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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:.02 p.m.

Senator Cook moved to approve the Minutes from February 26, 2025. Senator
Woodward seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to approve the Minutes from March 3, 2025.
Senator Carlson seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Amends and repeals existing law to provide for local school
boards to require internet filtering and to remove provisions regarding
digital and online library resources and wireless technology standards.
Representative Horman stated that H 275 addressed internet filtering in school
libraries, and how this bill had been a project she had been working on since her
time in the Legislature. She stated that this bill consolidated multiple sections

of code into one section to clean up the legislation.

Senator Cook wondered if there was too much red tape in this bill and if it
required too much paperwork for school districts. He wondered if this was

too prescriptive and if some of the requirements needed to be removed.
Representative Horman stated that these were items that the districts wanted
and were processes that they were already doing. She stated that Mr. Goodman
had more details if the Committee wished. Will Goodman, Board Member from
the Idaho Education Technology Association, noted that these revisions were
consolidated and did not remove any existing sections. Secondly, he noted that
some of the original filters were not as accurate as they were now, therefore,
these provisions were to ensure the infrastructure was there and they did not
want to cut any material when these current changes were made.

Senator Cook moved to send H 275 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Burtenshaw seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



H 338

DISCUSSION:

EDUCATION — Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the
Public School Facilities Cooperative Fund and the School District Facilities
Fund. Representative Pickett explained that in order to address concerns
brought in a lawsuit, H 743, passed in 2006, created the Public School Facilities
Cooperative Fund in order to bring facilities back up to code and meet safety
standards. However, since its implementation, the fund had only been used once
due to some of the stipulations on funds. Therefore, H 338 addressed some of
those stipulations and made it easier for school districts to apply for those funds
as well as expanded the funding account. This bill incentivized districts to apply
for this money and used these funds to address the needs of their facilities and
required districts to put a plan in place to address the various facility needs.

Chairman Lent requested clarification between "one time money" and the
"reimbursement funds". Representative Pickett stated that there was one-time
money that was ready to be given out to people, which could be self replenishing
as bonds were paid. Chairman Lent asked about the bond repayment
processes. Representative Pickett stated that existing bonds would be the
first priority to be paid back and any new ones would be prioritized second.
Chairman Lent questioned where the money would come from to make their
payments. Representative Pickett explained that component would be fleshed
out in the school districts plan for the bond use.

Representative Galaviz shared a spreadsheet that showed the accumulation of
data from H 521 passed in the 2024 Legislative Session that outlined the steps
necessary for the school district's buildings to be in good condition (Attachment
1). This provided a good sense of what needed to be replaced and when it would
need to be done. She noted how the top priority was North Gem School District
and how they were in need of serious repairs and new buildings. She noted how
her second document highlighted the different costs from across the State, and
noted it would likely take 2.7 billion dollars to address the immediate concerns
(Attachment 2).

Senator Burtenshaw asked about the different time period estimations given in
her spreadsheet. Representative Galaviz stated that the table showed a sum
total of what would be needed in each period, whether it was in the next five
years or the next ten years. Senator Burtenshaw inquired if a formula was used
to obtain those numbers. Representative Galaviz explained it was based on the
Facilities Assessment, and the software had a 42-point metric ranking system,
which helped address what needed to be replaced and how much it would cost.

Chairman Lent requested a breakdown for North Gem School District.
Representative Galaviz stated that their district needed a new school, which
was why the numbers were so high. The other columns addressed on-going
problems or subsequent items that would need to be addressed later on.
Chairman Lent asked about the five year column. Representative Galaviz
stated that the 51% was the weighted score that determined a school district's
need. Chairman Lent questioned if this index highlighted the priority for the
board as well. Representative Galaviz agreed.

Senator Woodward stated that he participated in some of the evaluations for
the school districts. He asked if the inspections done were performed solely at
the local level. Representative Galaviz stated that it was all done locally. If a
unified report was desired, the State would have to pay for a company to do
those inspections Statewide. Senator Woodward noted that Boundary County
School District was one of the top schools in the State that needed replacement
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buildings, yet it was fairly far down on the list provided by Representative
Galaviz. He recommended getting a unified report done.

Breann Green, Salmon Schools Assessment Committee, testified in favor of

H 338. She noted how Salmon School District was just approved for a school
bond that they had been attempting to apply for the last 20 years. She noted that
despite obtaining that bond, it still would not help them to address their needs
entirely. She expressed how the application for these funds would help to finish
and address the needs of their schools.

Senator Semmelroth asked about community donations and their involvement
in the process. Ms. Green stated that their local community had been greatly
involved in the process and how they had local construction companies donate
equipment and materials for the project. These donations helped them to pay for
various parts of the project.

Senator Woodward stated that Ms. Green made a great point and noted how
those local contractors made significant contributions that came at a great cost
to their own businesses.

Wendy Schoby testified in support of H 338. She noted how this funding would
give the Salmon School District a much-needed pressure relief and would help
them to finish addressing the various projects necessary in their district. She
urged the Committee to find ways to remove barriers to access funds needed to
address their facility needs, particularly in rural areas.

Senator Semmelroth asked what challenges they faced and what they had
learned in talking to their community members. Ms. Schoby explained that
they had a hard time asking for the various commitments needed by their
communities and how many people misunderstood how school bonding and
funding worked. She expressed how they often lost credibility with the public and
how they were still struggling to gain that trust back.

Representative Pickett closed by noting that small towns were an important
identity to Idaho culture, and the Legislature needed to help those areas as
much as possible.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to send H 338 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:53 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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