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cont.Chris Parri 19

The Idaho Education Association's opposition to this bill is simple. Under this legislation, entire chapters of American History would be
deleted from public education. Much like there is no way to teach about slavery without talking about racism, there is no way to teach
about the Stonewall Riots, AIDS Epidemic, and the assassination of Mayor Harvey Milk, for example, without talking about sexual
orientation. There is even a National Monument commemorating Stonewall. How should a teacher respond when students ask questions
like, "What led to the Stonewall riots?" without talking about LGBT people?

So, if the legislation's goal is to censor history, we should have a discussion about that. If the goal isn't about censoring or rewriting
history, the legislation should clarify that explicitly. As written, House Bill 352 absolutely does censor American history.

I think when it comes to something as serious as this, we can afford specific language and a conversation about the actual impacts of
a bill as written and how that either does or does not meet the intent of the sponsor. So, are we trying to rewrite history? If not, you're
going to need a new bill.

IP Against YIdaho Education AssociationBoiseH 352

cont.Yvonne Sandmire 19

Why would you want to eliminate sex education, when that is one of the few things that actually prevents unwanted pregnancies
&amp; abortions?

W Against Nself BoiseH 352

cont.Jeffrey Watkins 16

It's clear what the intended consequence of this bill is - make it harder for LGBTQ+ and gender-nonconforming students to
understand what they are going through as they grow up and to try to eliminate the public school as a potential safe space for them. I
disagree with this goal. But I also think this bill will have unintended consequences due to the lack of clarity on what is meant by
"instruction on... sexual orientation and gender identity." Assume that a school district decides to make it easy and say, "No instruction

IP Against YSelf BoiseH 352
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cont.Jeffrey Watkins 16

on sexual orientation and gender identity." However, being heterosexual is sexual orientation, and following established gender roles
is part of gender identity. Would an English teacher in that district be allowed to teach Romeo and Juliet? Their heterosexual attraction to
each other is a core theme of the story that cannot be avoided. The same can be argued of almost all of Shakespeare's comedies. Even
in Hamlet, the heterosexual love between Hamlet and Ophelia is a core part of understanding the play.

Will social studies teachers no longer be able to teach how different cultures have different expectations for men and women? Or
how World War II redefined how women in the United States interacted with the work force? These are all issues tied to gender identity.
What about any "coming of age" story that discusses a boy becoming a man? Or a girl becoming a woman? Do we have to ban Pinocchio
- a puppet who wants to be a real boy?

 In Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night," Viola (a woman) disguises herself as a man to work for the nobleman Orsino. Upon falling in love,
she laments frequently about how she cannot act on these feelings because Orsino believes her to be a man. Many plot points revolve
around other characters believing that Viola is a man - but she tries to resolve issues in a more "womanly" way. To fully discuss this play,
gender identity and sexual orientation will need to be touched on. None of these works are salacious or inappropriate for high school
classes, but if a school district plays it safe, I don't see how they wouldn't be eliminated from instruction.

cont.Nissa Nagel 19

I am against HB352. The way it is written it ensures that any content about sexual orientation or gender identity is prohibited. It does
not allow any local control about what content is appropriate in curriculum based on grade level or context.

I think there are ample instances when discussing sexual orientation or gender identity would be appropriate depending on the
context and to prohibit all instruction would be problematic. Maybe even against the first amendment. In a lesson about Pete Buttigieg, it
may be appropriate to mention he was the first openly gay cabinet member in American history. Or would we not be allowed to teach
about him in case a student brings it up. And if they bring up that point, does the teacher just stand mute and not respond to it.

If a student is doing a report on Billy Jean King, maybe the greatest tennis player of all time, would they be instructed that they could
not reference King’s advocacy for gender equality or her sexuality. It is good for our youth to learn about others who may be different or
similar to them.

Please hold HB352 in committee.

W Against Nself BoiseH 352
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cont.Nissa Nagel 19

cont.Judith Roesbery 16

Please stop micromanaging what is taught in our schools. Please leave the curriculum to the individual schools, who know best what
the students in their classrooms need to be learning. I find it very suspicious that so many Idaho legislators find it necessary to insert
their opinions on sex and sexuality into every facet of life, from the sports arena to the doctor’s office to the classroom. One would
suspect that you are not only obsessed with sex, you have a bias against anyone who does not see human sexuality in exactly the same
way as you do. For the record, if you believe that there are only two sexes and only two genders, you are incorrect and ignorant of basic
science.

W Against NSelf Garden CityH 352

cont.Paul Lewer 17

I will make a physical copy available to the chair upon request of the chair.

IP For Y
I am representing the Well
Reformed Church as a
pastor.

BoiseH 352

cont.Christina Karst 2

My name is Tina Karst, Special Education Director for the Kellogg, Mullan and Wallace School Districts. I’ve been a special educator
for over 27 years and of those years this is 16 years as a director.

High Cost needs for students with special needs are not new in my district without being fully funded for those services being
provided in the Idaho School Districts.   There are many costs associated with making sure we follow laws and regulations regarding
students with special needs.

I'm in favor of High Cost Funding since Idaho doesn’t fully fund students with special needs for school districts.

One of my examples of a high cost fund would be for a student receiving services in behavior support to access general education.

V For YKellogg, Mullan, Wallace
School CataldoH 291
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cont.Christina Karst 2

The Contracted Behavioral Support costs and resource room teacher support. 7.5 hours a day for 53.00 am hour no reimbursement.

Additionally this student will have at least 2 meetings a month regarding the students needs to make sure we are making gains with
behavior support being provided. At these meetings  we have a parent, general ed teacher, special ed teacher, special ed director,
building principal, school psychologist, SLP, and counselor and others therapy support in attendance. Meetings last about an hour or
longer.

This meeting accrues a cost that within the school day of these staff not being available to provide services to others during the
school day at those times, which then leads to trying to have additional staff to support etc.

This is just one student and one example of which there are additional examples in the Kellogg, Mullan and Wallace School districts.

*Then these services are not reimbursable by Medicaid because of parents status.

cont.MeLinda Royer 28

My name is  MeLinda Royer, and I am an Elementary Principal in the West Side School District in Dayton, Idaho. I also wear the hat
of Special Education director.  We have around 850 students in our district, and 10% of those students qualify for special education
services.

I am here today to testify in favor of House Bill 291. One current example where this bill will help our school is for one of our
students who requires a one-on-one ASL interpreter for 7.5 hours per day to communicate in the classroom effectively. The cost of our
contracted ASL interpreter is $27.50 per hour. When considering the 146 school days in the academic year, this equates to an annual
cost of $30,112 for this one student. This expense could have been twice as high, but we were fortunate to secure an interpreter at a

V For YWest Side School District PrestonH 291
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cont.MeLinda Royer 28

significantly reduced rate.

While these costs are essential to providing the necessary accommodations for this student, we face a significant challenge. We
cannot seek reimbursement from Medicaid because ASL interpreter services are not classified as reimbursable expenses. This leaves the
burden entirely on the school district to fund these services, which places a financial strain on the district and may limit the ability to
provide other essential services to students in need. This $30,112 is in addition to the general cost of educating each student.

By passing Bill 291, you would ensure that districts can better support students who require ASL interpreters. This bill would help
cover the costs of providing these vital services and ensure that students who need an interpreter can fully participate in their education.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

cont.Jenifer Miller 2

I am the Special Education Coordinator for the St. Maries School District. I have been in this position for 7 years. I have been an
educator for 30 years, 28 of those years being in Idaho.

I am in support of this bill.

Here is just one example of a High Needs Student in my district. The student requires 1-1 adult Behavior Intervention (BI) Support
for 7.5 hours per day. The cost for the contracted BI is $75.00 per hour. This equates to a daily cost of $562.50 and an annual cost of
$95,625 for 170 days in the school year. We are not able to seek reimbursement from Medicaid because the student is currently not
Medicaid eligible.

To put our district's financial concern into even better perspective, our district currently has 31 high needs students who have
functional or behavioral needs that require part or full time daily direct support from an interventionist or paraprofessional.   Although
some students qualify for Medicaid, this funding does NOT cover the cost of the additional support this student requires to be successful
in the educational setting. As you can equate, this is a VERY heavy financial lift for a small rural district.

 Please vote "yes" on HB291.

Thank you,

W For NSt. Maries School District St. MariesH 291
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cont.Jenifer Miller 2

Jenifer Miller

cont.Jennifer Johnson 18

My name is Jennifer Johnson, I am from Boise, and I represent myself.  I am a local small business owner.  The business that I run
helps to provide children with disabilities access to specialized equipment while welcoming children of all abilities.  I opened my business
because I have children with disabilities, and I saw the need.  Both of my boys have received special education services in the Boise
School District.

One of my boys is Autistic and has early onset bipolar disorder in addition to several other conditions including ADHD, ODD, and
Auditory Processing Disorder.  My son requires additional support in the community as well as in his education.

As a parent I have done all I can to help my child to be successful.  For several years my son was in a behavior-based classroom in
the Boise School District and required a one-on-one behavior interventionist to fully access his education.  I am happy to report that with
the community and educational support as a current sophomore in high school he no longer requires that same level of support and is
doing amazing.

I realize the requirement for a one-on-one behavior interventionist was expensive for the district, however, it was necessary.  After
high school my son will be able to gain meaningful employment and become a productive employee and a taxpayer in the state of Idaho.

My son’s story is not unusual and as a member of the special needs community I know many children who have serious medical,
developmental, and mental health conditions which require additional support to fully access their education, including such things as
nursing, sign language, behavior interventionists, occupational and speech therapy, as well as a multitude of additional high-cost needs.

This bill will not reduce the districts legally required obligation to provide these services but will provide the opportunity to access
additional funds to cover those costs.  For all districts but especially for small rural districts this will make a huge difference in their ability
to meet the needs of all students.

I urge you to help districts support our most vulnerable children by voting yes on HB291.

IP For YSelf BoiseH 291
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cont.Quinn Perry 19

ISBA is in strong support of HB 291. Idaho is one of only two states that does not have a "high-needs" fund for students who come
to our schools and require ancillary personnel or devices for support, which we are both legally and morally obligated to provide. Please
support this legislation.

W For NIdaho School Boards
Association BoiseH 291

cont.Ramona Lee 22

As the special education director for the West Ada School District, I am in favor of this bill because it will provide an additional
funding stream to meet the needs of students who have extensive and expensive support needs in order to attend school.

Today I want to specifically address skilled nursing and ASL interpreting needs.

Some students (such as those with a tracheostomy) require continuous skilled nursing support to attend school.  Due to the
differences in community Medicaid reimbursement rates for skilled nursing from an RN ($81.52/hour) and school-based skilled nursing
Medicaid reimbursement when districts pay their own Medicaid match (providing net reimbursement of around $28.53/hour), this nursing
support can cost districts $52.99/hour beyond any Medicaid reimbursement just for the nursing services for one student.  Educational
services and related services such as Speech-language therapy, Occupational therapy, and Physical therapy are of course additional costs
for many students in order for them to receive a Free Appropriate Public Education.

ASL interpreting is another expensive service required for some students, and there is no Medicaid reimbursement for ASL
interpreting for educational services. Due to a shortage of ASL interpreters in schools, we often must contract for these services in
addition to the 14 ASL interpreters employed directly by our district.  Based on years of experience, hiring an ASL interpreter full time
costs between $50,000 and $68,000 per year.  Our lowest contract rate is $67/hour.  This equates to $440/day, or $74,800 for 170 days
for a student with an individual interpreter.   Some classes (such as advanced math or medical CTE courses) require an interpreting team
(2 interpreters) due to the complexity of the vocabulary and content.   Students who participate in extracurricular events and other after-
school activities require additional interpreting support beyond those school-day hours as well. When interpreting staff are absent, we
must contract for substitute interpreters to ensure students have the required interpreting support. Community ASL interpreting rates are
$67/hour, or $80/hour for evening rates.  As a last resort, online on-demand ASL interpreters cost $1.99/minute.

 We have multiple students who require both skilled nursing and ASL interpreting at the same time.  This combination of services can
regularly cost more than $100/hour for one student.

During the House hearing on this bill, an excellent question was asked about why districts do not group students together for

W For NWest Ada School District BoiseH 291
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cont.Ramona Lee 22

interpreting services.  In West Ada, we do this to the extent possible, and also open up our program to neighboring districts.
Students currently attend or have previously attended our district shared D/HH program from Nampa, Vallivue, Kuna, COSSA, Caldwell,
Middleton, and Weiser at a cost of $160/day for K-5, $175/day for grades 6-8, and $400/day for grades 9-12.    However, as school
choice is a strong value in Idaho, not all families feel that the shared D/HH program placement is the best placement for their child.
When a student chooses to attend their neighborhood school or a school of choice (in WASD we have students with interpeters attending
a magnet school of the arts and a CTE program), then the district must provide individual interpreting service to that student, at the
costs outlined above.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the details of this testimony.  I am sorry that I was not able to appear in
person today, and I do thank this committee for considering this bill, the passage of which would support students, schools, and families
in Idaho as their rights to a free, appropriate public education are met in schools that best meet their needs.

Sincerely,
Ramona Lee
Director of Special Education
West Ada School District
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