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Chairman Lent called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:04 p.m.

Senator Semmelroth moved to approve the Minutes from March 11, 2025.
Senator Burtenshaw seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

EDUCATION - Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding parental
rights in education. Senator Carlson stated H 352 amended students rights
in education pertaining to education regarding sexual orientation and gender
identity in order to prohibit the teaching of those categories in grades K-12.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated her biggest concern was the private cause of
action section on page three. Representative Hawkins stated that portion of the
legislation was existing and they did not change that section. All of their changes
were sections added on page two. Senator Ward-Engelking stated that it was
still a bad precedence which was why she struggled with this bill.

Senator Woodward wondered if counselors could address the topics

with students given the terminology only addressed classroom material.
Representative Hawkins explained that he couldn't determine with certainty if
counselors could address those topics, as there were different laws governing
counselors.

Senator Nichols asked for clarification regarding the language of the bill.
Representative Hawkins stated that this bill solely addressed classroom
procedures and left discretion up to the local school districts to decide how to
implement these policies.

Chairman Lent questioned the language of "shall" and wondered if it would
require schools to create a policy. Representative Hawkins stated that was
correct.

Chris Parri testified against H 352 as he believed several areas of history
would be struck from curriculum, as many events would be censored due to the
motivations behind certain events. Therefore, he believed the bill would need to
be rewritten in order to be consistent with historical events.

Samuel Lair testified in support of H 352 as he believed that some topics were
not appropriate for conversations in the classroom and created dissension.
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Senator Woodward asked how classrooms should address conversations such
as the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Mr. Lair stated that those conversations could be
commented on without teaching gender orientation and sexual identity, the same
way the Civil Rights Movement was addressed in classrooms without talking
about critical race theory.

Senator Nichols asked if Mr. Lair believed the language in the bill about age

appropriateness was sufficient to allow those topics to be addressed. Mr. Lair
believed that those topics could be discussed without getting into unnecessary
particulars with students who were too young.

Jeffrey Watkins testified against H 352 as he believed that the bill would create
unclear and unintentional consequences in the classroom. He noted how coming
of age stories, Shakespeare, and even women in WWII were all stories and
lessons on gender identity, which would then be excluded from curriculum.

Kristina Hardy testified for H 352 as she believed the classroom needed to
stay neutral and to avoid conversations that could lead to more in-depth sexual
conversations. She believed that the classrooms needed to be focused on
curriculum and not on personal beliefs.

Senator Nichols moved to send H 352 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Zito seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote. Senators Ward-Engelking and Semmelroth requested they be
recorded as voting nay.

EDUCATION - Adds to existing law to establish provisions regarding an
administrator leadership apprenticeship program. Senator Carlson stated
that H 295 needed work and asked the Committee to send it to the 14th Order
for possible amendment.

Senator Woodward asked about hearing it in a full committee hearing after
the bill had been amended. Chairman Lent asked if the bill sponsor had

a preference. Senator Carlson worried about the time in the session left.
Representative Hawkins preferred to do the hearing now and then let it proceed
as normal. He expressed the need for this bill demonstrated in several of the
email handouts provided to the Committee, and believed the 14th Order would
be sufficient (Attachment 2).

Dr. Heather Williams, Idaho Rural Schools Associations (IRSA), testified
against H 295. IRSA was willing to work with the sponsors to address their
concerns with the bill, particularly the mechanism for the mentorship aspect,
but could not support it as is.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated that she did not see a requirement for
instructional experience in the bill, on top of the lack of a mechanism for the
mentorship aspect. She worried about fixing bills without public hearing or
comment. Dr. Williams stated that current certification requirements do have
instructional components, but they would like those areas addressed as well.

Representative Hawkins stated that this bill was needed and made a program
available to small rural areas. None of this bill was done in haste, they were just
trying to ensure that they had a good bill that addressed the needs of the rural
communities.

Senator Woodward asked about the letter from the Idaho Department of
Education dated March 19, 2025, and wondered if Representative Hawkins

had those conversations with the Department (Attachment 3). Representative
Hawkins stated that he had some discussions and they weren't entirely on board
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with the bill due to their own plans.

Senator Cook asked how this bill addressed the rural areas. Representative
Hawkins stated that this bill helped people from the local areas get the proper
certifications necessary to fill those positions. Senator Cook stated that he was
hesitant to send it to the 14th Order without a full hearing after the changes
were made.

Senator Semmelroth moved to hold H 295 in Committee. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.

Senator Semmelroth stated that Superintendent Critchfield had been working
on this issue and would be concluding that work in early April. So, this seemed
like the perfect time to join these two efforts to create one comprehensive plan.

Senator Nichols moved to send H 295 to the 14th Order of Business for
possible amendment. Senator Zito seconded the motion.

Senator Nichols stated that she believed this bill just needed a few adjustments,
but that the bill was desperately needed to address the current ongoing issues.

Senator Woodward supported the idea, but noted that there was an alternative
certification pathway already in code. He noted an experience in his district with
alternative certification pathway that did not end favorably. Therefore, he would
be in support of the original motion.

Senators Nichols, Carlson, and Zito voted Aye. Chairman Lent, Vice
Chairman Cook, and Senators Woodward, Burtenshaw, Ward-Engelking,
and Semmelroth voted Nay. The substitute motion failed.

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, and Senators Woodward,
Burtenshaw, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth voted Aye. Senators
Nichols, Carlson, and Zito voted Nay. The original motion carried.

EDUCATION - Add to existing law to provide for the establishment of the
Idaho High-Needs Student Fund. Representative Fuhriman explained that
H 291 defined what a high-needs student was and highlighted the additional
costs that those students required. This would bill would allow for schools to
submit for reimbursement for those students once all other funding options and
requirements had been met.

Senator Ward-Engelking asked for an example of a high-needs student.
Representative Fuhriman stated that there was a student in his district who
was non-verbal and required them to have a full-time aid. Previous Medicaid
funding that was covering the fees was no longer doing so, and the school now
had to cover those expenses.

Fred Birnbaum, |Idaho Freedom Foundation, testified against H 291. He noted
the amount of money that was being distributed to public education and stated
that there were already funding systems in place and this additional funding was
not necessary (Attachment 4).

MeLinda Royer testified in favor of H 291 and noted the different situations

in which this bill would help them. For example, the ASL interpreter that was
needed for one of their students daily. She noted how this particular burden was
entirely on the district to cover, and this bill would help to cover those costs.

Senator Cook asked Ms. Royer how much money their school received for
special education students. Ms. Royer stated that they were roughly 50% over
their given budget, but that she did not have specific numbers.
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Julie Mead testified in favor of H 291 and noted how the funding was desperately
needed to educate these students at an equal level to their peers. It required
special equipment, highly qualified teachers, special educators, and additional
material that all cost additional money over the budget. Therefore, this money
was needed to continue supporting those students.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send H 291 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Cook seconded the motion.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated that Idaho was severely underfunded in special
education, and those extra funds were needed to support those students.

Senator Nichols wondered why we had such a gap in special education
and why there was such a discrepancy despite the different funding sources
available. Representative Fuhriman explained that while there was a lot of
different funding sources, it did not meet the needs of the entire State. He
emphasized how this bill simply focused on high-special needs students, and
was not dedicated to the whole of special education.

Senator Semmelroth asked about the difference in the two vouchers that the
Governor signed in H 93. Representative Fuhriman noted those were solely for
private schools.

Senator Zito requested a roll call vote.

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, and Senators Woodward,
Burtenshaw, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth voted Aye. Senators
Nichols, Carlson, and Zito voted Nay. The motion carried.

There being no further business as this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 3:07 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Savahanna Phelan
Secretary
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