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Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:32 PM.

MOTION: Rep. Rasor made motion to approve the minutes for the March 14, 2025 meeting.
Motion carried by voice vote.

H 267: Rep. Cayler presented H 267, which allows county boards of commissioners
to cease publishing notices in the local papers if they have a website which is
publicly available and maintain with all the information relating to the notices. He
discussed the fiscal impact this can have on the counties, and how the notices and
additional information are easier on their websites. Rep. Cayler yielded his time
to Zach Brooks, Canyon County Commissioner. He stated the Canyon County
Board of Commissioners is able to provide more information relating to their notices
on the county website.
When answering questions, Zach Brooks clarified the public records requests to
the county clerks office has decreased since providing the notices and relating
information on the county website. He stated this legislation provides the option
for counties which already publish the notices on their websites to not be required
to publish the same information in a newspaper. This would not apply to counties
who don't already publish notices on their websites.
Chairman Ehardt turned the gavel over to Vice Chairman Cornilles.
Nathan Alford, representing Lewiston Tribune and Moscow-Pullman Daily News;
Jim Phillips, representing Idaho Mountain Express Newspaper; Pam Morris,
representing Idaho Mountain Express Newspaper; Travis Quast, representing
APG East Idaho; Matt Tranquill, representing Idaho Press; and Jeremy Pisca,
representing Newspaper Association of Idaho; testified in opposition to H 267.
They stated there already exists a public notices website paid for by Idaho
newspapers, and publishing notices in the newspapers provide a physical record
and help keep elected county officials accountable. They stated newspapers still
have a wide viewership, and allowing county boards of commissioners to publish
public notices on their websites prevent newspapers from providing third party
oversight of local government activities. They stated the language in the legislation
is vague and confusing.



Kelli Brassfield, representing Idaho Association of Counties, and Ryan Davidson,
representing Ada County Commissioners, spoke in support of H 267. They stated
this legislation would save county governments several thousands of dollars each
year. They stated current statute will require counties to maintain a record of the
notices and information they post on their websites, and altering notices posted on
county websites would be a crime. The format boards of commissioners's use
when publishing notices in newspapers is hard to read, but counties rely on this to
save money.
When providing closing statements, Rep. Cayler clarified H 267 only applies for
county boards of commissioners and not other local governments, and it does not
remove the mandate for board of commissioners to publish public notices. He
stated the Canyon County website and app receives millions of views in traffic.

MOTION: Rep. Alfieri made a motion to HOLD H 267 in committee.
Reps. Healey, Berch and Price spoke in support of the motion. They stated
the language within H 267 is unclear and appears contradicting. Although this
will save counties money, the amount it would save does not seem to justify no
longer publishing notices on county websites when there a people who still rely
on newspapers for local information.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Vice Chairman Cornilles called a roll call vote on the motion to HOLD H 267 in
committee. Motion carried by a vote of 10 AYE, 1 NAY, and 4 Absent/Escused.
Voting in favor of the motion: Vice Chairman Cornilles, Reps. Erickson, Skaug,
Weber, Alfieri, Phillips, Healey, Price, Berch, and Church. Voting in opposition
of the motion: Rep. Cayler. Chairman Ehardt, Reps. Hawkins, Wheeler, and
Rasor were Absent/Excused.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:32 PM.
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Representative Cornilles Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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