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Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

Minutes of March 3, 2025. Senator Shippy moved to approve the Minutes of
March 3, 2025. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

Voter Registration Maintenance Report. Phil McGrane, Secretary of State,
provided a voter roll maintenance report pursuant to ldaho Code § 34-418
(Attachment 1). He explained that his office removed registered voters who had
not voted in the last four years from the voter roll. They worked with the Idaho
Transportation Department (ITD), Department of Health and Welfare, Bureau of
Vital Statistics, and Department of Corrections to ensure the accuracy of the
voter rolls. His office contacted other states when they determined that an
individual had moved from that state to Idaho. In order to implement the Only
Citizens Will Vote Act, an executive order issued by Governor Little in 2024, they
reviewed the voter registration of all one million registered voters in Idaho to
verify citizenship. Secretary McCrane explained that ITD worked with the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security to verify citizenship at the time an individual
applied for a driver's license. That effort flagged 678 individuals as non-citizens.
Further efforts reduced that number to 34 who were removed from voter rolls. He
noted need for better federal records in naturalization. Currently, children under
18 were naturalized automatically when a parent naturalized, however the child
received no documentation.

Finally, his office used the U.S. Postal Service's National Change of Address
database and notified 80,000 Idahoans who had been flagged as having moved.
They sent postcards to them inviting them to update their voter registration.
15,000 of those individuals updated their voter registration.

Vice Chairman Bernt inquired when, if children became citizens due to their
parent's naturalization, they received documentation of citizenship. Secretary
McGrane noted documentation should be provided at the time of naturalization.
He would continue advocating for updating the processes and database to
address these situations.
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Senator Ruchti requested explanation of the maintenance record purge.
Secretary McGrane noted that, per Idaho Code, every four years following the
general election voters who had been inactive for that four-year period were
removed.Senator Ruchti asked for perspective on the non-citizens identified
during the recent maintenance record purge. Secretary McGrane noted multiple
interfaces for registration. One error point was processing of a registration when
"non-citizen" was indicated; this had been addressed by computer programming.
Executive orders in other states required a registration form distribution by social
services agencies; some registrations were filed unintentionally.

EDUCATION - States findings of the Legislature and commends the
Boise State Broncos football team for its historic 2024 football season.
Representative Ehardt presented this resolution. She explained that this
resolution congratulated Coach Danielson and the Boise State Broncos for their
historic 2024 season.

Chairman Guthrie noted an university's excellent athletic program could fuel
academic draw and development. He and Vice Chairman Bernt praised the
integrity of the program.

Senator Adams moved to send HCR 12 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Adds to existing law to establish provisions for the protection
of certain speech on college campuses. Representative Ehardt introduced
H 240 and discussed the importance of free speech. Zach Pruitt, Alliance
Defending Freedom, discussed its provisions. First, Idaho Code § 33-6803
contained definitions derived from recent U.S. Supreme Court cases and other
legal decisions. Second, Idaho Code § 33-6804 prohibited universities from
creating outdoor free speech zones in order to prevent the designation of areas
where free speech was or was not permitted. Third, § 33-6805 prohibited the
charging of security fees to student groups based upon the content of their free
speech. Finally, H 240 excluded commercial speech. (Attachment 2).

Edward Clark, policy assistant at Idaho Family Policy Center, spoke in support
of H 240. He commented on the trend of universities limiting free speech and
the importance of protecting that right.

Senator Anthon moved to send H 240 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Toews seconded the motion.

Senator Ruchti expressed concern regarding the provision allowing
compensatory damages of up to $25,000 for what was a private cause of action.

The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti was recorded as voting nay.

COUNTIES - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding Latah
County boundaries and Shoshone County boundaries. Representative
McCann presented H 386. She explained that this bill corrected two scrivener
errors relating to legal descriptions in a bill enacted last session.

Vice Chairman Bernt moved to send H 386 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.
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STATE CONTROLLER - Amends and adds to existing law to provide

for certain reporting of agreements entered into by state agencies.
Representative Scott presented H 358. She explained that several years
ago the Legislature passed legislation requiring the State Controller's Office to
keep a list of all memorandums of understanding and contracts on its website.
This bill set forth requirements for reporting by the agencies in order to provide
consistency.

Senator Toews moved to send H 358 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

CODIFIER'S CORRECTIONS - Amends existing law to make codifier's
corrections. Representative Scott presented H 113 and stated that this bill
corrected codifier errors.

Senator Den Hartog moved to send H 113 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

RECALL ELECTIONS - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding
the recall of city council members elected by district. Representative
Tanner (13) presented H 377. He stated that the Legislature enacted H 413 in
2020. That law required cities with a population of 100,000 or more to establish
voting districts and elect city council members out of each one of those districts.
That legislation did not address the issue of recalling city council members. H
377 amended Idaho Code §34-1702 and provided that the recall of a city council
member required signatures from at least 20 percent of the electors that were
registered to vote in the last election in that district.

Senator Toews moved to send H 377 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

STATE EMPLOYEES - Amends existing law to provide that executive
employees of the State of Idaho shall not be classified employees.
Representative Tanner (14) presented H 268. He explained that currently,
executive employees were classified employees. H 268 amended Idaho Code
§67-5303 and provided that executive employees were nonclassified.

Chairman Guthrie asked whether there were any benefits to executive
employees being designated as either classified or nonclassified employees.
Representative Tanner responded that defining executive employees as
nonclassified provided more flexibility to agency directors in the hiring and firing
of executive employees.

Senator Ruchti asked whether the designation of an executive employee
as nonclassified could make it easier to fire an executive employee based on
political pressure. Representative Tanner replied that he did not think that
would be the case.

Senator Adams asked how this legislation affected a situation such as what
occurred last year with the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation where the
department overspent its budget and, although the director did not have total
control over the budget, the director was blamed. Representative Tanner
responded that this bill gave a director more flexibility to fire those responsible
for those issues.
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Vice Chairman Bernt asked whether Representative Tanner had discussed
this bill with any agency directors. Representative Tanner stated that he had
talked to some directors and noted that this bill didn't affect every agency and it
affected 197 employees.

Senator Anthon moved to send H 268 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Adams seconded the motion.

Senator Ruchti discussed the importance of stability in government leadership
and the decisions state agencies made.

The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti was recorded as voting nay.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:58 a.m.

Senator Guthrie
Chair

Kathryn Wells, Secretary

Meg Lawless, Assisting Secretary
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