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Chairman Lent and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today in support of Senate Bill 1145. My name is Tennille Call, and I am the Director of
Education for United Way of Southeastern Idaho. In this role, I work with community and business leaders to ensure Idaho’s kids have a
strong start to their education.

We all want Idaho’s kids to succeed. Strong literacy skills set the foundation for success in school and life. Kindergarten readiness isn’
t about intelligence or IQ—it’s about exposure. When young children have opportunities to hear stories, play with language, and build
early literacy skills, they are prepared to succeed in school.

This bill has an amazing focus on parents. Parents are a child’s first and most important teachers. When families are engaged in early
learning, kids succeed. This bill makes sure parents are part of their child’s literacy journey at school and at home.

This bill uses funds already allocated to education more efficiently. The bill lets schools use their literacy intervention funds to build
strong reading skills in our children at an early age. By investing early, we can reduce the need for costly interventions later, saving
money and ensuring more kids stay on track - and it doesn’t cost us any more money now.

I have seen firsthand the difference early learning can make. Over the past five years, through Foundation Grants and business
partnerships, our team has improved access to quality early learning programs in American Falls. As a result, kids who attended an early
learning program before kindergarten, increased their readiness scores by 30%, and by third grade, fewer than 2% needed extensive
intervention.

Idaho’s kids are smart, capable, and full of potential. Senate Bill 1145 ensures more kids start strong, stay on track, and reach their
full potential. I urge you to support this bill and give Idaho’s youngest learners the best chance at success.

V For Y
United Way of Southeastern
Idaho Early Learning
Collaboratives
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Thank you for your time. I’m happy to answer any questions.

cont.Ken  Price 17

My name is Ken Price and I am the Outside School Time and Husky Pups Preschool Director for the Marsing School District.  Thank
you for the opportunity to testify in favor of Senate Bill 1145.

The Marsing School District has prioritized PreK education because we see firsthand the positive impact it has had on student
achievement and well-being. Since 2020, we have had our Husky Pups, Head Start and Special Ed preschools all located on our district
campus .

Both Husky Pups and Head Start serve 18 students each from 7:30 to 2:30.  Our Special Ed preschool runs on Mondays and
Wednesdays for 4 hours each day

We support this bill because it helps ensure that our youngest learners have the foundation to be successful in school, such as a
focus on early literacy and parental involvement. We have seen remarkable results in student performance and school readiness.

For example, in the Fall of 2023, for students who attended Husky Pups preschool, 77% of them scored Proficient, or grade level, on
their IRI tests.  Non Husky Pups’ students were 52% Proficient.  In Math, Husky Pups’ students were 70% Proficient, compared to only
30% Proficient with students who did not attend our preschool.

Another benefit of PreK programs is that we can identify learning challenges before they hit KG.  For example, by the end of this
school year Husky Pups will have nine students on Individualized Education Plans or IEPs. Marsing Head Start will have 10 students on
IEPs.  The challenges range from Speech, Cognitive and/or Behavior patterns. Because we are addressing these special needs early, our
students are able to stay in class with their friends and continue to advance grade levels.  They stay out of the full time special education
track- saving taxpayers significant money.

Providing school districts with the tools to better serve our youngest learners not only yields better test results, better readers and
increased parental involvement, it also gives them confidence and increased self-reliance. Providing young children with early math and
literacy skills helps them to be more successful in school, and in life after high school

IP For YMarsing School District BoiseS 1145

cont.Daniela Schneider-
Aguilera 16

I am against Senate Bill 1147. I am very concerned that the "Outcomes based funding" will only serve to further exacerbation
disparities in public schools based on socioeconomic status. It will divert funds away from schools that are struggling to meet the needs
of their students, resulting in schools in poorer neighborhoods having even less funding, less staff and perhaps even having to close. The

W Against NSelf BoiseS 1147
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result being reduced options for public education and further gutting our public school system. I ask that you please, please, listen to
Idahoans who have repeatedly and loudly asked Idaho lawmakers to stop attacking and defunding our schools. Schools with struggling
students need assistance and investments to address the issues, not punishment by withholding the resources they need to make
changes.
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