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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 3:13 p.m.

Rep. Redman presented SCR 103, describing how the legislation would create
an interim committee, composed of legislators and stakeholders, to research and
discuss ways to eliminate housing issues in the state of Idaho. He explained how in
the 2024 Interim, movement of people into the state caused the cost of housing to
rise. In Montana, similar legislation allowed the Pacific Legal Foundation to provide
insight and suggestions for lowering housing costs.

Rep. Wheeler made a motion to send SCR 103 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

In support of the motion, Rep. Hawkins said he approved of this attempt to
make housing more affordable and efficient, but cautioned against the ability of
government bodies to provide those solutions.

When answering questions, Rep. Redman described how the proposed committee
would be made up of Representatives, Senators, stakeholders, and expert testifiers.
Nonlegislative members of the proposed committee will not be reimbursed from
legislative funds.

Ken Burgess, representing the ldaho Home Builders Association, testified in
support of SCR 103. He discussed how bringing down the cost of housing involves
factors such as interest rates, inflation costs, and hookup fees. Nearly 25% of

the costs associated with being a first time homeowner are attributed to meeting
certain government regulations.

In answer to a committee question as to which form of housing this committee
would aim to discuss, Chairman Ehardt responded the proposed committee would
be looking to lower the costs of all forms of housing.

Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Redman will sponsor the bill on the floor.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 3:24 p.m.
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