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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:02 p.m.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to establish provisions and define terms
regarding parent-supported instruction for public school students. Chairman
Lent invited Janet Cox, Idaho Home Learning Academy, to fill in for Steven Thayn if
the Committee had any questions. He then reminded the Committee that there was
other legislation that would affect this bill.

Senator Cook moved to hold S 1068 subject to the call of the Chair. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.

Senator Nichols asked for clarification on the other bills that would affect this bill.
Chairman Lent stated that there was legislation currently coming to Committee that
would affect statewide virtual learning and he wanted to ensure that the discussion
remained positive.

Senator Zito asked if this bill was not passed would this program be permitted to
continue. Chairman Lent stated that it was his intention to serve the individuals
who needed this kind of program and he believed the program would be able to
continue.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated that the bill the Committee had before them
presented a difficult task of distributing money due to funds being allocated based
upon attendance. She noted that there was legislation out there that would help
clarify that potential issue. Senator Nichols asked if it would be prudent to bring
this bill back to Committee once that legislation referenced entered into Committee.
Senator Lent stated that if the Committee wanted to bring S 1068 back in light of
other legislation, he would be open to that.

The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the
public charter school facilities program. Senator Den Hartog stated that H
331 changed the formula for charter school facilities funding by lifting the cap on
the credit enhancement program. She noted this would allow more schools to
participate in this fund, as it had already hit its statutory cap, and would help reduce
some of their costs and payments on loans.
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Senator Cook asked if charter schools were borrowing money directly from the
State or were they using the good credit of the State to borrow money. Senator
Den Hartog stated that credit enhancement program did not borrow any money
from the State, it just used the State's good name to get lower rates on interest.

Monica White, CEO and Cofounder of Elevated Academy, testified in support of H
331 and noted that they often had facilities for career technical programs that cost
more than a traditional classroom seat. Therefore, increasing this cap would help
decrease their interest rate payments which would help them be able to afford their
facilities and costs.

Emily Downey, CFO for Sage International Charter Schools, testified in support of
H 331 as the ability to refinance their facilities saved them thousands of dollars on

the payments made on interest rates. She noted how facility costs were extremely
expensive, and this bill would help mitigate some of those costs.

Terry Ryan, CEO of Bluum, testified in support of H 331 and noted that Idaho was
a national model for charter school success, and this was a large component of
that. He noted how this bill would be a good investment into charter schools and
would further their success.

Robin Odland, President of Building Hope, testified in favor of H 331 and noted
how his company financed charter schools in the State of Idaho. He noted how
important the program was to lowering costs for schools, and it was important for
lender's long term financing.

Senator Cook asked at what point does the State's good name become a bad
name when charter schools borrow money. Senator Den Hartog stated that in
order for a charter school to qualify for this program, they had to meet a bunch of
requirements, including having the first 12 months payments, to ensure that charter
schools did not default on the loan. Senator Cook clarified that at what point has
the State loaned too much money out. Senator Den Hartog yielded. Blake Youde,
Idaho Charter School Network, stated that they worked with the Treasurer's Office
to develop this formula to ensure that this program would not lead to that situation,
and furthermore, they were confident, based upon some of the guidelines in place,
that they would not overextend their parameters. Senator Cook stated that this bill
removed the cap on the program, and wondered if that cap was needed in order to
ensure that the State does not surpass an obtainable limit. Mr. Youde stated that
there was still a cap in this bill, this bill just changed the formula in order to extend
that cap beyond where it was currently placed.

Senator Nichols moved to send H 331 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Zito seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:32 p.m.
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