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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:04 p.m.

Senator Zito moved to approve the Minutes of February 18, 2025. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to establish provisions and define
terms regarding parent-supported instruction for public school students.
Steven Thayn discussed the parent-supported instruction model that created
a partnership between parents and teachers and facilitated diverse options for
student education. He noted how many schools and parents were engaged in
this model already. Mr. Thayn shared some data regarding different school
models being used currently in the education system beside the traditional
school model (Attachment 1). He explained that S 1068 addressed the inherent
competition in the education system, and encouraged school districts to adopt
this model of instruction in order to address parent concerns for their child's
education. He explained some of the parameters regarding the bill, including
testing and score levels.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated she had a few concerns about the bill,
including the lack of ability for the State Board of Education to regulate this
model. Mr. Thayn stated that the concern would be that the parent-supported
instruction model would be regulated out of existence. Senator Ward-Engelking
asked about the language for what would be included in covered funds, and if
travel funds would be included. Mr. Thayn yielded to Janet Cox. Janet Cox,
Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA), stated that she worked on a team

that reviewed and approved what costs could be reimbursed. She noted that
travel expenses would not be covered, however items such as museum tickets
would be covered due to a tie back to education. She stated that most funds
were spent on curriculum and resources such as books, sports activities, music
lessons, and school supplies. Senator Ward-Engelking asked if computers and
internet were reimbursable, or extracurriculars such as karate or dance lessons.
Ms. Cox stated that extra-curricular activities such as karate would be covered.
One electronic device was covered per year, but would require special approval
in order to purchase higher rated devices. Senator Ward-Engelking asked for
clarification on devices. Ms. Cox stated that internet was a covered expense,
so long as parents had not applied for Empowering Parents. Devices were
reimbursed for one new device each year at maximum. Although, most parents
only asked for reimbursements on devices roughly every four to five years.
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Senator Ward-Engelking asked about the language in pages 2 and 3 regarding
parent instruction versus school responsibility. She noted that when a child
was absent and not in the classroom, costs still incurred. It seemed as though
the responsibility was still on the teacher for the student's success, even if
they weren't physically in the classroom. Ms. Cox stated that their teachers
were intimately engaged with the family and were constantly checking in with
students and parents to ensure they were keeping up on all their work. Mr.
Thayn noted that the application process was set by the local school districts
and the reason for that was to ensure that school districts could see the level of
responsibility parents were taking, and could negotiate how much each party
would be responsible for. Senator Ward-Engelking expressed the need for
students to be in public education to receive funding.

Mary Ellen Nourse testified in support of S 1068 and noted how it encouraged
parent involvement in their child's education. She believed that when parent
involvement increased so did student success.

Lisa Huettl testified in support of S 1068 and noted that as a teacher it was
important to have parents involved and engaged in their child's education. She
believed this program still operated under a public-school model, and they were
monitored the same way; the only key difference was the engagement with the
parents.

Written testimony submitted online appears in Attachment 2.

Senator Cook asked how they were paid and about their partner program. Ms.
Huettl stated she was paid through the school district. Idaho Home Learning
Academy (IHLA) hired her and she reported to Home Ed 360, which was a
partner program for IHLA. Senator Cook asked for clarification as to whether
the parents were paying her, and if the Education Savings Account (ESA) was
just for expenses. Ms. Huettl stated that she was not paid by the parents and
that the ESA was solely for reimbursing school expenses. Senator Woodward
asked about the amount in the education account. Ms. Huettl stated that each
account had $1,800 per student.

Launa Forrest testified in support of S 1068 due to the increased performance
she saw when working with these parent-supported instruction models and the
increased success from her own children in their grades.

Aleah Southfield testified in support of S 1068 due to her personal experiences
with her own child's special education needs and how this model effectively met
the needs of her children and increased their success in education.

Senator Zito questioned why we needed a bill if this program was already
occurring. Senator Thayn stated that a bill was needed to reduce the regulatory
burdens that were attempting to impose on the flexibility of this model.

Due to time constraints, Chairman Lent requested that further discussion and
decisions on S 1068 be postponed for a later date.

Senator Woodward moved to hold S 1068 in Committee subject to the call of the
Chair. Senator Cook seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 3:56 p.m.
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