
MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, February 18, 2025
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, Senators Woodward, Nichols, Carlson,
Burtenshaw, Zito, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:04 p.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT
VOTE:

Committee to vote on the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Wanda Quinn
to the Idaho Public Charter School Commission. Senator Ward-Engelking
moved to send the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Wanda Quinn to the Public
Charter School Commission to the floor with the recommendation that she be
confirmed by the Senate. Senator Cook seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

Committee to vote on the Gubernatorial Appointment of Joshua Whitworth
as the Executive Director to the Office of the State Board of Education.
Senator Carlson moved to send the Gubernatorial Appointment of Joshua
Whitworth as the Executive Director to the Office of the State Board of Education
to the floor with the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate.
Senator Burtenshaw seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PRESENTATION: The Road Home. Aislyn King, Idaho FFA State Secretary, introduced the
group as well as the skills provided by FFA.Will Brackett, President, discussed
agricultural education including the three-circle model. FFA provided practical
experiences that opened students to connections and allowed them to use
a variety of skill sets. Joseph Bendel, Sentinel, discussed the leadership
opportunities provided by FFA, including different conferences, such as the Gem
State Retreat. Eliza Dugan, Reporter, discussed her experiences in agriculture
and the importance of the field as well as leadership. She mentioned some of
the awards Idaho FFA teams had received in different agricultural fields. Josh
Nelson, Vice President, discussed the various financial burdens and how FFA
members, teams, and administration alleviates some of those pressures through
scholarships provided by different companies and foundations. Abby Foruria,
Treasurer, discussed what a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) was and
the different opportunities that could occur. SAEs gave students real hands on
applications in agricultural fields. Aislyn King thanked the Committee for their
time and their support for the FFA program. She discussed the theme for 2025
as "The Road Home" because their blue jackets were just that, home.

DISCUSSION: Senator Cook asked Ms. Dugan about the showing of potatoes. Ms. Dugan
explained that the category was an Idaho specific showing that highlighted
Idaho's agricultural speciality of potatoes.

Chairman Lent thanked the FFA team for their time and their presentation.



S 1070 EDUCATION - Adds to existing law to establish provisions regarding a
parent teach awareness program. Senator Cook explained that S 1070
addressed the use of Chromebooks for student learning, and the parent
assumptions that the computer had been fool proofed by the school districts.
This bill required that the school districts create a parent tech education program
online that highlighted the nature of online threats, the ways in which students
engaged online, and the best practices that kept students safe. This bill would
not force parents to watch this training, but it would make them acknowledge that
they had access to that information through a signed waiver form.

DISCUSSION: Senator Zito asked if schools were already using this training why legislation
was needed. Senator Cook explained not all schools were using it and for
legality purposes it was important for the districts to have the information. Parents
needed to recognize the importance of handing their students Chromebooks.
Senator Zito asked if there had been liability issues due to school-issued
Chromebooks. Senator Cook stated that he did know that police had collected
school-issued Chromebooks but didn't know the specifics, and no liability had
been placed on the schools.

Senator Woodward asked if there was any cost. Senator Cook stated that
a private organization had distributed the information, and the Department of
Education did not own the program. There could be costs in the future if districts
decided to create or adopt different programs. Senator Woodward asked what
would happen if a signature was not collected by the parents. Senator Cook
stated that was up to local districts to decide.

Senator Ward-Engelking worried about adding another stress on schools
but found it interesting that the State Department was allowing this for both
public and private schools, and questioned how that would work. Senator Cook
clarified that the information was available for both public or private schools, but
the State Department wasn't organizing that. Senator Ward-Engelking asked if
it would be required for private schools. Senator Cook stated that no it would
not be required.

Senator Semmelroth asked about the translations for those who did not natively
speak English. Senator Cook stated that, more than likely, it would be able to be
translated but it would be based on the program. Senator Nichols asked if the
form would stay with the district and schools or if it would be distributed to any
third parties. Senator Cook explained that once the parent had signed the form,
the district would hold onto those forms, as they were the ones responsible.
Senator Cook stated that it was just a signature with the information about the
program, there was no gathering of other data.

TESTIMONY: Quinn Perry, Idaho School Boards Association, testified in support in S 1070, as
she believed it was important to be a leader in the country for equipping parents
with the knowledge of the technology being granted to their children.

Matt Todd, Founder, testified in support in S 1070. He explained that schools
were currently handing out devices without warning parents about the risks
involved with inserting those devices into their homes. He explained that the
program was entirely free, that it did not collect personal information, and
provided the districts with a liability cover if students got in trouble with those
devices.

DISCUSSION: Senator Nichols asked if the form was online or a physical form. Mr. Todd
stated that the State Department of Education would provide a waiver form, and
that the districts would then decide to either have it digitally or physically.
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TESTIMONY: Victor Dominguez, Idaho Internet Crimes Against Children Coalition (IICACC),
testified in support for S 1070. He noted the importance of increasing the
awareness and prevention methods surrounding technology, as those were the
only effective tools to prevent abuse.

Alexis Morgan, Idaho PTA, testified in support for S 1070, and mentioned her
discussions with parents across Idaho as she listened to their concerns. The
overwhelming concern mentioned was technology and the safety of the devices.
She stated there was a dangerous false sense of security with these devices
that needed to be addressed to protect the students.

DISCUSSION: Senator Nichols asked if administration also had a program available to them.
Kim Washington stated that she was unaware of the Boise district providing
information addressing the access to harmful content. She was aware of a Go
Guardian program that allowed teachers to access what was viewed on the
screens, but that it wasn't always utilized. Attempts to block some content had
been made but there were still vast amounts of information visible. Mr. Todd
noted that his seventh-grader was able to blow past the protections set by Go
Guardian and those protections were insufficient content blocks. Bernadette
Edwards, Trustee for Mountain View School District, stated she was a teacher
for many years and explained that teachers were notified when concerning
content was searched. Senator Nichols clarified her question was whether this
program could be expanded to administration, so that parents and admin were
on the same page.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated that there were a lot of filters but that her
concern was when the device was taken home as it would not be on school
servers.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send S 1070 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Burtenshaw seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Zito stated she was having issues as the bigger issue seemed to be
why schools were sending these devices home. Senator Cook stated that this
bill was just to educate parents on what was out there, because kids were
always going to be on the internet.

MOTION VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote.
ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the

meeting at 3:54 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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