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Marcel Roy cont. 21

keeping the Idaho WWAMI program intact stands to not only help meet the health care needs of Idaho citizens, but it can also help
serve as a guide and blueprint for how additional medical training programs can become established, grow, and train/recruit future
physicians in Idaho. A reasonable compromise would be to add an amendment to the H368 bill that preserves the number of Idaho
WWAMI medical student seats (rather than reducing this number) for future years. Otherwise, I have to say that I am against the H368
bill as it is currently written.

Caroline Gass H 368 W self Boise Against N 16

My name is Dr. Liz Gass from Boise District 16. I am representing myself in opposition to HB 368. I want to thank the bill’s sponsor
for creating this important conversation about the future of medical education in Idaho and share my perspective on why WWAMI is
important to Idaho’s success.

I am one of 119 psychiatrists who practice in our state. As the program director for the Boise Psychiatry Residency, I am dedicated to
training psychiatrists to address our critical shortage. Idaho ranks last in the nation for psychiatrists per capita. We need a workforce
pipeline, and WWAMLI is a key and irreplaceable part of that pipeline. For over 50 years, WWAMI has trained physicians who matriculate
into programs like ours and stay in our state to take care of us and our fellow Idahoans. Our program's graduates make up 20% of the
state's current psychiatric workforce.

While I recognize the Legislature’s desire to improve medical education in Idaho, I must share that the current debate has already
destabilized this pipeline. This application cycle, I have been contacted by multiple applicants to our program who have expressed
concern that the Idaho legislature is wavering in its commitment to fund medical education. They have speculated about the possible
loss of GME funding given the legislature’s apparent willingness to abruptly end UME funding without a clear alternative in place. For the
first time in my tenure, I am worried that we will not be able to attract and retain highly talented medical students to our program
because of this loss of confidence in our state’s commitment to medical education. I know that is not the intent of this legislation, but
that has been its effect.

Nobody wants more physicians in our state than the physicians who are already here. But there is a standard we must meet and
regulatory requirements we must adhere to. I appreciate this body’s dedication to increasing our workforce, but I ask that you do so with
input from experts, and without mandating a cut in seats this year. Because that input has not yet been considered, I urge you to vote
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Elizabeth Schackmann cont. 19

hundreds of clinical teachers for our medical students because of a change in institutions. We cannot afford to lose medical student
training in Idaho. WWAMTI's network of clinical sites and educators, built over 50 years, cannot be easily replaced.

If we want more doctors in Idaho, this bill is not the answer. Expanding our footprint with the University of Utah is a good step.
Increasing funding for medical education is a good step. But doing either at the expense of WWAMI—our most successful physician
pipeline—would be a step in the wrong direction.

Melissa Roop H 368 IP Self Boise Against Y 19

I'm Dr. Melissa Roop, a district 19 resident representing myself and I am in opposition to HB 368.

First, I'd like to say that while I'm in opposition to this bill, I am glad to see that work is being done to expand medical education for
Idaho residents. I am a family physician and I see the effects of our physician shortage in my work every day. Even here in the Treasure
Valley folks struggle to find primary care providers and the waitlists to see specialists can be months to even years long, meaning that I
manage more and more complex disease for my patients while they wait - and it can be a struggle to even get in to see me in a timely
fashion because my schedule is so full. So, I applaud Rep Manwaring for his work to improve medical education in our state and do hope
that we can work toward a solution that gets more Idaho kids into medical training and then back home to take care of our families.

I am in opposition to this bill because I believe the path forward for medical education in our state must continue to include a robust
WWAMI cohort. I am a proud 2016 Idaho WWAMI graduate and a current educator of WWAMI medical students. I can say from both a
student and teacher perspective, the WWAMI program is truly outstanding. As a medical student, I was able to learn from top
researchers and and experts and also able to do the vast majority of my clinical rotations here in Idaho, stitching up vets at the Boise VA
and delivering babies at Bonner General Health with the same doc who delivered my husband. The mix of strong academic and
community based training made me into an excellent physician (if I do say so myself) and ultimately kept me right here at home after I
fell in love with a local residency program I rotated with as a medical student. After I finished training, there was no leaving for me - my
husband has a job he loves here, and both sets of grandparents are close enough to help out with our kids.

In short, yes - let’s expand medical education in Idaho. And, let’s do it by adding opportunities for Idaho students, rather than
subtracting them.
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Jennifer Gray H 368 W Self McCall Against N 8

Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jennifer Gray from McCall, Idaho and I oppose HB 368. 1 am a rural family
physician preceptor for WWAMI and I have volunteered on the interview committee for WWAMI Idaho where I have met many aspiring
and inspirational medical school candidates. I moved to Idaho from the Midwest 30 years ago, drawn to the highly sought after rural
primary care medical training offered through the UW Family Medicine Residency program in Boise. I remained in Idaho to practice.
Many of my fellow residents had trained through the WWAMI medical school program in Idaho and I learned first hand what an
exceptional training they had received as I worked hard to keep up with their advanced clinical skills. The WWAMI students, then and
now, thrive on the training that they receive in Idaho and in the WWAMI network which is uniquely designed to provide physicians to
return and practice in our state.

I am grateful for the attention to medical education in our state and agree with prioritizing a medical education structure that will
continue to address our physician shortage in Idaho. I urge you to amend Bill 368 to remove the phasing out of UW WWAMI seats and to
instead allow the State Board of Education (SBOE) to study and address undergraduate medical education strategies in Idaho. There is a
tremendous amount of work that is required to build the training sites needed to support medical education. Please allow the UW
WWAMI program to continue in their current role in addition to the SBOE accessing any other educational resources. It is a vulnerable
time for our state to lose any prospective Idaho physicians, especially those who are well trained at teaching sites (clinics, hospitals)
which have been built over the past 54 years; physicians like me are very invested in continuing to educate medical students to become
physicians in our state and trust our well established relationship with the UW. Please support keeping what DOES work while
considering further expansion through the SBOE. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer L Gray MD

Melissa Hagman H 368 IP Self Boise Against Y 18
I'am Dr. Melissa (Moe) Hagman. I live in Boise/District 18. I am representing myself.

I am testifying against HB 368 (or to at least asking that HB 368 be amended to remove the stipulation to reduce funding for Idaho
WWAMI seats).

I want to thank the bill’s sponsor for sparking an important conversation about the future of medical education in Idaho while
stressing that the path forward from my perspective must be thoughtful, deliberate, and not reduce any seats for Idaho WWAMI

Report Printed: Friday, March 21, 2025 10:16 AM Page 6 of 14
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Anna Roy cont. 21

writing to state that I am against the H368 bill. I became a new mother in 2018, and my infant son was experiencing feeding
problems and poor weight gain early in his life. This was a very stressful time for our family, but we had the good fortune of having an
excellent WWAMI trained pediatrician (Dr. Mark Uranga) on our side. He helped identify the cause of my son's feeding problem, and he
helped guide an effective treatment plan. My son experienced a good recovery, and he is now a thriving 6 year old boy who we can
barely keep up with! Over the years, I have noticed that many physicians practicing in Idaho (in both urban and rural settings) were
once medical students in the WWAMI program. Preserving the relationship between the University of Washington and the state of Idaho
will help ensure that we continue to have high quality physicians who will be there to help care for our loves ones when time is of the
essence. My son is alive today because of a WWAMI trained physician, and I am forever grateful. Thank you - Anna Roy, RN/BSN

Jack Gambassi H 368 W Self Eagle Against N 14

Dear Chairman Lent and the committee,

This bill has good intentions, but misses the mark with its clause to remove seats from the WWAMI program. The WWAMI program
has been successful in its efforts to bring medical students back to our great state as doctors.

The future of Idaho’s medical education must be secured, and the WWAMI program is critical for that purpose. There has not been a
demonstrated presence of any other partnership which can provide the same quality and breadth of education available to Idahoan
students through the program. Considering that the success and presence of the future partner programs across Idaho are not proven
(e.g., ICOM, UofUtah) the WWAMI program MUST remain.

The simplest argument against this piece of the legislation is, “why are any seats being removed when the goal is to increase
physicians per capita in Idaho?”

Please do not advance this bill to the Senate floor and revise this to remove the clause decreasing the seats at the WWAMI program.

Kelsey Nelson H 368 W Self Boise Against N 17

I am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 368, particularly the provisions that reduce the number of state-funded
medical education slots within the WWAMI program. While I understand the desire to expand medical education opportunities within
Idaho, this bill, as written, will negatively impact our state's ability to address the physician shortage and maintain quality medical
training.

Report Printed: Friday, March 21, 2025 10:16 AM Page 8 of 14



v o 6 abed IV 91:0) GZ0Z ‘LZ Uote ‘Aepud :pajulld Hodey

aney I "2imny ay) uj BuiuIN}as Aep dUO 210490 ‘AJUNWILLOD BY} BAISS pUB SUOI}OUUOD Pjing 03 OYep] Ul S10300p YIM sa1} 950| 511 03 anp
IWVMM OuepI uoibuiysepn Jo Ajisianiun asoyd Ajjeuosiad 1 ‘oyep] uojbuiysem Jo ANSJaAIUn pue ‘yein Jo AISISAIUN 1. [O0LDS |edipaw
10} saouedande paAladal OYM TIWYMM OYepI Jo a1enpelb e sy "sjess oyep] JO UOIIDNPaJ B} SAOWSI 0} |jig S pusiue NOA Jeyy yse I

61 N suleby 35104 39S M 89¢ H HISIA 3die))
OU SJ0A 9SE3|d "91EIS SIY} Ui 218 SI0JP0p Juepodwii MOY MOUY T PUE SUORIPUOD [BIIPBW JJUOIYd dARY T “|jiq SIU3 Jsulebe we T

LT N Jsuleby oslod IS M 89¢ H UOS|eN 21

33215 INno 10y auledid UOIEINPS [EDIPAL SAIDYS Pue 3|ge3s e bululpjulew aziKoLd SRIWWOD 3Y3 1ey) 3sanbai
Ajjnj10adsai T "20J0pHOM 21EDU3[E3Y S,04ep] J0j SSOUSNDISUOD [EIUSWILISP SARY ||IM ‘USHIM ARUa.LIND Se ‘89¢ ||ig SSNOH ‘UOISNjOU0 U]

‘weJboud |nyssaoons e Bujujwaspun Jnoyum abepoys
uepisAyd sy} ssauppe A[3AID9)JS 2JoWw pINoM SiYy] "SIUSpNIS oyepl 03 |qe|ieAe sJO|S UOEINPS |edipaW papunj-a3e3s jJo Jaquinu |ejo}
ay) aseatoul 03 shem Hupiojdxa puswiwiodas T ‘pesisu ‘s10ls IWYMM JO UOIdNPal 3y3 JspiSuodal 0} S9RIWWO0D 3y} abin Ajbuons 1

s1aquunu uepisiyd Buiseasnul Jo [eob ayy BundIpeuod “UYSP e sa1esud welboid TWYMM dU Wodj us) Ises)| Je bulrowal ajiym
sweboid Mau 03 S)eas ua) Buippy 'Ss)uSpnIsS oyep] Joj S)eaS UOIIEdNPa [BJIPSLW JO SSO| 19U B U 3Nsal ||Im [|iq SYL :S1esS JO SSOT 19N

"s)jnsaJ paajuelenb noyyum S3sod
paseasoul Jo) jenuajod auyy pue Ayjigisuodsad [eISI) Jn0ge SuJsduod sasted sweiboid pajssiun ‘mau 03 wesboid JNYMM usrold By} wouy
spuny BUILBAIQ “JUSUNSAAUL [euRUL Juedyiubls saainbas yoiym ‘swesbosd TWYMM-uou Bulpuedxa sasodoid |ig SYL :Su4eduo0D edsld

-suepIsAyd oyep] Jo 924nos jen.d e sazipiedoaf Aypeded sy bupnpay ‘uoneanps [ealpaw 03 Aemyied JusdLYS pue
9AI109449-1500 B apIAoid LoJIeIoqe|jod [euolba pue ainjanaIseljul paysliqeiss s,welbold S|y 'seale PIAIRSISpUN pue [elnt ul Ajjenadsa
‘oyep] Ul aAI3S oym suepisAyd Bupnpoad jo piodad yoes) nyssa00ns e sey welbosd JTWYMM SYL :SS820NS USAOId e Jo uondnusig

:suosea. Buimo||o) ay) 404 22I0POM 1EL3(E3Y S,0Uep] 0} 1824y} SNOLLS B $3s0d uopRdNpal sty “JedA djwapede
8707-/207 941 ul Bujuuibaq wetboid TIWYMAM Y3 Ui S10jS Juspms (QT) US) 1) e JO UOoIPNPa. pajepuew aiy) S| UJaduod Aewind AW

LT ‘quod UOS|oN A3S|D)

# Amsay  jsuredy uonezinediQ/Auedwo) Suifynsay, (ase1 2 I3saL])
PLOSIq 0} YSIAM / 104 A1) sunuasaaday Id3uuE 193fqng JweN




Name Subject Manner Representing City For / Wish to  District
(First & Last) Testifying Company/Organization Against  Testify #

Claire Vietri cont. 19

seen first hand how Idaho residents have benefited from WWAMI Idaho, and ask that you would amend the reduction of seats.

Molly Seaman H 368 W Self Boise Against N 17

Please edit this bill to remove the clause reducing WWAMI seats. Idaho already ranks at the bottom for medical professionals and
taking away seats for idaho students will greatly affect our state.

Sara Gambassi H 368 W Self Eagle Against N 14

I am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 368, particularly the provisions that reduce the number of state-funded
medical education slots within the WWAMI program. While I understand the desire to expand medical education opportunities within
Idaho, this bill, as written, will negatively impact our state's ability to address the physician shortage and maintain quality medical
training.

My primary concern is the mandated reduction of at least ten (10) student slots in the WWAMI program beginning in the 2027-2028
academic year. This reduction poses a serious threat to Idaho's healthcare workforce for the following reasons:

 Disruption of a Proven Success: The WWAMI program has a successful track record of producing physicians who serve in
Idaho, especially in rural and underserved areas. This program's established infrastructure and regional collaboration provide a cost-
effective and efficient pathway to medical education. Reducing its capacity jeopardizes a crucial source of Idaho physicians.

» Fiscal Concerns: The bill proposes expanding non-WWAMI programs, which requires significant financial investment. Diverting
funds from the proven WWAMI program to new, untested programs raises concerns about fiscal responsibility and the potential for
increased costs without guaranteed results.

* Net Loss of Seats: The bill will result in a net loss of medical education seats for Idaho students. Adding ten seats to new
programs while removing at least ten from the WWAMI program creates a deficit, contradicting the goal of increasing physician numbers.

I strongly urge the committee to reconsider the reduction of WWAMI slots. Instead, I recommend exploring ways to increase the
total number of state-funded medical education slots available to Idaho students. This would more effectively address the physician
shortage without undermining a successful program.

In conclusion, House Bill 368, as currently written, will have detrimental consequences for Idaho's healthcare workforce. I respectfully
request that the committee prioritize maintaining a stable and effective medical education pipeline for our state.
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Marissa Ward H 368 W Self Boise Against N 15

I am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 368, particularly the provisions that reduce the number of state-funded
medical education slots within the WWAMI program. While I understand the desire to expand medical education opportunities within
Idaho, this bill, as written, will negatively impact our state's ability to address the physician shortage and maintain quality medical
training.

My primary concern is the mandated reduction of at least ten (10) student slots in the WWAMI program beginning in the 2027-2028
academic year. This reduction poses a serious threat to Idaho's healthcare workforce for the following reasons:

 Disruption of a Proven Success: The WWAMI program has a successful track record of producing physicians who serve in
Idaho, especially in rural and underserved areas. This program's established infrastructure and regional collaboration provide a cost-
effective and efficient pathway to medical education. Reducing its capacity jeopardizes a crucial source of Idaho physicians.

* Fiscal Concerns: The bill proposes expanding non-WWAMI programs, which requires significant financial investment. Diverting
funds from the proven WWAMI program to new, untested programs raises concerns about fiscal responsibility and the potential for
increased costs without guaranteed results.

* Net Loss of Seats: The bill will result in a net loss of medical education seats for Idaho students. Adding ten seats to new
programs while removing at least ten from the WWAMI program creates a deficit, contradicting the goal of increasing physician numbers.

I strongly urge the committee to reconsider the reduction of WWAMI slots. Instead, I recommend exploring ways to increase the
total number of state-funded medical education slots available to Idaho students. This would more effectively address the physician
shortage without undermining a successful program.

In conclusion, House Bill 368, as currently written, will have detrimental consequences for Idaho's healthcare workforce. I respectfully
request that the committee prioritize maintaining a stable and effective medical education pipeline for our state.

C Scott Peterson H 368 W Self Boise Against N 19

SECTION 3 of the Bill should be amended as follows: Delete (1) and (2) of 33-3732 as well as the opening clause of (3), such that
the NEW SECTION 3. reads: 33-3732 Medical Education. (1) The state board of education shall appoint a working group...[and so on].

The stated intent of this legislation is to increase the number of Medical Doctors in the State of Idaho. Reducing the number of
WWAMI seats undermines this goal. It has been shown that the limitation on increaed seats at WWAMI is due to the lack of clerkship
rotation opportunities in Idaho is insufficient to support the desired increase. Substituting WWAMI seats and with a new partnership
does not address the issue. Create legislation to address the issue you are trying to solve, not make it worse.
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Andrea Christopher cont. 19

The University of Utah current trains only 10 Idaho students and most of this training happens in Utah. Only 6-8 weeks of this
training happens in Idaho. As someone on the ground of teaching medical students, I cannot see how they could suddenly scale up to
train so many more students. Additionally University of Utah would need accreditation approval and to secure enough clinical rotation
sites by December 2025 - a timeline that is simply not feasible given Idaho's already strained capacity.

WWAMI has a proven track record of training and retaining Idaho physicians. I am one of them! The strong mentorship and teaching
resources WWAMI provides brought me back to Idaho after my fellowship at Harvard, and also influenced my sister, a palliative care
physician to return to Idaho last year.

We all want what is best for Idaho and I welcome discussions on improving our physician training pipeline. However, eliminating
WWAMI seats without a solid plan in place will only worsen our physician shortage.

Instead, I ask you to amend this bill to remove reduction in WWAMI seats. I applaud the idea of establishing an advisory committee.
I also ask that you ensure there are clerkship faculty from every medical school in the state represented on this committee so we can
ensure the most productive solutions.

Thank you for your service to our great state.
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Chair Lent and members of the committee. The League of Women Voters of Idaho supports a
basic level of affordable quality health care for all Idahoans. The League opposes H368, a bill
to dilute the impact of WWAMIL. The bill removes at least 10 seats with no solid plans yet to
replace them. The proposal should be amended to remove this requirement.

Watching this proposal and its predecessor work themselves through the legislative process has
been a real-life game of Where’s Waldo. Where’s the rationale? Two pieces of evidence have
been produced to justify this program’s dilution. One, when pressed to describe the reason for
this action in an initial hearing, the bill’s sponsor invoked the first principle of deflection by
saying “just ask around, people in this building don’t like [WWAMI].” Two, when pressed on his
own opinion, the sponsor said, “I don’t like it.” This is where we are then? The personal
preferences of a few unnamed “people in the building” and one bill sponsor have cost precious
taxpayer money and legislative time unwinding a half-century-old program.

The League believes that taking action that results in fewer opportunities to train doctors to serve
in Idaho is unnecessary, reckless, and, with fewer doctors, dangerous. We applaud the effort to
call all-hands-on-deck to solve the frightening doctor shortage but why add the punitive poison
pill of seat removal?

Sending this bill to the 14™ for amendment demonstrates that the Idaho senate believes in good
ideas and will not act on evidence-free ones. Thank you. I stand for questions.








