
ALLIANCE DEFENDING 

FREEDOM 
The FORUM Act 

Today's college students are tomorrow's judges, legislators, and voters. So, to secure a 
generational victory for free speech, we must reach this next generation. Unfortunately, 
university policies that limit when and where students can speak, what they can say, 
and who they can associate with, are teaching tomorrow's leaders all the wrong lessons 
about the First Amendment. State legislators have a vested interest in ensuring that our 
taxpayer-funded universities demonstrate the First Amendment values that make our 
nation great. 

The Forming Open and Robust University Minds (FORUM) Act addresses the problems 
students face on campus and provides remedies based on First Amendment principles. 
This model policy applies only to public institutions of higher education (not private 
colleges) and does the following: 

• eliminates "speech zones," limitations on where students may speak or distribute 
literature in the publicly accessible outdoor portions of a university campus. It 
also prohibits schools from requiring advance permission for students to speak 
on campus; 

• protects students and student groups from disciplinary action because of their 
lawful expression; 

• prohibits colleges from discriminating against student groups because of their 
religious, political, philosophical or other beliefs or because the group limits 
membership or leadership to persons who share those beliefs; 

• requires that universities educate students regarding their free speech 
rights/responsibilities; 

• requires that administrators, campus police, etc. be trained about their duties 
regarding free expression on campus; 

• promotes public accountability by requiring each institution to report on free 
speech related incidents prior to the legislature's appropriations process; and 

• allows victims to bring a cause of action for violation of their free speech rights. 
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- STATE BY STATE - 

FREE SPEECH PROTECTIONS 
AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

PROHIBIT SPEECH ZONES 
These states have laws prohibiting public colleges from restricting when and where 
students may speak or requiring them to get permission to speak publicly. 

• Prohibit Speech Zones No Protections 
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I PROHIBIT SPEECH CODES 
The states shown here have laws prohibiting public colleges from restricting what students 
may say through broad policies limiting protected speech . 
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• Prohibit Speech Codes • No Protections 
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I PROTECTIONS FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 
These states have laws ensuring that student organizations may speak for and govern 
themselves, choosing their own leaders. 

• Protects Freedom of Association • No Protections 
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