
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Friday, March 07, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of William Craig Corbett to the Idaho
Lottery Commission to serve a term commencing January 1, 2025, and expiring
January 1, 2030. William Corbett shared he had served on the Idaho Lottery
Commission (Commission) since July 2012. He appreciated the Commission's
work in contributing financially to the State.

DISCUSSION: Senator Harris asked what the lottery's greatest contribution was. Mr. Corbett
noted funding for education and the permanent building fund made a significant
difference for the State.
Vice Chairman Bernt inquired what made him uniquely qualified to serve.
Mr. Corbett summarized his personal investment in the State, being a lifelong
Idahoan, and desire to contribute to his community. He aimed to do the best job
possible with integrity, and for the Commission to do likewise, for the benefit
of Idaho.

RS 32612 Relating to the Idaho Building Code Act. Senator Galloway noted RS 32612
was a revision to RS 32551, previously considered by the Committee. A change
was noted in line 12: permitting agencies were to provide, rather than publish,
a list of permit process requirements. Also, the section which defined a 45-day
timeline for application approval or denial was removed. The core of the bill,
which required notice of application completeness within 10 days, remained.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Bernt moved that RS 32612 be sent to print. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti asked what problem this legislation addressed. Senator
Galloway stated housing affordability and supply.

VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote.
RS 32598 Relating to Tourism Revenue Protection. Senator Anthon stated the

legislation limited regulation by local government on short-term rentals in Idaho.
DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti inquired if a full hearing of the legislation was intended. Senator

Anthon answered that would be decided later.
MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32598 be sent to print. Senator Adams

seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



HCR 6 IDAHO-TAIWAN RELATIONSHIP - States findings of the Legislature and
expresses support for Idaho's partnership with Taiwan. Representative
Britt Raybould noted HCR 6 celebrated the economic relationship built between
Taiwan and Idaho over the years, as well as Taiwan's advancement of and
protection of democracy. Representative Raybould visited Taiwan in 2024 with
other Idaho legislators; the development of the nation impressed the delegation.
Vice Chairman Bernt expressed the honor of visiting Taiwan with the delegation
and affirmed the value of the ongoing relationship with the nation.

MOTION: Senator Toews moved to send HCR 6 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

H 299 IDAHO BROADBAND ADVISORY BOARD - Amends existing law to revise
the composition of the Idaho Broadband Advisory Board and to provide
that any grant award process shall be conducted by an independent third
party. Representative Vander Woude noted he and Senator Ricks had served
on the Broadband Advisory Board (Board) from its inception. Vice Chairman
Bernt and Senator Ruchti also currently served. Due to legislator changeover,
building sufficient broadband infrastructure knowledge among board members
was challenging. H 299 allowed the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House to each add one non-voting, advisory member to the
Board. Additionally, a neutral outside source could be hired to score grants.

DISCUSSION: Senator Harris inquired about prospective third parties. Representative Vander
Woude stated a national outside source was hired to review processes. The
same entity would likely be hired for grant scoring assistance. Neutral evaluation
was beneficial because perspective varied between governmental and private
parties.

MOTION: Senator Ruchti moved to send H 299 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti expressed valuing the addition of members with greater
subject-area knowledge, particularly for assistance in asking the right questions.
Third-party scoring was also appreciated.
Chairman Guthrie asked how the cost of hiring a third-party would be covered,
noting the bill's fiscal note stated no fiscal impact. Representative Vander
Woude relayed the federal government provided a $500,000 grant to enact the
grant issuance. Cities and counties also received part of the federal funds for
planning and grant-writing assistance.
Senator Anthon inquired about the history and structure of the Board, as
well as its role with industry. Representative Vander Woude explained nine
members comprised the Board – three representatives appointed by the Speaker
of the House, three senators appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the
Senate, and three appointed by the Governor. The legislators served two-year
terms. The term shortness and election results contributed to lack of continuity.
Gubernatorial appointees served longer. The Board began in 2021 to oversee
$35 million in State funding for a statewide broadband plan. Through the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021, $500-$600 million of federal funds
were available for administration. H 299 sought to add stability and knowledge of
broadband infrastructure to the Board. Representative Vander Woude noted
the Office of Broadband within the Idaho Department of Commerce, led by
Ramón Hobdey-Sánchez, as a resource.

VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote.
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H 276 BEER - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding brewers'
licenses. Jeremy Pisca, Executive Director of the Idaho Beer and Wine
Distributors Association, noted H 276 addressed small brewer parity, inspired by
a lawsuit filed in 2023. H 276 ensured that in-state small brewers were treated
the same as out-of-state small brewers, with no unfair advantage given to either.
The bill clarified that all small brewers could self-distribute and maintain retail
locations as long as they:
• Had a warehouse or brewery physically located in the State;
• Distributed only the brewery-made products;
• Used employees of the brewery; and
• Utilized equipment owned or controlled by the brewery.
The in-state warehouse requirement ensured all brewers were subject to
inspection, for protection of the health of Idahoans and for establishment of
an orderly marketplace. The physical presence component established legal
jurisdiction for administration and courts, provided accountability for breweries
through Alcohol and Beverage Control, and allowed for inspections required by
Idaho Code.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved to send H 276 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Guthrie passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Bernt.

H 278 ELECTIONS - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding certain
election deadlines and the filling of certain vacancies. Senator Guthrie
summarized that H 278 aligned pre-election dates to simplify the work of
statewide county clerks and to eliminate candidate and voter confusion
resulting from current date variance. Of note was current difficulty providing
timely-developed ballots for overseas and military voters. Early voting would be
up to three weeks prior. H 278 did not impact how or where to vote, or who
could vote absentee.
Trent Tripple, Ada County Clerk, referenced the handout, illustrating the timeline
created by H 278 (attachment 1). Of note, elections of even-numbered years
were treated differently than other elections. Green represented filing deadlines
for state, legislative, and federal offices. A one-week filing period starting the 13th
Monday before the election was followed by a one-week withdrawal and write-in
period. After those two weeks, the timeline was the same for all elections. H 278
allowed two weeks for ballot preparation, print, and distribution by county clerks.
Voters could register to vote up to the absentee request deadline. The canvass
period was standardized to nine days across all districts. All 44 clerks across
the State supported the bill.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti asked how the candidate filing window shortening to one week,
from two, was better. Mr. Tripple answered it was a compromise made for the
House to pass the bill. Clerks were neutral about the window shortening, as the
Secretary of the State's office would oversee the one-week process. County filing
continued with a two-week window. Senator Ruchti inquired on the selection
of a three-week limitation for early voting. Mr Tripple noted this was an area of
compromise — seeking to not inhibit in-person voting and to have the time period
consistent across the State. An effort would be made to increase the number of
early voting locations to ease the shortening of the window for some areas.
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TESTIMONY: Phil McGrane, Idaho Secretary of State, noted Idaho's progress made in
simplifying and standardizing the Idaho election process. In 2009 each district ran
its own elections. H 278 continued consolidation efforts. He noted that in some
areas the candidate withdrawal deadline was subsequent to the ballot issuance
date. Clerk Tripple worked to bring all dates into alignment. Benefits noted for
voters included clarity in communication and predictability of the election timeline.
Sara Westbrook, representing the Idaho Association of Counties, affirmed
support for H 278. It was priority legislation for the Association of Counties.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved to send H 278 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Toews seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog noted the sufficiency of a one-week filing period for political
candidates, as the process could be completed online, 24 hours per day, which
was commensurate with a two-week in-person filing period during typical office
hours.

VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote.
NOTE: Chairman Guthrie stated he had a conflict of interest pursuant to Senate Rule

39(H) regarding H 280 and excused himself from the Committee.
H 280 PUBLIC SERVANTS - Amends existing law to provide an exemption for

relatives of members of the Legislature participating in the legislative page
program. Senator Harris summarized that H 280 allowed pages related to
legislators to be compensated, through insertion of an exemption in Idaho Code
§ 18-1359 subparagraph 2.

MOTION: Senator Adams moved to send H 280 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Toews stated he had a conflict of interest pursuant to Senate Rule
39(H) but intended to vote.

VOICE VOTE: The motion carried by voice vote.
ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Vice Chairman Bernt adjourned

the meeting at 8:49 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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