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Stephanie Gifford cont. 35

Many of you on this committee have done great work protecting our children from societal influences that are harmful to them, and
in my opinion, this is no different. I ask you to continue that trend and send this bill to the floor with a “Do Pass” recommendation.

Amy Dundon H 239 w ACLU of Idaho Boise Against N 19

Testimony Opposing House Bill 239 Submitted to the Idaho Senate Education Committee on March 18, 2025 by the ACLU of Idaho

Chairman Lent and Committee Members,

The ACLU and ACLU of Idaho oppose House Bill 239 (HB 239), legislation that would prevent Idaho students from learning accurate,
scientifically-driven facts about reproduction, sex, and other crucial information. The legislation raises legal issues concerning speech and
academic freedom and would cause significant administrative burden without clear procedural guidance. It deals with two areas of code
— one concerning definitions and the other concerning parental permission for instruction; each component risks constitutional violations.

Definitions.

HB 239 would redefine human sexuality in ways that depart from fact or realty. That is, should HB 239 pass, human sexuality would
mean, according to Idaho law, “[...] sexual conduct, sexual pleasure, sexual intimacy, sexual abuse, sexual violence, eroticism,
pornography, deviant sexual behavior, sexual attraction, sexual orientation, or any form of sexual identity, gender ideology, or gender
conversion” (see 33-1601, 2, lines 17-20).

If passed, any and all instruction on this sweeping but vague list of topics would be prohibited, and for the duration of public school
education. The restriction on educational topics is particularly concerning because the limits raise serious speech concerns. In part, these
concerns stem from the breadth of the terms covered under the definition —such as "sexual conduct," "sexual pleasure," "eroticism,"
"pornography,” and "deviant sexual behavior"—which could infringe on individuals’ rights to express themselves freely. Under the First
Amendment, speech is generally protected, and any attempt to regulate or define what constitutes permissible speech could raise issues
regarding the free expression of ideas and opinions.

Additionally, the broad and vague definition set forth in HB 239 raises vagueness concerns under the Fourteenth Amendment. Courts
often require laws to be clear and specific so that individuals can understand what is prohibited or regulated. The term "human sexuality”
as defined here is extremely broad and could result in arbitrary enforcement, leading to unequal treatment under the law. For years, the
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Amy Dundon cont. 19

ensure compliance with the law. It’s likely HB 239 would lead to overly cautious notifications; teachers unsure about whether a
particular lesson would be forced to get parental permission two weeks in advance. The burden on notification would erode the quality of
Idaho public education, and presents serious concerns over prior restraints on speech.

Partly, the burden of notification is a function of the vague but sweeping definitions set out in HB 239. The bill language could be
reasonably interpreted to include any information about families — a common theme in children’s books. Arguably, even something as
ordinary as discussing restrooms should use could be under the purview of the legislation.

That is, the bill states its definition of human sexuality is “specifically and narrowly defined,” but that is not obvious. Instead, the
overbreadth of topics that could be considered “human sexuality” as defined in HB 239 are entirely unclear. What exact topics are
considered “sexual identity,” for example, could reasonably include information about nuclear families; similarly, topics that could be
interpreted as “gender ideology” could include information about which restroom students should use.

The bill also defines “gender ideology” and “gender conversion” as human sexuality. This move will further stigmatize — and
effectively silence — a range of queer identities. Courts have consistently held that individuals have the right to express their gender
identity and sexual orientation without discrimination (e.g., Obergefell v. Hodges). HB 239’s broad, sweeping definition could be
interpreted as restricting or regulating those rights.

Finally, HB 239 threatens parents’ right to decide what is best for their children. In attempting to regulate the full spectrum of
"human sexuality” through legislative redefinition is an overreach of government power into deeply personal and private matters that
should be left to parents. The Constitution does not grant the government the authority to regulate private matters, including information
about gender or sexual identities without a compelling state interest (e.g., protecting minors from exploitation). HB 239 does not adhere
to the regulatory framework courts use to decipher the constitutionality of laws. And, by defining and in fact legislating sexuality in such
an extensive way, the bill risks unjustifiably infringing on personal freedoms. We urge your opposition to HB 239.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Dundon, Legislative Strategist, ACLU of Idaho

ERin Burleson H 239 W self Boise Against N 18

For many students, sex education in school is their only chance to receive vital information about their health. “Opt-in” policies create
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JENNIFER CERDA cont. 16

gender identity in schools. This legislation is harmful to LGBTQ+ youth, who already face higher rates of bullying, mental health
challenges, and suicide compared to their peers. By silencing conversations about sexual orientation and gender identity, this bill sends a
message that LGBTQ+ students are invisible or unwelcome, further marginalizing them in their own schools.

Schools should be safe and inclusive spaces where all students feel seen, respected, and supported. Open discussions about
diversity, including sexual orientation and gender identity, foster understanding, reduce stigma, and create a more accepting
environment for everyone. This bill not only denies LGBTQ+ students the affirmation they need but also restricts educators from
providing accurate information and support to their students.

We should be working to protect and uplift all young people, not enacting policies that erase their identities or make them feel
ashamed of who they are. I urge lawmakers to reject this harmful legislation and instead focus on fostering inclusive education policies
that benefit all students.

Debbie Aldridge H 239 w Self Eagle Against N 14

I am against this bill. Instead of further restricting access to crucial health information, the legislature should instead focus on
ensuring that all Idaho youth benefit from comprehensive, medically accurate sex education.

Sex education has a proven track record of helping young people develop the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy
decisions about their relationships, their health, and their future. Yet thousands of young people in our state currently lack access to this
critical education.

Ruth Byron H 239 W Self Idaho Falls Against N 33

I urge you to vote NO on HB 239.

This bill is not in the best interest of the educational process. It's petty, completely misdirected, and based on disingenuous
arguments. This bill creates a huge burden on the district trustees and school administrators in tracking hundreds of permission slips.
Parents have always had the opportunity to examine curriculum and opt their children out of areas where they have concerns.

Having a few parents opting their child out makes much more sense than having hundreds of parents opting their children in. Vote
NO on HB 239.
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Jenny Fackreli cont. 32

OVERVIEW &amp; PURPOSE

What is Accelerate?

It is an online convenient ready-to-use curriculum that goes hand in hand with the common core standards. The school makes it easy
to use, and it is the curriculum the school has already made for you. Unfortunately, it has controversial and inappropriate content.

Why should the Language Arts Curriculum in Accelerate be swapped out for another online program?

1.Taxpayers should pay for only noncontroversial and appropriate curriculum.

2.Parents should trust the school to promote only noncontroversial and appropriate content.

Concerns

(6th grade) Module 2 in language arts, under Look Behind You, the lesson teaches to use the pronoun "they" for singular names for
people that aren't identified as male or female. The school should not be used as a platform to teach controversial subjects. Parents
should teach and address this on their own.

(6th grade) The book Seedfolks- I included an excerpt from the book below from chapter eleven. It describes a sixteen-year-old girl
who is pregnant and wishing for her baby to miscarry. The subject and the way it is presented is too mature for a sixth grader. For
example, the character believes the program she and the other pregnant teens are a part of is to “try to keep us from eating our babies
alive or dropping them into dumpsters.” Also, it doesn't teach against teen pregnancy; instead it concludes that she is a part of nature.
On page 2 are two excerpts.

(8th grade) The dramatization of “Porcelain and Pink” keeps a child's mind on a nude woman described as “beautiful” in a bathtub
who apparently got there as "...a white form whisking down the stairs...”, and as a rebuttal to her friend who objects she says, "I really
am rather cute in my natural state.” It is “harmful to minors” according to the definition of Idaho code because it depicts nudity and
keeps a young person’s mind focused on the nude woman throughout the dramatization which can be sexually arousing for a young
man. The play illustrates dramatic irony, but using this particular play is unnecessary. Two excerpts are included on pages 2, 3, and 4
along with the definition of Harmful to Minors provided in section 18-1514, in Idaho Code.

Excerpts

Seedfolks

CHAPTER 11: MARICELA

First excerpt I'm a Mexican, pregnant sixteen-year-old. So shoot me and get it over with. I wouldn't actually care if you did. In a way
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Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Jenny Fackrell cont. 32

JULIE: (Sweetly) Yes, I forgot my towel.

LOIS: (Looking around for the first time) Why, you idiot! You haven't even a kimono.

JULIE: (Also looking around) Why, so I haven't.

LOIS: (Suspicion growing on her) How did you get here?

JULIE: (Laughing) I guess I—I guess I whisked here. You know—a white form whisking down the stairs and--

LOIS: (Scandalized) Why, you little wretch. Haven't you any pride or self-respect?

JULIE: Lots of both. I think that proves it. I looked very well. I really am rather cute in my natural state.

LOIS: Well, you— :

JULIE: (Thinking aloud) I wish people didn't wear any clothes. I guess I ought to have been a pagan or a native or something.

LOIS: You're a—

JULIE: T dreamt last night that one Sunday in church a small boy brought in a magnet that attracted cloth. He attracted the clothes
right off of everybody; put them in an awful state; people were crying and shrieking and carrying on as if they’d just discovered their
skins for the first time. Only I didn't care. So I just laughed. I had to pass the collection plate because nobody else would.

LOIS: (Who has turned a deaf ear to this speech) Do you mean to tell me that if I hadn’t come you’d have run back to your room—
un—unclothed?

JULIE: Au naturel is so much nicer.

Second Excerpt from Porcelain and Pink

THE YOUNG MAN: What color are you wearing?

JULIE: (After a critical survey of her shoulders) Why, I guess it's a sort of pinkish white.
THE YOUNG MAN: Is it becoming to you?

JULIE: Very. It's—it's old. I've had it for a long while.

THE YOUNG MAN: I thought you hated old clothes.

JULIE: I do but this was a birthday present and I sort of have to wear it.

THE YOUNG MAN: Pinkish-white. Well T'll bet it's divine. Is it in style?

JULIE: Quite. It's very simple, standard model

The definition of Harmful to Minors provided in section

18-1514, in Idaho Code is below.

"Harmful to minors" includes in its meaning one or both of the following:

a. The quality of any material or of any performance or of any description or representation, in whatever form, of nudity, sexual
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Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Kristina Hardy H 239 W self Kuna For N 23

My name is Kristina Hardy, I live in district 23, I am representing myself and am in favor of bill H 239.

Two years ago, several parents in my school district brought complaints to the health teacher &amp; the principal at Fremont Middle
School about the lack of notice provided to parents when the sex ed portion of the health curriculum began. Parents discovered their
middle schoolers were attending the sex ed instruction without their knowledge or consent. After inquiring with the teacher and principal,
they were told that a paper notice was sent home on the last day before Christmas break. The note told parents that they could opt-out
of the sex ed portion of the curriculum by signing the document and returning it to the school. No information was supplied about the
content of the sex ed instruction. Furthermore, many kids simply crumpled up the paper and left it in the bottom of their backpacks
during Christmas break. The sex ed lessons began the first day back to school. Sufficient time was not given for parents to examine the
sex ed curriculum and develop an opinion of it.

This law would prevent something like this from happening again. Requiring two weeks’ notice allows parents the opportunity to
review the curriculum before instruction begins. It also allows time for communication with the teacher if clarification is needed for
questions that may arise.

I believe the opt-in approach is preferable, and I'm pleased it's part of the bill. Requiring parental permission for school activities is
common practice, so this won't be an undue burden on staff. Given the strong parental opinions surrounding sex education, an opt-in
system is essential as it actively encourages their involvement.

The current lack of a requirement for parental opt-in permission regarding sexual material in regular classroom discussions, leaves
parents to discover potentially harmful instruction only after our children have been exposed. The inclusion of a novel depicting gang
rape in my son's language arts class exemplifies this unacceptable situation. This pending legislation directly addresses this deficit by
establishing a clear expectation for teachers to seek parental consent. This isn't just about fostering communication; it's about ensuring
that parents have a legitimate say in what their children are taught, especially when it involves sensitive and potentially traumatizing
topics. This legislation provides the necessary framework to protect parental rights and ensure transparency in our children's education.

Evelyn Byrd H 239 W Self Idaho Falls Against N 33

I am against HB239 because it unnecessarily restricts students rights to education on a very important topic. Access to sex education
has been shown to reduce rates of sexual activity, risky behaviors, STIs, and adolescent pregnancy (1). Young people deserve access to
age-appropriate information to make informed decisions and it is important for the good of our society as a whole.

In 2021, 1 in 5 Idaho high school students were sexually active, but nearly half of these young people did not use a condom the last
time they had sex (2). The need for education is present in our state, but requiring parental permission will decrease access for students.
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Amy Burkholder cont. 8

parents to complete the opt-in paperwork. Yes, I was that mortified with the thought of any discussion with my parents regarding sex
education, but I sure needed that education.

This bill is unnecessary and would have a harmful effect on children. Please vote no on HB 239.
Thank you for your consideration.

Amy Burkholder
East Boise County, District 8

This opt-in bill in unnecessary and

Kai Scott H 239 W Self Pocatello Against N 29

I believe that parents have the ability to create the learning environment that their children are in. However, when it comes to
knowledge on health and safety in relation to sexual health, specifically, there should be no question about the importance of that
information to everyone. Many studies have shown that when people and students are less knowledgeable about what anatomy people
have and what safe sex practices are, those people and students are more likely to engage in harmful sexual practices later in life.
Meaning more people will become pregnant when they are teenagers, more STIs will be spread, and our tax dollars will be spent dealing
with the aftermath of it all. This bill isn't just bad, it's extremely harmful. This isn't a subject where blissful ignorance is a good thing. I
implore you to vote no on HB239.

Jeffrey Watkins H 239 IP Self Boise Against Y 16

Changing requirements to opt-in always reduces the amount of people who participate. The majority of parents want their student to
receive sex education. Parents who don't (who are in the minority) can already easily opt-out. This is just paperwork and bureaucratic
red tape placed in front of families that will make it harder for them to receive the services that they expect and want.
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Heidi Smith cont. 9

that should be restricted to adults-only spaces, and that is what this bill addresses.

Quinn Perry H 239 W Mmm”m_wwmo_ Al Boise Against N 19

This bill is completely unnecessary, and districts are not teaching these topics — especially the most egregious words in the new
definition. However, because the definition is so broad and covers includes everything from “sexual violence” and “eroticism” in them,
our concern is how far it wades into other areas of instruction — such as, discussing recent supreme court cases, literature, or current
events that might relate to sexual harassment or abuse. As a reminder, all curriculums must go through a panel that is required to be
made up of parents and parents are given the opportunity to see any piece of instructional material that goes before their child.

This now creates two separate regulations on a school district for navigating sex education — those topics that are “opt-in” and those
that are “opt-out”. Respectfully, we ask the legislature to choose which is the process you want districts and charters to follow instead of
creating two separate systems, one that is tied to a fiscal penalty.

This bill also makes assumption that districts are teaching this in Idaho. We know of no public school in Idaho that teaches the
content on the most egregious things in this definition — like pornography, sexual deviancy, eroticism, pornography, gender identity,
sexual orientation or anything of that nature.

However, this bill gives the signal that the legislature is comfortable with these topics so long as we get parent permission, which I
don't believe is the intent behind this bill.

Tamera Bishop H 239 vV Self Idaho Falls For Y 32

It is my written testimony that I am for "OPT In” on any sexual type of instruction taught in the schools. My son was exposed to
extremely explicit sexual content in school at Compass under the guise of “Health” and “Biology”. I was not notified to before hand, and
had no idea what was going to be shown. Slides were presented showing and diagramming an OPEN vagina, with full color and included
the external pubic hair. These slides included diagrams of the clitoris and how many nerves that the clitoris has and that it's only
purpose was for “pleasure”. The lesson included multiple slides of vaginal pictures and also several showing penis pictures and how
many nerves where in the head of the penis. Also included pictures and explinations of ejaculation. This lesson was SHARED WITH THE
STUDENTS AND THEY WERE ENCOURAGED TO DO THEIR OWN RESEARCH AT HOME. Shared meaning they had the slide show on their
school Chromebook in their student lessons. Had I have known about this lesson and what was to be shown I would have never allowed
it.

This goes against the “Harmful to Minors” law provided in session 18-1514, in Idaho Code - “the quality of any material or of any
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Hallie Fox cont. 16

skills necessary to make responsible choices. Yet, far too many Idaho students currently lack access to this critical education. Instead
of making it even more difficult for them to access accurate and comprehensive sex education, the legislature should be focusing on
ensuring that every young person in this state has the opportunity to learn about these vital topics in a way that is both accurate,
inclusive, and effective.

Sex education helps students maintain healthy relationships, avoid intimate partner violence, and practice safe behaviors to reduce
the risk of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and unintended pregnancies. It also plays a crucial role in fostering acceptance and
respect for others, regardless of differences in sexual orientation or identity. The information provided in sex education programs has
been proven to benefit students' well-being, helping them grow into informed, responsible adults. A very important topic taught in sex
education is consent, and there are extreme consequences for all when this is not taught to young people. It is essential that we
continue to make this life-saving information available to every student.

Under current law, Idaho has an “opt-out” policy, which allows parents the flexibility to excuse their children from sex education
classes. This system has worked well in Idaho, balancing the rights of parents with the educational needs of students. But HB 239 would
change this to an “opt-in” system, which would create significant barriers to accessing sex education and its breadth of crucial topics
such as consent.

Let us be clear: an “opt-in” policy will result in many students losing out on critical education due to administrative challenges,
parental oversight, or a lack of awareness. In states that have implemented “opt-in” policies, data has shown that the vast majority of
parents simply fail to return the required paperwork, meaning their children are denied vital education without explicit parental consent
to deny this education. It is important to remember that parents can already opt their children out of sex education if they choose to,
and local school districts retain control over the curricula. So why impose a system that would prevent students from getting the
information they need, when the current system provides parents with the ability to opt out if they wish?

The American Academy of Pediatrics (APP) supports broad access to comprehensive sex education. The APP states that
comprehensive sex education allows children and adolescents access to developmentally appropriate, evidence-based education that
provides the knowledge they need to develop a safe and positive view of sexuality, build healthy relationships, and make informed, safe,
positive choices about their sexuality and sexual health. And for many students in Idaho, school may be the only place where they
receive accurate and comprehensive sex education. Removing or limiting access to this information would leave many young people
without the tools to make informed decisions about their health and relationships. In this digital age, where misinformation is prevalent
and often harmful, we have a responsibility to ensure that our students have access to fact-based, medically accurate information.
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Jacqueline Agenbroad H 239 W self Boise Against N 16

The current bill gives parents the right to opt out and I think it is a waste of time to change that. when my kids were in school it was
opt out and I actually went to their classes to attend the sex ed class. No other parents showed up and the kids asked all kinds of
intelligent questions. I am a nurse practitioner and can't believe legislators even know what is included in those classes to have
objections.

JENNIFER CERDA H 352 W self Boise Against N 16

Sex education has a proven track record of helping young people develop the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy
decisions about their relationships, their health, and their future. Yet thousands of young people in our state currently lack access to this
critical education. As a young person, I found the instruction I got at school to be much more helpful than the limited information that
came from my parents.

As a parent, I speak openly with my 8th grader and share age-appropriate, accurate information about sex, reproduction, and
healthy relationships. But I know that this is not the case in every family, just as it was not the case in my own family when I was young.
I found it very appropriate when I got a note home from school informing me of the upcoming sex education session and giving me the
ability to opt my kiddo out of it. Which I did not.

It is important for kids to hear these important messages at least once, if not from multiple trusted adults:

- How to maintain healthy relationships, identify and avoid dating violence, and treat others with respect.

- Important info on preventing or reducing sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and unintended pregnancy, including using
appropriate health services and being sexually abstinent.

-How to support their peers and partners in avoiding or reducing sexual risk behaviors.

-Learning to be a good ally to those who are different and love themselves for who they are.

I want these things for my kids and for all of our young people. I feel it is more than fair to give parents the ability to opt their kids
out. Please oppose HB 352.

Nissa Nagel H 352 W Self Boise Against N 19

I am against HB352. The way it is written with “or” between clauses ensures that any content about sexual orientation or gender
identity is prohibited. It does not allow any local control about what content is appropriate in curriculum depending on grade-level and
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Kristina Hardy H 352 W self Kuna For N 23

I am in favor of the proposed amendments to the Parental Rights in Education law adding section (5) which addresses classroom
instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity and thank the sponsor.

I believe deeply in the fundamental right and responsibility of parents to guide the upbringing and education of their children,
particularly on sensitive topics related to sexuality and identity.

Discussions surrounding sexual orientation and gender identity often involve complex social, emotional, and moral considerations that
are best addressed within the context of a family's values and beliefs. Introducing these topics in a broad classroom setting, especially at
young ages, can undermine parental authority and create confusion or conflict with the values being taught at home.

By establishing clear guidelines regarding instruction on these topics, parents will have a better understanding of what their children
are being taught in school. This transparency fosters trust between parents and educators and allows parents to engage in meaningful
conversations with their children at home, based on their own values and in a manner they deem appropriate.

Our public schools have a primary responsibility to provide students with a strong foundation in core academic areas. The explicit
instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity, can divert valuable instructional time and resources away from these essential
subjects.

The addition of section (5) to this Parental Rights in Education bill does not seek to create a discriminatory environment. Rather, it
aims to ensure that sensitive topics are handled with the utmost care, with parents at the forefront of these discussions, and in a manner
that is developmentally appropriate for our children. It reinforces the fundamental principle that parents have the primary right and
responsibility to direct their children’s education.

Evelyn Byrd H 352 w Self Idaho Falls Against N 33

I am against HB 352 because it denies the existence of an already at-risk community. A 2020 study estimated that there are around
12,000 youth aged 13-17 in Idaho who are LGBT (1) and they deserve support, not to be erased.

These young people are at risk for every single poor health outcome compared to non-LGBT youth. In 2021, 1 in 5 LGBTQ+ high
school students attempted suicide in the last year (2). This is not due to something innately wrong or sick about this population, but
instead stems from the stigma and lack of support present in our society. Banning all mention of sexual orientation or gender identity
from schools at all levels will only exacerbate this problem as many youth turn to school for the support they do not receive at home.

These youth are our children, our nieces and nephews, our friends children, and our children’s friends. This bill erases their existence
and denies peers and families statewide the information we deserve to understand and support them. Please, stand up for our youth and
vote NO on HB 352.
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Amy Burkholder cont, 8

they divorced. The husband now has a new wife and is happier than I've ever seen him. The ex-wife is happy for him as well, though
grieves the heartache they experienced due to not knowing for many years that she was asexual or even that there was such a thing.

Noone should have to experience this kind of difficulty due, in part, to inadequate sexual orientation education. This bill is
unnecessary and harmful. Please vote no on HB 352.

Thank you for your consideration.
Amy Burkholder

East Boise County, District 8

Kai Scott H 352 W Self Pocatello Against N 29

Classrooms that have rainbow pride flags or teachers that are willing to talk about gender and sexual orientation are not the problem.
Suicide rates for LGBTQ+ youth, however, absolutely is. Numerous studies have shown that 62% of LGBTQ+ youth are in unsupportive
family environments. Those 62% are up to 8 times more likely to attempt suicide. In addition, just over half of LGBTQ+ youth say that
their school is affirming in some capacity. As of 2022, 52% of LGBTQ+ youth seriously considered suicide in the past year, with 19%
actually attempting suicide. By removing flags and banning the teaching and conversations around gender and sexual orientation,
Idaho's suicide rates will go up. I have personally known someone who has committed suicide due to unsupportive environments as I'm
sure many other Idahoans do as well. I implore you to vote no on HB352.

Paul Rolig H 352 IP Self BOISE Against Y 15

Idaho students need up-to-date, fact-based education, including appropriate discussion of incidental aspects of sex, sexual
orientation, and gender identity that may be raised by students in class. HB 352 will make it less likely for Idaho students to receive this
vital information. By severely restricting discussion of these topics, which are in the news a great deal lately, Idaho will end up with a less
well-educated and less tolerant populace.

This legislation seems to be based on the premise that if we do not permit discussion of these topics, then there won't be any
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Amy Dundon cont. 19

The ACLU and ACLU of Idaho oppose House Bill 352 (HB 352), legislation that would ban instruction on ili-defined “gender ideology”
and sexual orientation in public schools from kindergarten to 12th grade. If passed, the bill would rob students of crucial information. It
also poses serious threats to the speech rights of students and teachers. Given the sensitive nature of the content HB 352 seeks to ban,
we fear the bill would also threaten the safety of students, and would almost certainly rob students of basic information about sex and
sexuality.

Academic freedom allows educators to teach a wide range of subjects, including those related to diverse aspects of human identity
such as sexual orientation and gender identity. Prohibiting instruction on sexuality and gender would restrict teachers' ability to provide a
comprehensive education — which Idaho students deserve. We should trust teachers to assess what is appropriate for their students,
based on their development and the context of the subject matter — and the Idaho legislature should not restrict the autonomy of
schools to control their own policy.

We also fear HB 352 would impose undue restrictions on the ability of schools to decide their own curriculum. By mandating that
these topics be excluded from instruction (or only included in age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate ways), HB 352 would
severely limit the scope of curriculum and the ability of educators to address important social issues. Teachers may be unable to
integrate certain lessons or resources on these topics, severely limiting their ability to offer students a broad understanding of the world.

HB 352 would likely create a chilling effect in ways that infringe on protected speech. If passed, the bill would foster environments
where teachers, administrators, or even students might refrain from discussing or expressing their views on sexual orientation and
gender identity for fear of violating the law. This would likely undermine open discussion, debate, and the exchange of ideas, which are
fundamental to academic environments.

It is likely that HB 352 would compel teachers to self-censor to avoid topics or discussions that would otherwise be considered
essential for creating safe and inclusive classrooms. The bill would have predictable, restrictive outcomes for the natural flow of dialogue
in the classroom. It would almost certainly diminish the educational experience for students who might benefit from learning about
different identities.

The bill also has impacts on students’ rights. If passed, students may be denied information that could be valuable in helping them
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Savahanna phelan

“From: Melissa Blevins <melissablevins@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 3:53 PM

To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: Missed Testimony in Favor of H239 by Melissa Blevins

Dear Chairman and Senate Ed Committee,
| was booted off Zoom today just as it was connecting me to testify on H239 - Sex-Ed Opt-in.

| would still like to tell my story, because this is definitely happening today in Idaho schools across the
state. As far as | have looked into this, this has been happening in scenarios similar to mine since 2015.

Last school year, my then fifteen-year-old daughter came home from her charter school in Nampa, upset
because she felt forced to participate in a class that an outside volunteer was teaching while her teacher
was away at training. She said that she had to roll-play with a boy she didn't know, in which she had to
play a lesbian coming out to her Christian parents, who belittled and rejected her. When she read the
script beforehand, she conveyed she felt uncomfortable and tried to leave. But the volunteer didn't
speak up and let her or the class know that they had the option to opt-out, and the supervising Para told
her, "Grow up and quit being a baby. You're old enough." So she felt pressured to enact the script, along
with having to say, 'shit', ‘fuck’, 'faggot' and 'lick pussy".

| was not notified about this class by the school beforehand. Not just NOT given the option to opt my
daughter out, but not being informed AT ALL. | had to find out from my daughter, after the fact.

| contacted the principal, who stated that "this class is facilitated through Advocates Against Family
Violence who has some pretty cool messages about healthy relationships." AAFV, | found, is affiliated
with our health district, Southwest District Health, which | also found was implementing curriculum that
Planned Parenthood is behind.

The principal then told me that students should have been given the option to opt-out. So they didn't
inform parents, and they're putting the responsibility to opt-out on the students!

| told him that he took my job away from me, and that she will not be attending these classes any further,
as | learned that they would be going on all week. My daughter later reported that all but four of about
twenty students left the class after they had found out they could opt-out.

| met with the principal and school counselor shortly thereafter. | had to get a special accommodation
for the school to notify me about any extra-curricular classes outside her teacher's instruction in order to
repeal the blanket permission slip form they have parents sign at the beginning of the year, without
description of these future events. During this conversation, the school counselor told me that the
curriculum for Sex Ed teaches abstinence. They seemed surprised when | told them they better check
what their definition of abstinence is because these curriculums are trying to change the meaning to

__ anything that doesn't get you an STD or pregnant - including abortion. That the legislature had to pass the
year before, a law defining abstinence to mean "no sex before marriage" so they better hope they're not

1






breaking the law. The meeting ended pretty abruptly after | made that statement. They hurried out of the
room and into the principal's office.

' w Opt-out is not working! If parents aren't notified about these classes, then their child is automatically
opted-in. Or they're putting the choice on the student, and not the parent. This is so not right! Opt-inis
the only common sense answer that requires the school to notify parents.

My daughter has this experience burned in her memory, that she was not mature enough for. | was so
livid this happened to her that | considered writing my own bill to get this stopped in schools, even
reaching out to my own Senator for a purple slip. | am so relieved that Rep. Ehardt has brought this again.
| have been waiting for this. | need this bill to pass. Our kids need this to pass. Please do something now
to protect them.

In Liberty,

Melissa Blevins
Caldwell, Idaho






