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Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

None

The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

Minutes of February 5, 2025. Senator Adams moved to approve the Minutes
of February 5, 2025. Senator Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.

Relating to the Peace Officer Standards and Training Council. Chris Goetz,
Sheriff of Clearwater County representing the Idaho Sheriff's Association,
testified in support of RS 32542. He explained that under current law, a person
convicted of any felony could not be certified as a peace officer, regardless of
whether it was a withheld judgment, whether the conviction was dismissed,
expunged or pardoned, and no matter how long ago the felony was committed.
This bill allowed those who had previously been convicted of a felony, other
than those provided for in Idaho Code §18-310 such as murder or rape, could
be certified as a peace officer.

Senator Harris moved to print RS 32542. Senator Den Hartog seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to State Government. Senator Galloway presented RS 32529.
She stated that this bill enacted a statewide ban on unauthorized camping or
sleeping on public property, roads or rights-of-way. It further prohibited political
subdivisions from permitting such activities. There were exceptions for private
property, designated recreational areas, endowment lands, and certain lands
owned by state agencies.

Senator Anthon moved to print RS 32529. Senator Toews seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to the Idaho Building Code Act. Senator Galloway presented RS
32551. She explained that RS 32551 required a local government to notify an
applicant for a building permit as to the completeness of the application within
ten days of application.

Senator Anthon moved to send RS 32551 to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to Education. Senator Lent presented RS 32520. He stated that,
under this bill, schools received a base level of funding and additional funding
based on eighth grade math proficiency and post-secondary outcomes including
graduation requirements.
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Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 32520 to print. Senator Toews
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to Education. Senator Den Hartog presented RS 32477. She stated
that this bill repealed the Enpowering Parents Grant Program.

Senator Anthon moved to send RS 32477 to print. Senator Toews seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Relating to Oil and Gas Conservation.
Relating to Highways and Bridges.
Relating to Highways and Bridges.
Relating to Education.

Senator Anthon moved to send RS 32560, RS 32478, RS 32569, and RS
32543 to print. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.

IMMIGRATION - Adds to existing law to provide for crimes regarding illegal
entry into this state and to provide for an order to return to a foreign
nation. Representative Crane presented H 83. He outlined the history of illegal
immigration and the efforts to address the issue. Representative Crane cited
an article in the Idaho Statesman that estimated that there were approximately
35,000 illegal immigrants in Idaho. In addition, Representative Crane provided
the history of the Texas law which H 83 was largely modeled after.

Senator Lakey continued the presentation. He explained that H 83, along
with § 1039, addressed immigration. Senator Lakey submitted an engrossed
bill that combined provisions in each of those bills (Attachment 1) and asked
that the Committee send H 83 to the 14th Order for possible amendment. He
then outlined the provisions of the engrossed bill. The engrossed bill focused
on cooperation with the federal government and on those illegal immigrants
who were detained, investigated or suspected of criminal activity under Title 18
or Title 37 of the Idaho Code. It provided for the offense of illegal entry into
the State of Idaho under Idaho Code §18-9003 and illegal reentry under ldaho
Code § 18-9004. In addition, it set forth affirmative defenses. The engrossed
bill further provided for cooperation with the Department of Homeland Security
which included exchange of information, memoranda of understanding, and
compliance with federal immigration detainers and warrants against individuals
who had served the fixed portion of any state sentence. It made it a crime to
transport those with a criminal conviction into Idaho. There was an enhanced
sentence requirement of five years for an illegal immigrant who was convicted
of a serious crime. Under Idaho Code § 18-9009 there was a determination
of the individual's immigration status and requirement for notification of the
Department of Homeland Security after arrest. The individual was not eligible for
alternate sentencing. The engrossed bill also provided authority to transport to
a federal facility.

Senator Ruchti asked whether these provisions could only be enforced if the
individual was detained, investigated, or suspected of committing a crime under
Title 18, Idaho Code. Senator Lakey replied that was correct. Senator Ruchti
noted that Title 18, Idaho Code was broad and included crimes such as traffic
stops and asked whether those violations triggered this law. Senator Lakey
responded that traffic stops were under Title 49, Idaho Code, but there were
misdemeanors in Title 18, Idaho Code that would trigger the provisions of this
law. In addition, a violation of drug laws under Title 37, Idaho Code also triggered
the provisions of this bill.
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Rudy Rodriguez, a retired policeman, testified in opposition to H 83. He
expressed concerns that this legislation could lead to racial profiling and cited
several examples of racial profiling. He was also concerned that this bill would
further burden an already over burdened court system.

Amy Dundon testified in opposition to H 83 on behalf of the ACLU. She argued
that the bill was unconstitutional. The new state crimes it created would burden
an already strained judiciary who did not have expertise in immigration law.

It would also increase the caseload for defense attorneys who were already
overloaded. The bill could lead to racial profiling.

Senator Lakey concluded stating that H 83 required some connection to
separate criminal conduct. He further noted several differences between the
Texas law and H 83.

Senator Shippy asked Representative Crane and Senator Lakey what the
concerns were that the dairymen and builders expressed. Representative
Crane stated that they had worked with the dairymen and their legal counsel as
well as law enforcement and addressed their concerns.

Senator Ruchti commented that he felt the words detained or investigated could
lead to racial profiling. Representative Crane responded that there had to be a
legitimate reason for the detainment or investigation under Idaho law.

Senator Harris moved to send H 83 to the 14th Order for possible amendments.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

Senator Anthon emphasized that this legislation required that an individual must
have done something criminal and followed the normal procedure for determining
their legal status afterward.

Senator Ruchti argued that for an individual to have committed a crime, they
must have been convicted, not merely detained or investigated for a crime.

The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti was recorded as voting nay.

IDAHO CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER GRANT PROGRAM - Amends and
adds to existing law to establish the Idaho Crisis Pregnancy Center Grant
Program and to revise provisions regarding abortions performed in cases
of rape or incest. Senator Adams presented S 1077. S 1077 created the
Idaho Crisis Pregnancy Center grant program. It allocated $1 million in grants
for Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) to improve access to pregnancy related
counseling and other services. The grant awarded was proportionate to the
number of clients served by the applicant in the previous year. If they had not
been in operation for a year, they could apply for a grant of $25,000. The program
would be overseen by the Director of the Department of Health and Welfare
(Department). A fraudulent application constituted a misdemeanor and deemed
the applicant ineligible. Finally, it added to the Defense of Life Act and, consistent
with Idaho abortion policy, required the physician, in the case of rape or incest, to
provide the informed consent materials 24 hours prior to performing the abortion.

Senator Shippy asked whether any of the CPCs requested these grants and
whether there had been any abortions in Idaho as a result of incest or rape.
Senator Adams replied that no CPC had requested these grants and there had
not been any abortions as a result of incest or rape in Idaho.

Senator Harris inquired whether a woman who needed an emergency abortion
had to wait 24 hours. Senator Adams explained that page 3, lines 27- 43
addressed abortions in the case where the life of the mother was at stake.
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Mary Ruckh, Mary Dawes, Dr. Martha Lund, William Mitchell, representing
Legal Voice, Kelly O'Neill, John Crowder, and Mistie Tolman, representing
Planned Parenthood Alliance, testified in opposition to S 1077. The following
were some of the arguments they made. CPCs were not required to provide
licensed medical providers. They were not regulated, nor were they bound by
HIPPA privacy rules. CPCs used manipulative and deceptive practices which
often led to a delay in the woman seeking access to medical care. Mr. Mitchell
noted that the Attorneys General of Idaho, Louisiana, Minnesota, New Jersey,
and Washington were investigating unregulated CPCs under their Consumer
Protection Acts. There were further comments that this grant program expanded
government into an area where private charities and non-profits had served
the community. Using public funds for religious purposes violated the Idaho
Constitution. The grant program lacked oversight.

Scott Watson, Sophia Grigg, Jay Filonczuk, and Maggie Goff testified in
opposition to $1077 for moral and religious reasons.

Joyce Day, Executive Director of Compassion and Hope Pregnancy Center,
David Ripley, Executive Director of Idaho Chooses Life, and Jenelle Faulkner,
Executive Director of Next Pregnancy Care Center, testified in support of S 1077.
They stated that the grants provided under this bill would allow CPCs to provide
additional support and care to pregnant women.

Senator Adams responded to several of the arguments made during testimony.
Private religious entities were already receiving public funds through the Launch
and other programs. The Department provided oversight for the program. The
informed consent requirement was not new. S 1077 clarified that the informed
consent materials must also be provided in cases of rape or incest. Finally, the
fiscal impact included $1 million for the grant appropriation, $10,000 every five
years for printing of the informed consent materials, and $15,000 per year for
licensing of those materials.

Additional written testimony was submitted (Attachment 2).

Chairman Guthrie asked whether, if the whole appropriation of $1 million was
not spent in one year, the balance would be added to the following year's
appropriation. Senator Adams clarified that the entire appropriation of $1 million
would be split between the grant applicants so there would be no balance.

Senator Den Hartog asked whether the Department had the discretion as to the
amount of grant awarded to each applicant. Senator Adams stated that those
applicants who had not been in operation for a year would receive $25,000. The
remaining applicants would receive an amount proportionate to the number of
clients they served the previous year.

Senator Anthon moved to send S 1077 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

Senator Shippy argued that CPCs should be supported by private donations,
not taxpayer dollars. He would be voting no.

Senator Anthon commented that one of the criticisms of the pro-life position was
that while that position favored restricting abortion, it failed to provide resources
to pregnant women who were in a difficult position. This legislation provided
those additional resources.

Senator Den Hartog agreed that it was important to provide resources to
pregnant women in a difficult position.

Vice Chairman Bernt expressed concern regarding the fiscal note, but
supported the pro-life aspects of S 1077.
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ROLL CALL
VOTE:

ADJOURNED:

Chairman Guthrie called for a roll call vote. Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman
Bernt, and Senators Harris, Shippy and Ruchti voted nay. Senators Anthon,
Toews, Den Hartog, and Adams voted aye. The motion failed.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting of the Committee at 10:09 a.m.

Senator Guthrie
Chair

Kathryn Wells
Secretary

Meg Lawless
Assisting Secretary
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