Attachment 1

Meﬂ Lawless March 12, 2025

From: Alexandra Caval <alex@cavallawoffice.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 6:11 PM

To: Meg Lawless

Subject: Fwd: HB 150 - Public Testimony

Ms. Lawless,

Please see the public testimony below on HB 150 which is scheduled to be heard tomorrow afternoon. |
sent this to the members directly but then wondered if it should be sent to you. If it does not go to you
then please excuse my error; I'm not entirely certain how written public testimony is handled.

Sincerely,
Alex Caval

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Alexandra Caval <alex@cavallawoffice.com>

Date: Wed, Mar 5, 2025 at 6:01 PM

Subject: HB 150 - Public Testimony

To: <DRicks@senate.idaho.gov>, <BAdams@senate.idaho.gov>, <SGrow@senate.idaho.gov>, Senator
Kelly Anthon <KAnthon@senate.idaho.gov>, Senator Treg Bernt <IBernt@senate.idaho.gov>,
<LDenHartog@senate.idaho.gov>, <BToews@senate.idaho.gov>, <ARabe@senate.idaho.gov>,
<RTaylor@senate.idaho.gov>

Members of the Committee:

My name is Alexandra Caval, | reside in Twin Falls, Idaho (LD 24). | am an attorney and | wish to offer my
comments in this email as written testimony since | have a conflicting meeting tomorrow at 3 PM and
cannot appear either in person or by video. | have 16 years of experience as a bankruptcy law which
heavily involves the homestead exemption statutes contained in title 55, chapter 10.

My concern with HB 150 is the last sentence which reads as follows, "Consent of a spouse who is notan
owner of the homestead shall not be required if the homestead is conveyed or encumbered by a spouse
who has sole ownership of the homestead as separate property."

First, Idaho Code 55-1002 states that if the owner is married, the homestead can consist of separate
property owned by either spouse. So, the fact that one spouse has sole ownership based on the title to
the property doesn't eliminate the other spouse's homestead claim and that homestead is automatic
(55-1001) if that spouse is physically residing in the property titled in the other spouse’s name. The
proposed statute still prohibits selling (conveying) or giving a security interest in (encumbering) a
homestead without the consent of the each spouse. That consent can be evidenced by an
acknowledgment in the deed (or deed of trust) or through a power of attorney authorizing the
encumbrance or conveyance. The assumption that a spouse cannot have a homestead on the other's
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