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THE WOMEN'S SAFETY AND PROTECTION ACT

Standing for Women’s

Privacy and Safety

Alexis Lightcap (shown
above) was shocked to walk
in on a male in the girls’
restroom at her high school
in Pennsylvania. He was
permitted there by a secretly
passed district policy.

The Hope Center, a women's
shelter in Anchorage, has
helped numerous women
escape abusive situations
and even sex trafficking.

But when the Hope Center
declined to allow a man who
identified as a woman to
gain access to the women's
shelter, Anchorage officials
sought to punish the Center.

Alexis Lightcap had her
privacy violated at school

Men don't belong in women's spaces.

Women and children deserve to have their privacy and dignity safeguarded in
vulnerable spaces. Their right to privacy and safety should not be dependent
on others’ beliefs about gender.

Unfortunately, men who assert a female identity are allowed to enter women's
private spaces like showers, restrooms, and changing areas.

As a result, many women are experiencing harassment and abuse under
policies that force females to undress, sleep, or shower with men.

THE WOMEN'S SAFETY AND PROTECTION ACT

The Women's Safety and Protection Act offers safety and privacy for women
and young girls in domestic abuse shelters, public schools and higher
education institutions, and correctional facilities — the spaces where they are
most vuinerable.

It sets a clear standard that men cannot access women's intimate spaces, like
showers, restrooms, and housing facilities.

It empowers women to hold facilities accountable for policies that
compromise privacy and safety.

Ignoring biological differences creates real victims and
jeopardizes the dignity and safety of girls.
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Women's Deserve
Private Spaces

“We believe that everyone - no
matter how broken they feel -
has dignity and value.

We started the overnight
women’s shelter a few years
back because we noticed a
desperate need. I'd watched
how, in other shelters open to
both sexes, desperate women
were sometimes unable to
avoid their pimps and
predators”

Sherrie Laurie
Executive Director,
The Hope Center

WHO DOES THE ACT PROTECT?

e Young girls in public schools, whether on campus or on overnight trips.
o Women fleeing abusive situations and seeking sanctuary in shelters.
o College women, including in university housing.

e Incarcerated women.

HOW DOES THE ACT PROTECT WOMEN?

o Clear, science-based definitions of sex, male, and female.
e Strong prohibitions on men entering women's facilities.
o Alegal remedy to hold facilities accountable for violations.

WHAT FACILITIES ARE COVERED BY THE ACT?

o Locker rooms and restrooms in public schools and higher education.
e Hotel rooms or other lodging on field trips.
o Showers, restrooms, and sleeping quarters in shelters.

o Shared housing, showers, and restrooms in correctional facilities.

DOES YOUR STATE PROTECT WOMEN'S PRIVACY AND SAFETY?

Women's Privacy Laws

B Privacy in K-12 Schools
B Privacy in Schools, Shelters & Prisons

ALLIANCE DEFENDING
A FREEDOM ADFLegal.org



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOCW ABOUT

Protecting Privacy & Safety
of Incarcerated Women

In 2021, California began
placing inmates in correctional
facilities based on gender
identity rather than sex. After
2 years, the state issued a
report detailing the harm this
caused to incarcerated women
in California.

382

men requested a transfer to
a women'’s facility after the
policy was enacted.

39%

of women expressed strong
concerns about being forced
to share housing with men.

27%

of women reported negative
experiences with transferred
men, including sexual and
physical assault.

Women deserve to have their privacy and dignity safeguarded in correctional
facilities, and their right to privacy and safety should not be dependent on
others’ beliefs about gender.

The number of men who identify as women requesting transfers to women’s
correctional facilities has increased exponentially. Unfortunately, men have
been allowed to transfer into women’s correctional facilities and enter
women’s private spaces like showers, restrooms, and sleeping areas.

Many women are experiencing harassment and abuse under such policies.
This is especially distressing for women who are survivors of sexual assault
or abuse, who make up over 50% of incarcerated women.

The Women's Safety and Protection Act provides safety and privacy for
women in correctional facilities and maintains order and dignity in vulnerable
spaces such as showers, restrooms, and housing facilities.

PRINCIPLES TO SAFEGUARD INCARCERATED WOMEN

1 Require that every shower and restroom in a correctional facility be
*  designated for only one sex, and ensure that users will have privacy
from the opposite sex.

2 Require correctional facilities to designate sleeping quarters for only
®  one sex, and ensure only members of the designated sex have access
to the space.

3 Provide a legal remedy for women who are harmed by violations of the
* law to hold the correctional facilities accountable.



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

Protecting Privacy & Safety

of Incarcerated Women

&

Women Speaking Out

Amy Locane was forced to
share intimate spaces with
a man at a women's
correctional facility in New
Jersey. She had to shower
and dress in the same
space as the male, who
exposed himself to her. She
endured harassment and
sexual advances while in
these spaces.

In California, several
women have bravely voiced
concerns about men in
women's prisons:

e “There are a lot of wolves
in sheep’s clothing. There
are a lot of men who are
now all of a sudden
transgender.”

e “They are coming into our
spaces and moving us out
of them. The little
rehabilitation that is going
on here is being destroyed
and evaporated...If you are
in survival mode every
day, you can't rehabilitate.”

A FREEDOM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. Many inmates, including those who identify as the opposite sex, have
reported abuse when housed in their respective facilities. How do you
reconcile the abuse they are experiencing?

Correctional facilities have the duty to stop violence and abuse directed at any
inmate. Abuse, sexual or otherwise, should never be tolerated. However,
evidence shows that approving transfers of men to women's prisons did not
solve an abuse issue, but rather increased abuse in women'’s prisons. Women's
spaces must be protected by keeping inmates separated by their sex.

Q. Doesn't the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) provide a solution to
incarcerated abuse?

PREA has in many ways failed to protect women from sexual abuse while
incarcerated. With the original goal of eradicating prison rape across various
correctional facilities, PREA has since had changes that have worked against
this goal. PREA prevents policies that review inmate transfer requests based
exclusively on biological sex. Rather, PREA coerces states to put aside an
inmate’s sex as the deciding factor when reviewing a transfer request by a
male who asserts a female identity to a women's facility.

Q. Will this bill result in our state losing federal funding under the PREA?

No. Both Florida and Louisiana have passed these laws, and neither state has
lost its federal PREA funding. Even if the federal government threatened a
state's funding, a state would only face a 5% decrease in funding for the
following three programs: (1) Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant Formula Program, (2) Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
Formula Grant Program, and (3) STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant
Program. On average, this would only amount to around a $350,000 reduction
in the state’s federal PREA funding under these grants.

The Dignity for Incarcerated Women Act safeguards women's
spaces and ensures that what is happening to women in
places like California doesn't happen in your state.
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