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Chairman Mendive called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Chairman Mendive made a unanimous consent request to move H 389 to the top
of the agenda. There being no objection the request was granted.

Rep. Boyle, District 9, presented H 389 and stood for committee questions. She
explained this legislation declares range or forest fires a public nuisance allowing
the Governor to declare an emergency, and deploy State resources to suppress
and extinguish fires burning on State or Federal land when they begin.

Mark Mahon representing Tom Mahon Logging and the Associated Logging
Contractors of Idaho spoke in support of H 389 saying the US Forest Service has
demonstrated a lack of incentive to suppress fires resulting in larger and more
dangerous fires, and excessive property damage. He spoke about past regrets to
employ loggers in early fire suppression when they are driven by the potential loss
of their livelihood. After the Lava Ridge fire loggers have organized, equipped
themselves, and obtained US Forest Service VIPER training for the purpose of
being prepared to respond to future fires on State, Federal, or private land at the
direction of Dept. of Lands (IDL). And they qualify for reimbursement.

Jonathan Oppenheimer representing Idaho Conservation League registered to
testify in opposition to H 389.

Dar Moon representing himself, a geological and civil engineer, spoke in support
of H 389 saying he lives near Stanley and witnessed the Wipiti Fire. He believes
the best way to prevent catastrophic fire damage is to put fires out early, get them
when they are small. The State is doing a demonstratively better job of this then the
US Forest Service. Fire damage is about more than the loss of trees, its about the
destruction of life, property, livestock, wildlife and water sheds.

Dexton Lake representing the ldaho Farm Bureau Federation spoke in support of
H 389 saying the livestock and wildlife that are burned up in these enormous fires
should be taken into consideration as a matter of animal welfare.

Patxi Larrocea-Phillips representing the Idaho Cattle Association (ICA) spoke in
support of H 389 saying it give the Dept. of Lands (IDL) more options in their
efforts to prevent small fires from growing into large fires resulting in such massive
damage and long term consequences for everyone effected.

Rep. Raybould made a motion to send H 389 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
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Rep. Boyle responded committee questions about how this will play out, if loggers
would be paid to fight fires, how the State would recoup fire fighting costs on
Federal lands, deficiency warrants, the AG's willingness to pursue reimbursements,
and State liability.

Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Boyle will sponsor the bill on the floor.

Rep. Shirts, District 9, presented S 1020 and stood for committee questions. He
stated this is a piece of pro-mining legislation. It allows licensor money that is
remitted back to the State to be used to support the permitting costs of other mining
projects, thus growing the mining industry in Idaho.

Rep. Raybould made a motion to send S 1020 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Will Hart representing Idaho Consumer Owned Utilities Association spoke in
support of S 1020.

Chairman Mendive clarified when Rep. Raybould left the meeting, the motion on
the bill died.

Rep. Andrus made a motion to send S 1020 the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Shirts will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

Rep. Shirts, District 9, presented SJM 103 and stood for committee questions. He
explained this legislation communicates Idaho's strong desire to go forward with the
Stibnite Gold Project in Valley County, which is actually mining antimony, and seeks
Federal support in the way of accommodating permitting processes.

Rep. Dygert made a motion to send SJM 103 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

The committee voiced concern over some language in the memorial which seems
to mistake promises for established facts affecting the overall accuracy of the
legislation. For instance, instead of stating "significant efforts will be made to
prevent injury" it reads "the project will not injure".

Rep. Shirts closed the presentation by assuring the committee that the mining site
will be left in better shape than it is now, as the project includes a plan for proper
wrap up and clean up.

Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Church requested to be recorded as voting
NAY. Rep. Shirts will sponsor the bill on the floor.

Rep. Furniss, District 31, presented SJM 101 and stood for committee questions.
He explained this legislation declares the priority and seeks the support of Federal
Agencies in the development of additional water storage solutions for Idaho.
Additionally, the bill includes ideas on how this could be accomplished, including
the potential rebuilding of the Teton Dam among other things.

Rep. Shepherd made a motion to send SJM 101 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Paul Arrington representing the ldaho Water Users Association yielded his
testimony in support of the motion.

Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Furniss will sponsor the bill on the floor.
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SJM 102: Rep. Andrus, District 35, presented SJM 102 and stood for committee questions.
He explained this legislation declares the importance of this kind of economic
activity in Idaho and seeks federal support in streamlining the permitting process at
the State and Federal level for mining industry projects within our State.

MOTION: Rep. Shepherd made a motion to send SJM 102 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Andrus will sponsor the bill
on the floor.

MOTION: Rep. Dygert made a motion to approved the February 13, February 19, February

25, and March 11, 2025 meeting minutes. Motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee the meeting
adjourned at 2:21 p.m.

Representative Mendive Andrea Blades
Chair Secretary
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