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Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

None

The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Kevin Settles to the Idaho Commission
on Human Rights to serve a term commencing July 1, 2024, and expiring July 1,
2027. Senator Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Kevin
Settles to the floor with the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate.
Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Jim Woodward to the Idaho Endowment
Fund Investment Board to serve a term commencing January 29, 2025, and
to expire April 11, 2028. Senator Bernt moved to send the Gubernatorial
Appointment of Jim Woodward to the floor with the recommendation that he be
confirmed by the Senate. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

Minutes of February 7, 2025. Senator Shippy moved to approve the Minutes
of February 7, 2025. Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

Minutes of February 17, 2025. Vice Chairman Bernt moved to approve the
Minutes of February 17, 2025. Senator Shippy seconded the motion. The
motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to the Agricultural Protection Area Act. Representative Andrus
presented RS 32484. He stated that this bill was a cleanup of the Agricultural
Protection Area Act passed in 2024. RS 32484 created a fund to support
protected agricultural areas which could be donated to.

Senator Den Hartog expressed concern that there was no Senate sponsor yet.

Senator Harris moved to send RS 32484 to print. Senator Toews seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to Liquor. Senator Shippy presented RS 32536. This bill allowed
established caterers to obtain a liquor license. Established caterer was defined
as one that had been in business for at least five years, catered at least 25
events a year, and met all licensing requirements. A caterer was required to
register annually and pay a fee of $150. He hoped to begin a conversation with
this RS, meet with interested parties over the summer, and return with a refined
bill next session.
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Senator Adams moved to send RS 32536 to print. Senator Toews seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

STATE DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ACT - Adds to existing law to
provide for certain voluntary noncompliance and acceptance of risks.
Representative Scott presented H 97. She stated that this bill affirmed the
right of individuals to remain and protect their home when evacuations had
been ordered, but provided that the homeowner bore the responsibility for costs
associated with a later rescue.

Senator Toews moved to send H 97 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

CONCEALED WEAPONS - Amends existing law to revise a provision
regarding course instruction for an enhanced license to carry a concealed
weapon. Representative Shepherd presented H 48. He explained that this
bill allowed retired law enforcement officers to continue to provide enhanced
concealed carry instruction.

Amy Gorges, owner of American Freedom Defense along with her husband Jim,
testified in favor of H 48. She explained that Idaho Code §18-3302K currently
provided that the legal portion of the enhanced concealed weapon permit class
must be taught by: 1. an active, senior, or emeritus member of the Idaho State
Bar, or 2. an Idaho law enforcement officer who held a POST (Peace Officer
Standards and Training) certificate. H 48 permitted a retired law enforcement
officer to teach the class. This aligned the law with the current practice of the
Idaho State Police as indicated on their Training Certificate of Completion form
(Attachment 1).

Senator Adams moved to send H 48 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

TOBACCO PRODUCTS AND ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES - Amends,
repeals, and adds to existing law to establish provisions regarding clean
indoor air and prevention of minors' access to tobacco products and
electronic smoking devices. Senator Lenney presented H 133. He stated that
this bill moved various definitions from administrative rule to the Idaho Code.

Senator Shippy asked whether there had been any opposition to this bill.
Senator Lenney responded that there was no testimony on the House side
opposing the bill, nor were there any questions from the House committee.

Senator Den Hartog moved to send H 133 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

A Joint Memorial. To the President of the United States. Senator Harris
presented RS 32515. He explained that this was a Joint Memorial relating to
mining. It acknowledged the history of mining in Idaho. It cited the bureaucratic
requirements for obtaining permits. Finally, it requested that Idaho's Governor,
Attorney General, and Congressional delegation work with the current
administration to streamline and reduce red tape for obtaining mining permits.

Senator Ruchti moved to send RS 32515 to print. Vice Chairman Bernt
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to Coroners. RS 32509 was moved up the agenda. Senator Den
Hartog presented the bill. She explained that this was a trailer bill to S 1101. RS
32509 exempted certain sensitive information in a Coroner's report, such as
photos, from public records.
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Senator Adams moved to send RS 32509 to print. Senator Bernt seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

COUNTIES - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding prohibiting
the final disposition of dead human bodies. Senator Harris presented S
1121. He stated that under current law, an employee of a Coroner's office that
also operated as a mortuary could not assist in the final disposition of a body.

S 1121 removed that restriction. The restriction still applied to funeral directors,
morticians, and owners of mortuaries.

Kelly Brassfield, Idaho Association of Counties, testified in support of S 1121.
She argued that this provided much needed assistance to Coroners.

Vice Chairman Bernt moved to send S 1121 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:33 a.m.

Senator Guthrie
Chair

Kathryn Wells
Secretary

Meg Lawless
Assisting Secretary
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