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I am the current Board Chair for Coalition for Agriculture’s future and I am here today
representing the seed industry

Today, I stand before you to emphasize the importance of Senate Bill S1133, the Agriculture
Protection Area. This bill is a pivotal step in safeguarding our agricultural lands and securing the
future of FARMING.

Agriculture is the backbone of our state, contributing significantly to our economy,
providing jobs, and ensuring food security. However, our farmlands are increasingly
threatened by urban sprawl, industrial development, and environmental degradation.
Senate Bill S1133 aims to address these challenges by establishing Agriculture Protection Areas
(APAs) that offer essential safeguards for our agricultural lands.

The creation of APAs will bring several critical benefits:

1. Designate specific areas to ensure that these lands remain dedicated to agricultural use.

2. It’s an Economic driver. Protecting our farmland ensures that this sector continues to
thrive, providing stable employment opportunities and contributing to our state's
economy. Most don’t realize that the seed industry alone contributes over (State $800 M)
(SW $500) (N$100 M) to the state. We support many other industries as well such as,
Plummers, electricians, Tractor suppliers, restaurants etc....

3. Ecological balance. They act as carbon sinks, support biodiversity, and contribute to
water conservation. APAs will help protect these environmental benefits and promote
sustainable farming practices.

4. Agriculture is not just about crops and livestock; it's about people and communities. It
also protect the rural way of life, preserving the heritage and traditions that define our
state.

Canyon County in Idaho is the global leader in seed production and is one of the top five
seed production areas in the world.

Canyon County stands outas a, particularly for sweet corn, carrot, and onion seeds. Here
are some key points of comparison:

1. Sweet Corn: Canyon County produces 65% of the world's sweet corn seed, making it a
dominant player in this category.
7 Carrot and Onion Seeds: The region ranks first in the U.S. for carrot and onion seed

production.

3. Climate: The area's dry, hot summers and cold winters create ideal conditions for seed
production, reducing the risk of plant diseases and pests.

4. Economic Impact: The seed industry contributes nearly $1.5 billion annually to Idaho's
economy, with Canyon County playing a significant role.

5 Global Reach: Seeds from Canyon County are shipped to nearly 120 countries,
highlighting its global impact.



