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Chairman Cannon called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.

H 263: Rep. Shepherd presented H 263, which eliminates sales taxes on animal adoption
fees.
Sharon Helmandoller, president of Take Me Home Dog Rescue; Jenny Carlisle,
director of Freedom Bound Hounds; and Katherine White, of Freedom Bound
Hounds, testified in support of H 263.
The committee heard testimony from Jean Watanabe, from McCall; Erin Woods,
from Lewiston; and Jenna Redheart, founder and director of the Idaho Animal
Rescue Network, in support of H 263.
In response to questions from the committee, Rep. Shepherd clarified he does
not intend to refund sales taxes already paid under the Tax Commission's current
interpretation of the law, but rather to stop the collection of such taxes going forward.
In response to further questions from the committee, Rep. Shepherd yielded to
Ken McClure, a lawyer at Givens Pursley who has participated in the drafting of
the legislation. Mr. McClure explained the inclusion of the words "have never
been subject to taxes" on line 17 is in order to prevent the Tax Commission from
attempting to collect sales tax on animal adoption fees on past transactions, as
there is no statute of limitations on the collection of back sales taxes. He also
explained there is not a provision to cover municipal animal shelters.

MOTION: Rep. Shirts made a motion to send H 263 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Shepherd will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

RS 32518: Rep. Ehlers presented RS 32518, which would change property tax assessment
for utilities from an assessment to a rate based on kilowatt hours they produce. It is
designed to be revenue neutral and to begin in 2026.
In response to questions from the committee, Rep. Ehlers explained though the
property is fixed, the assessment can vary from year to year, and the legislation is
designed to prevent the need to go to court.

MOTION: Rep. Monksmade a motion to introduce RS 32518. Motion carried by voice vote.



ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:34 AM.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative Cannon Cameron Douglas
Chair Secretary

HOUSE REVENUE & TAXATION COMMITTEE
Tuesday, February 25, 2025—Minutes—Page 2


