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Chairman Cannon called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.

H 74: Rep. Monks presented H 74, which adds $50 million each to the school facilities
fund and the homeowners' property tax relief accounts, structures initially set up
in 2023's H 292. The aspect of property taxation the legislature can most directly
affect is school funding; this bill adds money to the school facilities fund in order to
allow for reductions in property taxes which are otherwise mostly controlled by the
decisions of local governments. The homeowners' property tax relief account goes
only to those homeowners who are eligible for the homestead exemption; the taxes
related to school facilities are paid by all property tax payers.
In response to questions from the committee, Rep. Monks requested H 74 be
held in committee, and RS 32441 be introduced and recommend it be sent to
the Second Reading calendar. He also clarified since sales taxes introduced in
the 1960s were designed to replace personal property taxes, the legislature has
legitimate grounds to be making policy decisions on what is largely a local tax,
and the more the state puts in to these funds, the more pressure is taken off local
governments to increase taxes.
The committee heard testimony from Lisa Anderson, Advocacy Director for AARP
Idaho, in support of H 74.

MOTION: Rep. Shepherd made a motion to HOLD H 74 in committee. Motion carried
by voice vote.

RS 32441: Rep. Monks presented RS 32441, the replacement RS for H 74. It changes the
one-time dollars for the homeowner property tax relief account to an ongoing
annual transfer.

MOTION: Rep. Ehlers made a motion to introduce RS 32441 and recommend it be sent to
the Second Reading calendar. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Monks will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:29 AM.
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