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CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:03 p.m.

H 175AA EDUCATION – Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding
advanced opportunities. Senator Ward-Engelking explained that H 175aa
was an Advanced Opportunity cleanup bill. She stated that the bill did three
things: it allowed homeschoolers to access the program through the community
colleges, it clarified that students could take their college entrance exams more
than once, and finally, the bill made some technical changes to the language in
order to align public and private schools while also making it easier for staff to
administer the programs, and adjusted the funding requirements and program
requirements through the direction of the State Department of Education.

DISCUSSION: Acting Senator Markley asked about the process for homeschoolers
and accessing various information regarding the programs. Senator
Ward-Engelking stated that homeschoolers could still go through their local
schools, however, some homeschoolers wanted the ability to do it on their own,
so this bill allowed for that.

Senator Burtenshaw asked about the costs for examinations and if it was
covered by the State Department of Education. Senator Ward-Engelking
stated that each student was allocated a certain amount of funds and once
those were used up, there were no more funds to access. This bill allowed for
those funds to be used on college entrance exams more than once, if a student
chose to retake the test.

MOTION: Senator Nichols moved to send H 175aa to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:11 p.m.
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