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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:18 p.m.

Senator Zito moved to approve the Minutes from March 5, 2025. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Cook moved to approve the Minutes from March 6, 2025. Senator
Semmelroth seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

School Modernization Facility Fund Process. Gideon Tolman, Financial
Department from the State Department of Education, stated that in the

2024 Idaho Legislative Session, H 21 was passed which created the School
Modernization Facilities Fund (Attachment 1). This created a finance process
for government buildings bonds, which would be repaid through tax collections.
This fund would provide one-time, up-front funding. He noted that tax-exempt
bonds had significantly lower interest rates and allowed for more net proceeds.
Projects had to have a useful life of at least seven years, which consisted of
significant work being accomplished such as remodels, repairs, and construction
of entire facilities. Mr. Tolman explained that districts elected to have a lump
sum distribution of the funding, and all districts had completed their required
processes and training to receive those funds. He noted a couple of the bonds
that had been issued between October 2024 and February 2025, which the
districts could distribute into an account to be used over the next 10 years.

Spencer Barzee, Deputy Superintendent for the State Department of
Education, discussed how H 521 from the 2024 Legislative Session outlined the
resources and steps necessary for all school buildings to be in good or perfect
condition. He stated that there was a Facility Condition Assessment (FCA)

that comprehensively evaluated the various buildings and rated exactly where
they were at and scored them on an index. MAPPS was the software used

to assess these buildings, and evaluated structural, exterior, roofing, interior,
HVAC, electrical, plumbing, fire and safety, and other categories to determine the
building's standing. The algorithm then determined how much each category
would take to replace those failing areas. For example, 26 schools ranked in
the replacement candidate index, 126 ranked in the poor category, and another
380 schools ranked in the fair category. From that data, in the first five years, it
would take $2.7 billion to get Idaho schools up to current par, and in the next ten
years it would cost nearly $10.3 billion.



DISCUSSION:

ADJOURNED:

Senator Woodward asked about a standardized assessment across the State.
Mr. Barzee stated that they believed they met that standard due to the training
from JACOBS company and that the same algorithm was used to rank each
school. Mr. Tolman explained that there wasn't any operational funding to do
this assessment and stated that there was definitely an opportunity to take that
existing team around to do the assessments if more funding was provided.

Senator Semmelroth asked about the rating system and if multiple people
were conducting the assessments. Mr. Barzee stated that the bigger the district
the more people were conducting the assessments. Senator Semmeilroth
questioned the results from the index and asked about the breakdown in the 126
category. Mr. Barzee stated that he could share those numbers at a later point.

Senator Cook stated that his question was similar to Senator Woodward's and
inquired about the guarantees to ensure the data was accurate. Mr. Barzee
explained that there was no one way to fully guarantee the results, but that there
was always going to be some variation in the results, even within the same
company. Senator Nichols questioned the standard measurement system

and if it changed depending on who was utilizing it or if it was ever updated.
Mr. Barzee stated that it was standardized and that the categories did not
change. The only thing that would change would be technology, and that would
be factored into a special category.

Senator Cook inquired about the 10-year enhancement plan and if they had

been evaluated. Mr. Tolman stated that yes there were standard questions with
a rubric that outlined the 10-year facility plan. Mr. Barzee further explained that
it included where exactly funds would be utilized and where it would be spent on.

Senator Nichols asked about the estimates and if there were multiple bids

obtained in order to determine the cost. Mr. Barzee noted that the estimations in
the presentation were estimated by the software used for the assessment. There
were qualifications for obtaining multiple bids depending on the cost of the repair.

Senator Cook asked who looked at the 10-year plans and if they were routinely
checked to ensure they were being followed. Mr. Barzee stated that Department
staff would look at those plans, but there was flexibility in Idaho code that allowed
them to utilize certain funds where needed if repairs or issues in the building
changed, such as a roof falling in due to snow.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 2:48 p.m.
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