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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to provide for a lifetime administrative
certificate for certain teachers and administrators. Senator Den Hartog
explained that S 1092 allowed for a lifetime teaching certificate for teachers or
administration who had 25 years of experience. She explained this was a hybrid
bill that would require the State Board of Education to create rules regarding
this certificate.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated S 1092 was a good bill, but worried about the
training aspects in regard to new information. Senator Den Hartog stated this
did not preclude local districts from requiring teachers or administration to be
a part of certain training program and could still require them to take certain
courses.

Senator Semmelroth asked about the language around "combined" for the
year requirement. Senator Den Hartog stated that teaching and administration
experience could be combined to add up to those 25 years. Senator
Semmelroth asked about the language around "experience" and noted that
she originally thought it referred to actual classroom experience, however,

she was current on her Continuing Education Units (CEUs) but had not been
consistently teaching. She wondered in cases such as hers if people would be
able to receive the certificate. She also questioned if it would only include K-12
or if it would also include K-20. Senator Den Hartog stated that she thought

it only included active experience, however, the State Board would be able to
set those rules individually in the rule making process. Particulars, such as the
grade levels included, would likely be defined by the State Board once the rules
were developed. Senator Semmelroth commented about changing language to
be consistent with code, and the necessity to send it to the 14th Order for those
changes.

Senator Cook asked about line 40 and if there needed to be language written
in about professional misconduct and how far back in the file employees
should look. Senator Den Hartog stated that the language was prospective
not retrospective; so those certificates could be revoked if poor behavior was
portrayed. Senator Cook clarified and asked about instance in which people
stepped away from teaching and then wanted to come back to teach. In those
cases, what was to say they didn't have something previously in their file, such
as being fired. Senator Den Hartog stated that it was something that could
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be addressed in the rule making process. Chairman Lent stated that it would
also be addressed in the hiring process, as was normal procedure. Senator
Cook asked about line 38 regarding reporting and maintenance. Senator Den
Hartog stated that they were just trying to cover their bases once a certificate
was received and limit the amount of paperwork.

Andy Grover, Idaho Association of School Administrators (IASA), testified
in support of S 1092 as he believed this was a good way to retain highly
experienced teachers and administrators while not costing a penny to do so.

Written testimony submitted online appears in Attachment 1.

Chairman Lent inquired about the Rule of 90 for retirement and if this would
only get an individual out of one re-certification cycle. Mr. Grover stated that the
current average year for retiring was 57-60, whereas previously it was 65-67.
While this would only eliminate one re-certification cycle, it would incentivize
people to stay longer than they currently were.

Senator Semmelroth moved to send S 1092 to the 14th Order of Business
for possible amendment. Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Adds to existing law to provide for the Adult Alternative
Instructional Diploma Program and the Adult Alternative Instructional
Diploma Program Grant Fund. Senator Den Hartog explained that S 1093
addressed students and adults aged 21 and older and worked to get them an
accredited high school diploma while also receiving technical skills. At the
moment, there was no way to find those individuals; this bill would allow private
entities to find those individuals and provide the services necessary and would
work in conjunction with the State Board of Education.

Senator Ward-Engelking wondered about the language regarding pilot program
and who would have access. Senator Den Hartog stated it would be available
across the State. Senator Ward-Engelking assumed that once it was running,
Idaho would see more districts being able to do this program on their own.
Senator Den Hartog stated that yes, that was what they had seen happen in
other states. Individuals started reaching out on their own once the program was
readily known by the public.

Senator Nichols asked if how many individuals would be interested in this
program and if existing markets and programs could be used instead. Senator
Den Hartog explained that existing programs may be used, but that they weren't
currently used and no one had reached out to these individuals. Chairman
Lent asked about the data regarding the return on investment (ROI) for these
students. Senator Den Hartog stated she would have one of the constituents
address this.

Senator Semmelroth asked why this was being done as GEDs were readily
accepted by secondary institutions. Senator Den Hartog stated this gave
individuals a certificated high school diploma and workforce program experience.
She stated that the necessity had to do with public perception; many individuals
deemed a diploma more valuable.

Sarah Bettwieser, Cygent Idaho, stated that while GEDs weren't barriers to
higher education, they were often barriers to the military and the workforce.
She noted that individuals with GEDs were granted less opportunities, so this
provided those people with another avenue. In regard to ROI, Ms. Bettwieser
explained that in similar states, such as Kansas, the ROl was approximately
$600,000 over a graduate's lifetime. She also noted that in the targeted
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demographic, participation in the workforce went from 65% to 75% once those
certificates were obtained.

Senator Cook moved to send S 1093 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

Senator Ward-Engelking asked about the marketing costs, so that she could
report the information to the Joint Finance Appropriations Committee (JFAC).
Ms. Bettwieser stated that the marketing was handled separately and would
not impact this bill.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to transfer responsibility to the State
Board of Education for distributing certain moneys to reimburse school
districts for the cost of internet and certain other services. Matthew Reiber,
State Board of Education, stated this was a technical correction and was a
one-word change that changed the phrase "department" to "board." There was
money transferred from the department to the board for broadband infrastructure,
at a net zero transfer. This was something that was missed on the Division of
Financial Management's (DFM) side and was just a technical correction.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to send S 1091 to the floor with a do pass.
Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding school
levies. Senator Toews, explained that S 1094 moved the levy time period from
two years to six years, as it was often too repetitive to readdress levies every two
years. This bill also eliminated perpetual levies while grandfathering in existing
perpetual levies.

Chairman Lent asked if a school board could decide to change a levy three
years into their six year period if necessary. Senator Toews stated that from
his understanding that could be done.

James "Jimmy" McAndrew, Trustee for Coeur d'Alene School District,
testified in favor of S 1094 and explained it was important to those who relied
on supplemental levies. Resources were often wasted doing levies every two
years and the two year levy system often created a barrier to hiring the best
potential employees.

Senator Nichols asked if this would alleviate some of the issues pertaining to
extra work in within the districts. Mr. McAndrew stated that it stripped away
many of the additional tasks and removed the division that occurred due to the
burden of redoing levies every two years.

Quinn Perry, Deputy Director for the Idaho School Boards Association (ISBA),
testified in support of S 1094 and noted the large endorsements they had
received from people regarding this bill. She stated that this would be a good
balance to address some of the problems with levies while still ensuring districts
received funding.

Senator Nichols moved to send S 1094 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 3:47 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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