
ARE IDAHO'S STREETS AND PUBLIC 
PLACES BECOMING 

DIRTY & DANGEROUS? 



DO YOU THINK PUBLIC CAMPING IS 
SAFE AND COMPASSIONATE? 

THINK AGAIN. PUBLIC CAMPING IS 

DEADLY & DANGEROUS! 

DISEASE DEATH DRUGS -VIOLENCE 

the Boise River have been a recurring concern for both residents and 
to environmental and public safety issues. In early 2024, the Garden City 
Vorks organized a cleanup operation to address debris accumulation 
scheduled for March 4, the cleanup was postponed to March 8 because 
rs were invited to assist in removing trash to prevent it from being 
Jring waters. 1{.)(.,1-0tls ... .sccu 

residents reported increasing amounts of trash and 
hazardous materials, such as needles, along the Boise River. 
One resident highlighted the potential risks to public safety, 

especially for those frequenting the area with pets or 
children. 

5-year-old girl killed, 2 hurt in car fire at Boise Walmart 
A car engulfed in flames in , Boise Walmart p~r'k;ing lot sends two people 
to the hos pita I. 
o►-,-;J,Jt(• •· •• 1\) 

City of Jamestown Declares State of 
Emergency Due to Unauthorized ... 
CITI OF JAMESTOWN OEClARES STATE OF 
EMERGENCY DUE TO UNAUTHORIZED CAMPING ... 

• 'J .• }):',, 

• Jamestown, NY: In July 2024, Jamestown declared a state of emergency 
due to approximately 300 unauthorized individuals camping on public 

and private land, leading to severe impacts on public health, safety, and 

city resources. -"'·'"'Cl\'"'"" 

This crisis hes also ~n marked by a rise in criminal ecnvures. SlJCh as theft, violence, har11ssment, trespassing, and vandalism. Reports from downtown 

patrons and t:omployees ,eve al rrecoeot harassment, with individuals belflg targeted by aggresslv.e..be.bavion.and havlns personal belongings thrown at 

residents and bcsioesses. and acts of vandalism. Specific incidents include the theft o( c.ity•owned garbage Mld recycling bins, blcydes fro,n porches, 

shopping carts from stores, and melal components such as electrical wiring and aif amditloning units. The Jarnestown Polke OeP3rlment (JPO) Is 

strlf!J~<!!h!n.•s officers are diverted from essential duties to manage these ca 

other critical community needs and exacerbates the city's broadtt challenges. 

his redirection of resources delay-$ respcoses to 
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4 message or telephoning the Legislative Services Office at (208) 334-2475. 

Moved by 

Seconded by 

IN THE SENATE 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO S.B. NO. 1141 

1 AMENDMENT TO THE BILL 
2 On page 1 of the printed bill, delete lines 11 through 42; on page 2, 
3 delete lines 1 through 3 and insert: 
4 "SECTION 1. That Chapter 23, Title 67, Idaho Code, be, and the same is 
5 hereby amended by the addition thereto of a NEW SECTION, to be known and des- 
6 ignated as Section 67-2341, Idaho Code, and to read as follows: 
7 67-2341. PUBLIC CAMPING OR SLEEPING -- PROHIBITIONS. (1) Notwith- 
8 standing any provision of law to the contrary, public camping or sleeping 
9 as provided for in this section shall be unlawful in the state of Idaho. No 
10 city or applicable single countywide highway district as defined in sec- 
11 tion 40-120, Idaho Code, in Idaho shall authorize, permit, or enable public 
12 camping or sleeping as defined under this section on public property, public 
13 building grounds, or public roads or rights-of-way within the jurisdiction 
14 of the city or any applicable single countywide highway district. The provi- 
15 sions of this section shall not apply to or affect policies, rules, statutes, 
16 or leases regarding endowment lands, department of parks and recreation 
17 lands, or department of fish and game lands. 
18 (2) For purposes of this section, "public camping or sleeping" means 
19 unauthorized lodging or residing in a temporary outdoor habitation used 
20 as a dwelling, lodging, or living space, which includes sitting, lying, or 
21 sleeping for a prolonged amount of time, and may be evidenced by the erection 
22 of a tent or other temporary shelter, including a motor vehicle as defined in 
23 section 39-6501, Idaho Code, or a recreational vehicle as defined in section 
24 49-119, Idaho Code, and may include but is not limited to the presence of 
25 bedding, pillows, cooking appliances, heat sources, the storage of personal 
26 belongings or food, or digging or earth breaking. 
27 (3) Nothing in this section shall prohibit or prevent overnight camping 
28 for recreational or educational purposes on property designated for such 
29 purpose, authorized specific temporary events or activities, or authorized 
30 overnight parking at Idaho rest areas or private businesses in compliance 
31 with applicable established rules. Nothing in this section shall prohibit 
32 or restrict a city or applicable single countywide highway district from 
33 maintaining and enforcing ordinances, rules, or laws that prohibit loiter- 
34 ing, overnight camping, or other similar activities. 
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(4) The attorney general shall have the power to bring a civil action 
2 in any court of competent jurisdiction against any city or applicable sin- 
3 gle countywide highway district to enjoin the city or applicable countywide 
4 highway district from knowingly violating the provisions of this section. 
s The attorney general may recover reasonable expenses incurred in any civil 
6 action brought under this section, including court costs, reasonable attor- 
7 ney's fees, investigative costs, witness fees, and deposition costs. Any 
8 city or applicable single countywide highway district that violates the pro- 
9 visions of this section may be assessed a civil penalty of not more than ten 
10 thousand dollars ($10,000) for each violation. Cities against whom civil 
11 penalties are assessed are liable for reasonable attorney's fees. 
12 ( 5) The provisions of this section shall apply only to cities with a pop- 
13 ulation of greater than or equal to one hundred thousand (100,000).". 

14 CORRECTION TO TITLE 
15 
16 
17 

On page 1, in line 4, delete "UNAUTHORIZED" and insert: 
ON"; in line 5, delete "AND" and following "ACTION" insert: " 
FOR CIVIL PENALTIES". 

"PROHIBITIONS 
AND TO PROV I DE 
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Anny Frampton Testimony 

My name is Anny Frampton and I own a house and small business on South 14th Street in 
between downtown Boise and the Boise River Greenbelt. 

My husband and I moved to Boise and purchased our house in 2018. We noticed the car 
camping issue immediately when we moved in and it got progressively worse each year 
following. We decided to move out of the house when we found out our first baby was due 
in early 2023 due to safety concerns. We currently have renters staying there. We are now 
expecting our second baby sometime in the next 2 weeks and have no plans to move back 
into the house with young children. 

I wanted to share a few experiences to convey how the car camping in our neighborhood 
has affected our daily personal lives and how we operate our business. 

Many instances of the same RV being parked directly in front of our house for weeks 
on end. Lawn chairs, grills, bikes, bottles of human waste and trash spread out on 
the sidewalk directly in front of our house. There have even been people who would 
sleep on the ground directly in front of our front yard. During these times especially, 
it is scary coming and going from the house because people are able to watch your 
every move. They know exactly who we are, how many people live in our house, and 
can track exactly when we leave and when we get back home 24/7. One instance in 
particular, I tried to take a picture of the RV that had been directly in front of our 
house for more than 2 weeks to report them to a compliance officer, and a young 
man came out and threatened to "beat me up." There is a constant level of anxiety 
and fear just deciding to leave our house and walk down the street-we have to 
strategically plan out how and when to leave to avoid the camps. Sometimes there 
have been as many as 4-7car camps/RV's on our street alone. 

Certainly not all, but many of these camps are constantly under the influence of 
drugs, and a few of them were obviously dealing drugs from their camps directly 
outside of our home. There is a substantial level of risk being so near this activity. 

- We would catch people using our exterior power outlets and filling up jugs with our 
exterior water faucet. People have peed and left human waste in both our front and 
back yard. We were at the point where it practically makes no sense to try to prevent 
it because of the risk of confronting someone who stays 30 feet away from our 
house 24/7 and is most likely under the influence. 

Car campers and their belongings spill out onto the sidewalk, causing walking down 
the sidewalk safely to not be an option. 



We probably called and filed over 10 police reports but eventually stopped as it was 
clear that there was nothing being done after reporting each incident and we never 
received any follow up, communication or remedy for any incident. 

The effects on our business are predictably similar as the location is just down the block 

from our house. 

Street parking for customers is very limited as car campers are spread out down the 

street. Even spots that are "open" are not wanted if they are too close to a camp 

which is most of the street parking on any given day. 

Many of our employees live nearby and would like to walk to our location for work, 
but have to take the long way to avoid the car camping. One of our employees, a 

young woman, was followed home by someone from a camp and was stalked 
multiple days by the man. She chose to drive the two blocks to work for the 

remainder of the season and eventually moved to another apartment complex. 

One of my employees and I were closing up one night and a man accelerated toward 

me, threw his sleeping bag at me (which also knocked over a cup of beer on me) and 
yelled "I'm going to ----ing kill you." We had to run from him and lock ourselves in our 
ice cream shop and called 911 and had to wait inside for an hour until the cops 

cleared the area for us to leave. 

There is constant vandalism of our business and use of our power, water and 
portable restrooms (including a lot of drug paraphernalia being found on the ground 

and in restrooms).We initially locked our electrical outlets to prevent unauthorized 
use of our power, but they were consistently broken so we decided the extra power 

use on our monthly power bill would be less costly than trying to prevent the use in 
the first place. 

These are just a few experiences of how car camping in our neighborhood has affected 

us. The main takeaway I'm trying to convey is that we love our neighborhood and the many 
delightful neighbors we have; but we had to make the tough decision to move out for the 

safety of our family. We understand we are lucky to be in the position to be able to move for 
that reason, and many of the people living in the apartments and houses around us do not 

have that luxury and have to deal with the issue on a daily basis. We hope to find a solution 
where residents are able to have clean streets and are unafraid to take a walk outside of 
their home. 


