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Chairman Mendive called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MOTION: Rep. Church made a motion to approved the March 5, 2025 meeting minutes.
Motion carried by voice vote.

UNANIMOUS
CONSENT
REQUEST:

Chairman Mendive made a unanimous consent request to move SJM 104 to the
top of the agenda. There being no objection the consent was granted.

SJM 104: Rep. Raymond and Sen. Burtenshaw of District 31 presented SJM 104 which
requests the Federal government expedite the permitting process to clean Camas
Creek, and requests ownership and administration of the Camas National Wildlife
Refuge be transferred to the Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game (IDFG).
Sen. Burtenshaw declared a possible conflict of interest.
Sen. Burtenshaw explained that the Camas Creek flows through the Camas
National Wildlife Refuge and provides water for agriculture, wildlife, and recreation
down stream in Mud Lake, Idaho and the surrounding area. He spoke about the
lack of Federal management and maintenance at the Camas National Wildlife
Refuge, the documented diminishing water flow in Camas Creek over the past
several years, and the excessive costs the Mud Lake community has experienced.
The committee made numerous inquiries about the intensions and motives behind
the legislation, and the water rights involved, the filing of formal complaints, and
any efforts of collaboration made thus far.

MOTION: Rep. Nelson made a motion to send SJM 104 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
Rep. Raymond continued responding to committee inquiries, concerns were
raised that insufficient collaboration efforts were made and the legislation goes too
far in asserting State land ownership is the solution when simple collaboration
might resolve the problem.



Rob Mason representing The Wilderness Society, Lucian Davis representing self,
Jonathan Oppenheimer representing the Idaho Conservation League, and Gale
Buhrer-Poorman representing herself spoke in opposition to SJM 104. Concerns
voiced surrounded the transfer of land management from the Federal government
to the Dept. of Fish and Game and encouraged collaboration to resolve the
problem. Concerns over potential disconnections with ongoing and future mining
projects in the area, and violations to existing Federal treaty agreements with Native
American Tribes like the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes were raised.
Rep. Raymond closed the presentation and addressed some concerns. He
perceives communication to be at the heart of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe
opposition and he feels confident that the lines of communication will not be
neglected. This is not an attempt to circumvent senior-junior water rights, even an
individual with senior water rights is not entitled to stop the water from flowing on
to junior water right users. The point of this legislation is simply to declare the
importance of this problem in hopes it will be resolved and not because the State is
seeking to take over the land.

VOTE ON
MOTION:

Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Church and Rep. Galaviz requested to be
recorded as voting NAY. Rep. Raymond will sponsor the bill on the floor.

S 1146: Rep. Boyle, District 9, presented S 1146 saying the Oil & Gas Commission,
which is comprised of five members with unique backgrounds and qualifications, is
struggling to fill a seat which requires a degree in two specific fields. This legislation
seeks to widen the number of fields eligible and qualified.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Shepherd made a motion to send S 1146 to the floor with a DO
PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Boyle will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee the meeting
adjourned at 2:27 p.m.
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Representative Mendive Andrea Blades
Chair Secretary
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