will
have ten business days to review and determine if the application is complete. If
the application is incomplete, the provider will have five business days to complete
the application. If its determined complete, the county will have to make a decision
to approve or disapprove the application within the time frame prescribed based on
the technology stated in the application. The time frame can be extended if both
parties agree. If the county does not make a decision within the time frame, the
application will be deemed approved if the provider gives notice to the county.
When answering questions, Rep. Vander Woude clarified, when the county
hasn't made a decision within the time frame, the broadband provider can not
begin the project until they have notified the county. Broadband permits will not be
considered eligible for grants from the Idaho Broadband Advisory Board until the
permit is considered approved, whether by the county within the allotted time frame
or by default. He stated the time frame might affect local governments' ability to
handle processing applications if they are short staffed. If the legislation passes,
this will provide local governments time prior to the grant applications are due to
prepare for the permit requests, as well as for smaller local governments to take
advantage of grants for staffing.

MOTION: Rep. Wheeler made a motion to send H 180 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.



Ron Williams, representing Idaho Cable Broadband Association; and Danny
Pate, representing Fatbeam Fiber; testified in support of H 180. They stated how
the legislation expands current legislation regarding pole attachments to include
broadband providers, and the need for quicker approval times of broadband permit
applications. The faster and consistent approval times would also allow broadband
providers to better examine their own capitol.
Richard Beck representing Ada County Development Services testified in
opposition to H 180. He requested greater flexibility in the initial time frame to
review the completion of a permit application, as it can take ten or more business
days to enter an application into their system depending on the volume of permit
applications they receive. They also have agreements to provide thirty to forty-five
days to Ada County cities to comment on the permit requests.
In closing, Rep. Vander Woude stated he appreciated the concerns presented on
H 180. The purpose of the hearing is to push the information out into the public,
and the timelines can be adjusted. By keeping it within a time frame, it will keep
the costs down
Rep. Berch spoke in opposition to the motion due to concerns of potential
consequences of H 180.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called a vote on the motion to send H 104 to the floor with a DO
PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Berch requested to
be recorded voting NAY. Rep. Vander Woude will sponsor the bill to the floor.

H 208: Rep. Sauter presented H 208, which provides a means for fire district consolidation
with public transparency in order to provide improved effectiveness and efficiency.
In order to consolidate, all parties must express interest, draft an agreement, hold
a public hearing, and the boards of fire districts vote in favor of the agreement.
Rep. Sauter yielded his time to Greg Timinsky, Middleton and Star Fire Districts
Fire Chief. Mr. Timinsky discussed how this is an issue across Idaho, and will
allow several fire districts to consolidate in order to better provide services and
save funds for their districts.
When answering questions, Rep. Sauter and Greg Timinsky clarified, following
consolidation, previous levies of the individual fire districts will be nullified and
require a new levy to be made. Consolidation can be initiated if 10% or more
of voters within the district sign a petition in favor of consolidation, followed by
a vote of the qualified electors. If there is an appeal against the consolidation,
it will also require a vote on consolidations by the qualified electors in the fire
districts. This will not change the current process in Idaho statute for changing
levies following consolidation. Consolidation may minimally increase or decrease
the amount taxpayers in the new fire district may pay towards levies. The intent of
the legislation is not to allow one fire district to take over another, but to provide
better service through consolidation. Following consolidation, the new fire district
will redistrict the fire district commissioners to ensure representation.

MOTION: Rep. Berch made a motion to send H 208 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Reps. Cayler and Rasor
requested to be recorded voting NAY. Rep. Sauter will sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 212: Rep. Pickett presented H 212, which increases the number of petitioners to start
the process to create a library district from 50 petitioners to 20% of the qualified
electors in the borders of the proposed library district.

MOTION: Rep. Hawkins made a motion to send H 212 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Speaking to the motion, he stated library district sizes varies
across the state.
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Reps. Berch and Healey spoke in opposition to the motion. They stated H 212
creates a threshold which is too high for many communities, and, depending on the
size of the proposed library district, the effort to collect the signatures for a petition
may be too much given the required time frames.
Reps. Alfieri and Church spoke in favor of the motion, but agreed the 20% of
signatures is too high for many communities interested in having a library district.
Reps. Wheeler and Rasor spoke in favor of the motion. H 212 provides a better
approach towards creating a library district. Idaho has a large number of library
districts of varies sizes, with the smallest being under 100 and the largest being
over 200,000.

MOTION: Rep. Berch made a motion to have Rep. Pickett answer questions on considering
lowering the requirement in H 212 for the number of signatures for a petition to be
20% of the qualified electors in the borders of the proposed library district. Vote
failed by voice vote.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call vote on the motion to send H 212 to the floor
with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 11 AYE and
2 NAY and 2 Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Ehardt,
Cornilles, Erickson, Alfieri, Cheatum, Hawkins, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Wheeler,
and Church. Voting in opposition of the motion: Reps. Healey and Berch.
Reps. Skaug and Weber were Absent/ Excused. Rep. Pickett will sponsor
the bill on the floor

HCR 11: Rep. Wheeler presented HCR 11, which recognizes youth entrepreneurship in
Idaho, and encourages local governments to promote youth entrepreneurship and
to consider waving permitting and licensing fees for youth entrepreneurs.

MOTION: Rep. Cheatum made a motion to send HCR 11 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Wheeler will sponsor
the bill on the floor.
Chairman Ehardt introduced the Committee Page for the second half of the
session, Ellery Chasen.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 3:11 PM.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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