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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:02 p.m.

Senator Nichols moved to approve the Minutes from February 20, 2025.
Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Committee to vote on the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Paul Amador
to the Idaho Public Charter School Commission. Senator Ward-Engelking
moved to send the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Paul Amador to the Idaho
Public Charter School Commission to the floor with the recommendation that he
be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The
motion carried by voice vote.

Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding denial of school
attendance and denial of transfer enroliment applications. Representative
Dygert stated that H 236 made some formatting and wording changes in

order to clarify code. He noted that it clarified that schools must be informed

if a student was unenrolled in lieu of discipline, and that those disciplinary
behaviors must be readily known and reported when they enroll at a new school.
He noted the relation to Idaho Code §20-525A and how this section of code
outlined the behaviors that were needed to be disclosed. He explained that
504 plans and Individualized Education Plan (IEP) had a separate process and
different legislation in place to address those students. He also noted that minor
infractions would not lead to expulsion.

Brittany Shipley testified against H 236. She noted her background in social
work and how she worked directly with kids who had developmental disabilities
and were being charged with crimes despite being on an IEP. She noted that
those individuals do not deserve to be on that list and that H 236 would only
further harm those students.
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Senator Cook stated that Representative Dygert had clarified that individuals
on 504 or IEP plans would be exempt from this bill. Ms. Shipley explained that
there was a mandated responsibility to assess kids for a disability, however that
it wasn't always done, and these children still often receive charges because
they were not on protected plans despite their need. She further argued that
there had been cases where students who did have an IEP had been charged,
particularly in rural areas.

Senator Semmelroth asked if there was an investigation regarding the
situation she explained in her testimony. Ms. Shipley stated that at this time

no investigation had been made, which was why she was involved. Senator
Semmelroth stated that this legislation was outside the scope of special
education needs, and the types of behaviors addressed by this bill would have to
be so significantly severe that those individuals would need more help than just
being enrolled back into school. Ms. Shipley stated that she did not disagree,
however, there were certain behaviors that would still lead to charges being
imposed.

Laura Wallis testified against H 236 stating that there were some grammar
and conventional issues, that led to a lack of clarity in the bill. She stated that
the special education protection only protected them against firearm charges
based on where the phrasing was located and would need to be modified before
being passed.

Senator Woodward asked about the type of amendment necessary for this bill.
Ms. Wallis stated that the phrase regarding special education would need to
be included as its own subsection in order to make sure correct procedure was
being followed. Senator Ward-Engelking agreed that it needed to be in its
own section.

Aide Moore testified against H 236 as it was her belief that it removed the
access to education to the students who needed education most. She explained
that students with behavioral challenges needed to stay in education as it had
been proven to help them reduce their behavioral issues. She noted how
amendments would need to be added in order to ensure an alternative method
of education, such as online education.

Lori Billaud testified in support of H 236. She noted that teacher burnout
was rampant due to the behaviors of students in the classrooms. There was
no method currently to check the behaviors of students and there were no
remediation options available to teachers. She noted the need for special
education students to have better methods to treat their situations, rather them
putting them in a general classroom body.

Senator Carlson asked about the solution for special education kids. Ms.
Billaud stated that forcing special education students into a regular general
education class was cruel. They needed to be put in different classes and
settings that were more appropriate for the disabilities. Senator Ward-Engelking
and Chairman Lent stated that this conversation was beyond the scope of this
bill and would need to be had at a different date.

Senator Cook stated he had seen some of these discipline issues firsthand,
however, he did not see anything in the bill preventing a teacher from reporting a
student and then having a board expel them. Representative Dygert stated that
local district policy was still in place, this bill only addressed criminal convictions
for disciplinary issues. Districts were still able to expel students based on their
own policies. This bill just addressed severe criminal behaviors and the necessity
to disclose that information at enroliment and during attendance. Senator
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Cook clarified that this was a cleanup and the real problem came down to a
lack of discipline for kids and only addressed criminal issues. Representative
Dygert stated that when he was a teacher, the saddest part was understanding
that discipline started and ended at his door. However, this bill addressed the
criminal, severe acts of students and the necessity that those be disclosed. This
did not impact special education students or those on IEPs, as they had their
own policies that impacted their behavior.

Senator Ward-Engelking wondered if Representative Dygert would be okay
sending it the 14th Order for the language surrounding special education to
make it its own section. Representative Dygert stated that he would be willing
to send it to the 14th Order. Senator Ward-Engelking commented that the
thinking behind this bill helps every party involved.

Senator Woodward stated he wasn't following the concern raised by Senator
Ward-Engelking. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that the way it was currently
written, it may only apply to Subsection 3 of holding a firearm. Therefore, to
ensure individuals with IEPs or 504 plans were protected, changes needed to
be made to that section. Representative Dygert stated that section was also
existing legislation that had not been changed, but he was happy to address it.
Senator Woodward asked if it was existing, and it was not currently causing
problems, then why would the language change. Representative Dygert stated
the changes could be made different ways, including a trailer bill later on if
necessary.

Senator Nichols asked about the process for disclosure and what happened if
parents did not disclose pertinent information. Representative Dygert stated
that those procedures would come through the State Department of Education.
He noted the Boise School District currently had a plan in place for those
situations, and it was included a questionnaire form. He stated that if it came up
later in the school year, school districts could still put this bill into place. Senator
Nichols asked if it applied to K-12. Representative Dygert stated that the
Idaho justice system works hard not to have elementary kids in the criminal
system. So, this would mostly affect 6-12. Senator Nichols asked if it would be
a district-based policy for implementation. Representative Dygert stated that
was correct.

Senator Woodward commented that special education seemed to be covered
in Section 2.

Senator Woodward moved to send H 236 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Cook seconded the motion.

Senator Ward-Engelking did not believe that Section 2 sufficiently protected
IEPs or 504 plans.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send H 236 to the 14th Order of Business
for possible amendment. Senator Carlson seconded the motion.

Senator Woodward stated that restating federal guidelines that were required to
be followed felt circular.

The motion carried by voice vote.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 4:00 p.m.
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Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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