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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:03 p.m.

Senator Woodward moved to approve the Minutes of February 13, 2025.
Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to approve the Minutes of February 17, 2025.
Senator Carlson seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

US Senate Youth Program. Superintendent Debbie Critchfield introduced the
US Senate Youth Program and how these students were interested in civics and
the program exposed them to a variety of political endeavors, including a visit to
Washington D.C. to see how legislation was processed on the federal level.

Students Adilee Elam, Jeni Hammon, Nicholas Mendez, and Mason Gibbons
spoke about the benefits of the program, their future plans after high school, and
how the program had exposed them to important connections.

Senator Woodward asked for a clarification on what two fields Mr. Mendez
planned to study in the fall. Mr. Mendez stated he was looking to major in Earth
and Planetary Science and International Relations.

Senator Cook questioned Mr. Gibbons about the steps to get into the program
and be elected as a delegate. Mr. Gibbons stated that he found out about the
program through a school counselor, and through the application process they

were required to write two essays on different topics. Then, there was a panel

interview to determine the finalists for the delegates.

Senator Lent asked the delegates what they believed would be beneficial to
evolving Idaho's education system. Mr. Mendez explained that there were
aspects, as a student, that he wished he would've appreciated more. He
noted that teachers truly care about the students and their success, and
that attention was crucial to their successful performances. Additionally, Mr.
Mendez highlighted the importance of Career Technical Education programs
and expressed the desire to promote those programs. Frances Camilli
expressed the benefits of career pathways and the constant support from
the Superintendent and administration. She noted how there needed to be
a structural change to extracurricular activities and electives to encourage
bottom-up changes.
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EDUCATION — Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding approval
of public charter schools. Senator Ward-Engelking explained that S 1097
incorporated the flexibility and unique benefits afforded to a charter school and
allowed those to be done in the public school system. The bill was not mandatory,
but it allowed for the configuration of a building or multiple buildings into a charter
school if so desired by a school district. Senator Ward-Engelking explained
that plans would need to be approved before implementation could be done.

Senator Cook asked how the money would be appropriated from a Joint
Finance Appropriations Committee standpoint. Senator Ward-Engelking
stated that it would be set up in rules, but there were codes existing that would
help outline and define those parameters. Senator Cook questioned the
possibility to remove some of the restrictions governing public schools. Senator
Ward-Engelking noted that she had been a proponent of removing some of
those parameters and rules, but the Legislative Body kept implementing more.
So, she believed this bill was the first step in removing some of those regulations.

Chairman Lent discussed how this bill shifted a paradigm in education. He
stated that this bill opened the door to change the structures regarding the
conduct of public education in the State. Senator Ward-Engelking clarified how
this bill provided an option and was not mandatory for any district to implement.

Senator Nichols asked if the bill had garnered any interest from different
districts. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that there was some interest and there
had been a lot of discussion on how this would work. She noted that the Boise
School District would be interested in converting a building, if this bill passed.

Senator Cook asked about the difference between a charter school that was
sponsored by a district and a charter school that was created by this proposed
transition. Senator Ward-Engelking stated there was no difference, this would
just make that transition process to a charter school easier.

Senator Nichols moved to send S 1097 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Carlson seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

Written testimony submitted online appears in Attachment 1.

EDUCATION — Amends and adds to existing law to establish provisions
regarding a teacher apprenticeship program and to revise provisions
regarding teacher certification. Senator Semmelroth explained that S 1098
was a corrections bill that made changes based on new information regarding
the apprenticeship programs. She explained that S 1098 carved out a different
section of code for those programs rather than integrating them into existing
sections, as currently codified. She stated that this was the first step and there
would be a workgroup meeting in the summer to address these programs more
in-depth.
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Senator Cook asked for clarification regarding the graduation with a certificate
after three years of apprenticeship. Senator Semmelroth stated that it was
based on each state, and that the person who developed the program in
Tennessee stated that at the end of the three years of student-teaching a
certificate would be awarded with a bachelors degree.

Senator Cook asked about the language of "teacher of record". Senator
Semmelroth noted that the "teacher of record" was the teacher in charge of the
classroom and this language was to clarify that the apprentice was not that
teacher.

Chairman Lent asked if the current code included a four year degree and
about the stakeholder list when this issue was first addressed. Senator
Semmelroth yielded to the State Board of Education. Matthew Reiber, State
Board of Education, stated that the initial legislation was passed in 2023 and a
committee was formed after that to determine how to implement those changes
regarding apprentice programs. He stated that a four year degree was not
required currently for a completion of an apprenticeship program. Senator
Ward-Engelking noted that it was important for the apprentice program to obtain
a four year degree because teaching certificates were often not transferable.
She compared it to the process that often happened in the military and how
apprentices would earn credits towards a full degree.

Senator Zito was concerned why there was a four year degree requirement.
Senator Semmelroth stated that one did not need a bachelors degree to be in
the program, but it should be the result of the program. Senator Zito clarified if a
person would have to be enrolled in a four year institution to obtain those credits.
Senator Semmelroth stated the conversations this summer would address
being enrolled in a college while completing those apprenticeships programs,
and how they would earn those credits.

Senator Lent asked if a bachelors degree was needed to complete the program.
Senator Semmelroth stated that, in order to complete the program, a bachelors
degree would be required. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that those credits
would be awarded once mastery was demonstrated. She compared it to a
journeymen's license for electrical work.

Senator Nichols asked about the level of education that the bachelors degree
would apply to. Senator Semmelroth stated that the bachelors degree was a
requirement regardless of level and it was not a new concept. She stated the
purpose of this bill was to clarify these concepts in code. Senator Nichols
asked if this bill would prohibit the State Board of Education from awarding a
teaching certificate if an individual did not have a bachelors degree. Senator
Semmelroth stated she wasn't sure how to answer that question since that had
never occurred. Senator Nichols stated that wasn't what was currently codified.
Senator Semmelroth stated that yes, but when the code was changed, the
apprenticeship program did not fit appropriately into the codified section, which
was why these changes were necessary in the bill. Senator Nichols asked if
this would increase the teacher shortage. Senator Semmelroth stated that
teacher shortages were not due to teacher recruitment issues but often resulted
from teacher retention.

Senator Zito asked if people would be able to go directly into the classroom to
start apprenticing or if this would lead to a conversation with institutions of how
to create these teacher apprenticeship programs. Senator Semmelroth stated
that these programs already existed but that there needed to be conversations
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that aligned the apprenticeship program with federal guidelines.

Senator Cook asked if he started college today and was teaching at the same
time would he receive credits toward a degree. Senator Semmelroth stated that
these programs were for para-professionals, such as a library aid or a cafeteria
worker. She stated that this would help them obtain those degrees. Senator
Cook asked if he was a janitor, teaching classes through their school, and taking
classes, would he get credit for teaching in that class toward his bachelors
degree. Senator Semmelroth stated that it was enacted differently in each
state. Idaho's program ran through the State Board of Education and there was
specific program requirements for each district.

Senator Lent stated that apprenticeship programs intended to be an alternative
pathway, but this bill would now require a four year degree. Senator
Semmelroth stated that she wanted to ensure Idaho aligned with national
guidelines. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that the intent was to always
receive a teaching certificate and a bachelors degree at the same time. She
noted the necessity of the bachelors degree to ensure that an individual could be
hired at any district.

Senator Cook asked if an individual would get credit for that apprenticeship
program. Senator Semmelroth stated that the nature of the apprenticeship
earned credit for degrees. Senator Cook asked if this would force a university to
accept credits from an apprenticeship program. Senator Semmelroth stated
that it would be up to the school individually to decide, and if they did want to
accept those programs then they wouldn't be a part of the conversation at all.

Senator Zito noted other programs that did apprenticeships and how the current
teacher apprenticeship programs did not allow for certificates to be transferred. If
that's the case, then this legislation was not complete because it did not address
how one would complete that process to obtain a bachelor's degree. Senator

Semmelroth stated that line 35 built the framework for obtaining those degrees.

Senator Woodward moved that S 1098 be held in Committee subject to the call
of the Chair. Senator Nichols seconded the motion.

Senator Nichols stated that S 1098 had a lot of questions and that further
discussions needed to be had before making a decision.

The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ward-Engelking requested she be
recorded as voting nay.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 4:16 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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