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The Flonorable Bruce Skaug

The Honorable Tbdd l,akeY

L)ear Sen. l,akey and ReP' Skaug:

on behalf of the lclaho comrnittee for Hippocratic Medicine, we write to ex-

pfess our strorlg supPort for your legislation (SBl171)' which Provides clarity'

Lajance ancl fairness to the heartbeat lau/'s private l'ight of action section'

lve fi'ci that there is sone confusioll alxong healthcare professionals regarding

the legai starrdarcis aroulld abortiol"t to wftich they rnust adirere 'Ihis is caLrsillg

unllecded an)Liety arlcl an Llndue burclen ol'l our colleagues - especially for those

ir-rvolvecl in rrateruai care. We unclelstancl that the contlolling iaw in Idairo is

contairred in the Defense of Lil'e Act. IJut the|e are questions out the|e regarci-

ing the heartbeat lzrw's impacl on n'reclical care, since it holds physicians to a

different startciarcl,

we also l.ecognize that there is legitirnate anxiety among healthcare ploviders

regarcli'g t6Jir vrrlner.ability to c;il lawsuits, everl if they are in compliance

*ilh th.b.fense of Life Act. The wording of tlte irresent heartbeat lirw seenrs tcr

opell Llp doctors to an ullreasonabl.e threat; tllldef curlentlaw, eveLr if a physi-

cian wins srlch a lawsuit - they cannot lecover costs or attorney fees.

That basic Lltlfairness is uot helpful as vrre .seek to relain good physiciirtts attcl

recluit new ones.

we urge the Legislatrue r0 applove SRI171.. we believe it wi.ll go a long way

towari."*r*,rrirg physiciarri that Idaho i.s a great place i' wl-ricir to practice

mediciue. Thank you fbl.your ieadership on this important issue.

Best regards on behalf of tlre Cornmittee'
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Statement on behal,f of Drs. Heather Pugmire, Christine Btack, Vanessa

Cameron, Sean Bergsten, Carote Shetl,ey, Michael Jones, Kim Cox and

Baity Runktes, practicing OB/GYN physicians at Bingham Heatthcare in

Btackfoot and Pocate[to.

We have gone into the fietd of Obstetrics and Gynecol.ogy because of our

passion in caring for women and their babies. We have studied and

trained for years to do this we[[ and continue our learning to save,

support and sustain the Lives of ldaho's moms AND chitdren.

None of us at Bingham, or in the area, choose to perform etective

abortions and haven't throughout our careers.

Despite this fact, the actions of the legistature with regards to the

"abortion [aws"the Lastfewyears has indeed created an unsustainabte

environment for us to continue caring wetl, for the women and babies of

ldaho. lt has made hiring new providers nearty impossibte. lt has

increased the pressure, work, anxiety and stress of an atready very

demanding rote. lt has eroded the trust we had in the state and our

Legisl.ature to work for the good of att ldahoans.

SB 1 171 is NOT a fix to these probtems. However, we do see it as a step

in the right direction. We hope the passage of this bitt can be a step in

rebuitding trust between our tegistators and medicat providers. And we

are grateful. for opportunities to have meaningfuI discussions about this

chatl,enging issue going forward. Thank you.


