
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Friday, February 21, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Harris, Toews, Den Hartog,
Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Anthon

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Joe McNeal to the Idaho Commission
on Human Rights to serve a term commencing July 1, 2024, and expiring July 1,
2027. Senator Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Joe
McNeal to the floor with the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate.
Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Shippy moved to approve the Minutes of January 27, 2025. Senator
Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Toews moved to approve the Minutes of January 31, 2025. Senator
Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

NOTE: The agenda order was modified to accommodate the presenters' schedules.
RS 32299C2 Relating to Wildfire Mitigation Standard of Care. Senator Woodward shared

he was a ten-year board member of the Northern Lights Electric Cooperative
and board member of Idaho Consumer-Owned Utilities Association. Idaho
Power, Rocky Mountain Power, and Avista contributed to the legislation. The
goal for electric service was safe, reliable, and affordable power. Wildfire
posed a significant threat to attainment of that goal. A top recommendation
of the 2023 Idaho Governor’s Wildfire Roundtable was State-level legislation
adopting clear wildfire liability standards for electric utilities based on utilities
implementing wildfire mitigation measures. RS32299C2 was modeled after
Utah’s law and defined utility responsibilities. It clarified when a utility was liable
for wildfire-related damages, encouraged prompt issuance of federal government
permits for wildfire mitigation on federal lands, and increased transparency and
accountability in wildfire mitigation practices of utilities.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Bernt moved that RS 32299C2 be sent to print. Senator Adams
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



RS 32447 Relating to the Constitutional Defense Council. Senator Foreman stated
RS 32447 amended Idaho Code Chapter 63, Title 67 and added Idaho Code §
67-6303, entitled Defense of State Law - Political Subdivisions. Numerous Idaho
counties were being sued regarding the constitutionality of the 2024 H 710, the
Children’s School and Library Protection Act. Lawsuits alleged violation of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. This legislation provided political
subdivisions could request State assistance of the Constitutional Defense
Council, as defined in Idaho Code § 67-6301. Possible assistance included
funding for private counsel, reimbursement to the political subdivision for
attorney's fees and costs, assistance from the Idaho Attorney General, and
an intervention from the State.

MOTION: Senator Adams moved that RS 32447 be sent to print. Senator Toews
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Guthrie passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Bernt.

RS 32413 Relating to Education. Senator Guthrie explained RS 32413 provided another
option regarding Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). It codified what the State
Board of Education introduced, and added penalties of up to five percent of a
program’s budget for violations.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved that RS 32413 be sent to print. Senator Adams
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Bernt passed the gavel to Chairman Guthrie.

RS 32462 Relating to Oil and Gas Wells. Senator Harris relayed RS 32462 changed
Idaho Code § 47-314, dealing with the Idaho Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission. Currently, Code required that one commissioner had a degree in
the geosciences or engineering and had a minimum of five years of experience
in the oil and gas industry. The restriction presented difficulty in finding qualified
applicants in Idaho. The legislation proposed simplifying the requirement to
one of the two attributes.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32462 be sent to print. Senator Toews
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32465 Relating to Counties. Senator Harris explained this legislation allowed
mortuary employees to work part-time with coroners in final disposition of
deceased human bodies. Currently, for competition reasons, this was disallowed.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Bernt moved that RS 32465 be sent to print. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32333C1 Stating Findings of the Legislature Recognizing the Need to Continue
Activites by Water Users and the Idaho Water Resource Board. Sen.
VanOrden presented the legislation as addressing conflicts between members
of the Idaho Surface Water Coalition and ground water districts along the
Eastern Snake Plain. The legislation defined the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer, its
connection to the Snake River, and provided history on the aquifer depletion due
to efficient canals. The effectiveness of the agreement reached in 2015 between
ground and surface water users ended in conflicts during 2024. In spring 2024
the Department of Water Resources followed the law and issued a curtailment
order, potentially removing thousand of acres from agricultural production due to
lack of water. The 2024 Stipulated Mitigation Plan would supersede the 2015
Settlement Agreement. The goal was to recharge the aquifer at the rate of
350,000 acre feet, resulting in more water reaching the Magic Valley. This plan
provided individual accountability and reevaluation after four years.
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DISCUSSION: Chairman Guthrie thanked Senator VanOrden for the presentation.
Senator Shippy inquired if individuals following the agreement rules were
curtailed because others violated the rules. Senator VanOrden affirmed that
understanding.

MOTION: Senator Adams moved that RS 32333C1 be sent to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32132C1 Stating Findings of the Legislature. Senator Toews explained the legislation
aimed to affirm the traditional family as fundamental to a stable, healthy, and
prosperous society. A month would be designated to celebrate and educate on
the importance of the traditional family.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32132C1 be sent to print. Senator Shippy
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti
requested that he be recorded as voting nay.

S 1076 IDAHO ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT - Amends existing law to
establish provisions regarding temporary rules and to revise provisions
regarding temporary rules. Senator Guthrie yielded his time to Russ
Hendricks, Idaho Farm Bureau. Mr. Hendricks summarized changes made by
the legislation. Section one stated temporary rules were for unique or emergency
situations; the best rulemaking was through negotiated rulemaking which
allowed participation and provided accountability and transparency. Section
two addressed circumstances appropriate for temporary rules. The Governor
would publish the reason for the rule's necessity. Section three related to fee
rules, again requiring the Governor's involvement. Section five reversed prior
Code, making temporary rules subject to Idaho Code § 67-5223. That Code
allowed a germane committee to request a cost-benefit analysis for the rule.
Section six directed that alongside the temporary rule was clear identification
of changes made from any prior rule. Section seven stated the temporary rule
could not be repeated in the future. Section eight clarified that in dispute over a
temporary rule, State courts would have jurisdiction. Mr. Hendricks requested S
1076 be sent to the 14th Order of Business for amendment to allow language
clarification requested by the Governor's Office and the Department of Financial
Management.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved to send S 1076 to the 14th Order of Business for possible
amendment. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:32 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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