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Chairman Mendive called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM.

MOTION: Rep. Sauter made a motion to approve the minutes of January 23, January 27,
February 11, and February 17. Motion carried by voice vote.

H 334: Rep. Mickelsen presented H 334, which creates a managed recharge goal for
the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer. She noted Mile Post 31 works as a dividing line
between regions for aquifer recharge purposes because recharge rights come
into place in different places in the water system. She also explained the testing
requirements at injection wells during the recharge process.

Brian Murdock, a farmer from Blackfoot, and Paul Arrington, Executive Director
at the ldaho Water Users Association, testified in support of H 334.

MOTION: Rep. Raymond made a motion to send H 334 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Mickelsen will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

S 1040: Rep. Mickelsen presented S 1040, which clarifies code to ensure irrigation districts
can sign contracts to collaborate with private water users.

Rep. Mickelsen yielded to Paul Arrington, Executive Director of the Idaho
Water Users Association, who explained there is current language in code to
prevent members of irrigation district boards from receiving profits; the legislation is
designed to ensure they do not profit off such agreements but to ensure they can
continue to make those partnerships.

MOTION: Rep. Raybould made a motion to send S 1040 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Mickelsen will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

S 1041: Paul Arrington, Executive Director of the Idaho Water Users Association,
presented S 1041, which allows canal companies or similar entities to help resolve
disputes between water users connected to private ditches or laterals.

In response to questions from the committee, Mr. Arrington explained the request
for mediation would not necessarily need to be more formal than a letter, and the
process for mediation would be similar to what the Department of Water Resources
is currently empowered to do. He noted the expertise held by the canal company
staff would be helpful in resolving disagreements.



MOTION:

S 1013:

MOTION:

S 1012:

MOTION:

ADJOURN:

Rep. Raybould made a motion to send S 1041 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Nelsen will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Rep. Boyle presented S 1013, which allows outfitters to train people in trapping
and sets out what people should learn in such training, including weapon safety,
trespass laws, species identification, first aid, and wilderness survival. This exempts
people guided by licensed outfitters from licensing requirements for trappers.

Ellary Tucker-Williams, Legislative and Community Engagement Coordinator at
the Idaho Fish and Game Commission; Dexton Lake, of the Idaho Farm Bureau
Federation; Nick Fasciano, Executive Director of the Idaho Wildlife Federation;
and Justin Webb, of the Foundation for Wildlife Management, testified in support
of S 1013.

Rep. Raymond made a motion to send S 1013 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Boyle will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Rep. Boyle presented S 1012, which creates a Depredation Appeals Board. This
would allow ranchers to submit evidence from their initial discovery of an animal in
the event a trapper could not reach the scene in time to conclusively discover what
had killed their livestock. The members of the board would be the Director of the
Department of Agriculture, Director of the Department of Fish and Game, and a
large animal veterinarian nominated by the Governor.

In response to questions from the committee, Rep. Boyle noted once a kill is
conclusively determined to be from a wolf of a grizzly bear, the rancher could then
receive compensation, and this bill would allow ranchers an additional avenue to
receive that compensation for their lost animal.

Dexton Lake, of the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation, testified in support of S 1012.

Megan Smith, Program Director at Living With Wolves, testified in opposition to
S 1012.

Rep. Raybould made a motion to send S 1012 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Boyle will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 2:17 PM.

Representative Mendive Cameron Douglas

Chair
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