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March 18, 2025

The Honorable Bruce Skaug
The Honorable Todd Lakey

Dear Sen. Lakey and Rep. Skaug:

On behalf of the Idaho Committee for Hippocratic Medicine, we write to ex-
press our strong suppott for your legislation (SB1171), which provides clarity,
balance and fairness to the heartbeat law's private right of action section.

We find that there is some confusion among healthcare professionals regarding
the legal standards around abortion to which they must adhere. This is causing
unneeded anxiety and an undue burden on our colleagues - especially for those
involved in maternal care. We understand that the controlling law in Idaho is
contained in the Defense of Life Act. But there are questions out there regard-
ing the heartbeat law’s impact on medical care, since it holds physicians to a
different standard.

We also recognize that there is legitimate anxiety among healthcare providers
regarding their vulnerability to civil lawsuits, even if they are in compliance
with the Defense of Life Act. The wording of the present heartbeat law seems 1o
open up doctors to an unreasonable threat; under current law, even if a physi-
cian wins such a lawsuit - they cannot recover costs or attorney fees.

That basic unfairness is not helpful as we seek to retain good physicians and
recruit new ones.

We urge the Legislature lo approve SB1171. We believe it will go a long way
toward reassuring physicians that Idaho is a great place in which to practice
medicine. Thank you for your leadership on this important issue.

Best regards on behalf of the Committee,
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Statement on behalf of Drs. Heather Pugmire, Christine Black, Vanessa
Cameron, Sean Bergsten, Carole Shelley, Michael Jones, Kim Cox and
Baily Runkles, practicing OB/GYN physicians at Bingham Healthcare in
Blackfoot and Pocatello.

We have gone into the field of Obstetrics and Gynecology because of our
passion in caring for women and their babies. We have studied and
trained for years to do this well and continue our learning to save,
support and sustain the lives of I[daho’s moms AND children.

None of us at Bingham, or in the area, choose to perform elective
abortions and haven’t throughout our careers.

Despite this fact, the actions of the legislature with regards to the
“abortion laws” the last few years has indeed created an unsustainable
environment for us to continue caring well for the women and babies of
Idaho. It has made hiring new providers nearly impossible. It has
increased the pressure, work, anxiety and stress of an already very
demanding role. It has eroded the trust we had in the state and our
legislature to work for the good of all Idahoans.

SB 1171 is NOT a fix to these problems. However, we do see it as a step
in the right direction. We hope the passage of this bill can be a step in
rebuilding trust between our legislators and medical providers. And we
are grateful for opportunities to have meaningful discussions about this
challenging issue going forward. Thank you.



