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DATE: Thursday, March 20, 2025
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MEMBERS: Chairman Ehardt, Vice Chairman Cornilles, Representatives Erickson, Skaug,

Weber (Weber), Alfieri, Cheatum, Hawkins, Healey, Price, Cayler, Rasor, Wheeler,
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ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

GUESTS: The sign-in sheet will be retained in the committee secretary's office; following the
end of session the sign-in sheet will be filed with the minutes in the Legislative
Library.
Chairman Ehardt called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM.
Chairman Ehardt recognized the committee's House Page, Ellery Chasen. She
shared what she's learned as a Page while serving this committee.

S 1133AA: Rep. Andrus presented S 1133aa, which addresses Agricultural Protection
Areas (APA). This legislation adds language limiting the cost for applications,
creating a map for APAs separate from zoning maps, clarifying appeal process,
allow judicial review, and clarifying requirements for structures on a property
applying for an APA. Rep. Andrus yielded his time to Roger Batt, representing the
Idaho-Eastern Oregon Association. He discussed how property owners have been
denied applying for APAs due to being within a city's area of impact, and how this
legislation strengthens property owners' rights when applying to be in an APA.
When answering questions, Roger Batt clarified how S 1133aa does not prevent
property owners from building a home on land in an APA so long as the homeowner
is a part of the agriculture production. Counties' boards of commissioners will be
able to establish a process for how a property can be removed from an APA.
Jason Fellows, representing self; John Hoadley, representing Coalition for
Agricultures Future; Samantha Parrott, representing Snake River Sugarbeet
Growers Association; and Braden Jensen, representing Idaho Farm Bureau,
testified in support of S 1133aa. They stated how this legislation will help protect
Idaho's agricultural land from urban development due to the state's growth, provides
better communication and planning regarding the long-term intent of the agricultural
land, and better protect Idaho seed crop production. It will also better address the
current issues regarding counties' authority when establishing an APA.
Jonathan Wheatley, representing Association of Idaho Cities, testified in
opposition to S 1133aa. He stated how current statute limiting cities' areas of
impact and review process for future growth will resolve the issues this legislation
addresses. He requested the committee send the legislation to General Orders,
with a proposed amendment which clarifies property owners outside an area of
impact would not be restricted from applying for an APA, while property owners
within an area of impact will need to apply no later than December 21, 2026. This
will prevent cities from risking future investment in infrastructure.



When answering questions, Jonathan Wheatley clarified how establishing APAs
within an area of impact can negatively affect how cities are able to plan for future
growth. He stated the proposed amendment would not apply past 2026 due to
property owners currently outside of an area of impact will have time to apply for an
APA before an area of impact grows.
When answering questions, Rep. Andrus clarified he did not believe S 1133aa
needed further amendments, and did not agree with the proposed amendment.
He stated the legislation still ensures local control for counties's boards of
commissioners to accept and rejection APA applications, and an APA does not limit
a city's area of impact.

ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Rep. Price made a motion to send S 1133aa to floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.
When giving closing statements, Roger Batt stated the intent of S 1133aa is to
address how property owners have been denied the ability to apply for an APA, and
counties still have jurisdiction on the process for establishing APAs.
Reps. Berch, Church, and Cheatum spoke in favor of the original motion, but
with reservation due to how this may affect how cities grow and plan for future
infrastructure.
Reps. Cayler, Cornilles, Price, and Alfieri spoke in favor of the original motion.
They stated this will address urban growth and protection for agricultural lands.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Rep. Cheatum made a substitute motion to send S 1133aa to General Orders.

Reps. Hawkins and Price spoke in opposition to the substitute motion. They
stated S 1133aa protects property rights and agricultural lands.
Rep. Church spoke in favor of the substitute motion. She stated sending S 1133aa
to General Orders will provide time to better understand the issues with APAs.

VOTE ON
SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a roll call vote on the substitute motion to send
S 1133aa to General Orders. Motion failed by 3 AYE, 12 NAY and 0
Absent/Excused. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Cheatum, Berch, and
Church. Voting in opposition of the motion: Chairman Ehardt, Reps. Cornilles,
Erickson, Skaug, Weber, Alfieri, Hawkins, Healey, Price, Cayler, Rasor, and
Wheeler.

VOTE ON
ORIGINAL
MOTION:

Chairman Ehardt called for a vote on the original motion to send S 1133aa to the
floor with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep.
Andrus will sponsor the bill on the floor.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 2:12 PM.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Representative Ehardt Elijah Phipps
Chair Secretary
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